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A LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

We are now well into spring term
and the final two months of the
school year. Perhaps, like many
junior and senior families, you
and your child have been out vis-
iting colleges. As of May 1, al-
most all seniors will have made
a final decision as to which college to attend. We con-
gratulate them and wish them good fortune on their
chosen path.

At our upcoming May 25 General Meeting, we will again
host the popular Parent-to-Parent College Panel, in
which current and alumni parents share their experi-
ences, both positive and negative, and provide advice
for navigating the entire college process. Don't miss it!

Graduation looms ahead for seniors and summer vaca-
tion is almost upon us. However, students still face
plenty of challenges with papers and finals, as well as
AP, SAT and Regents exams. The spring term can be a
very tense and stressful time for students. Dr. Alan
Schlechter, our featured speaker at the April General
Meeting, addressed this very topic: stress and tools for
coping. Please see the corresponding article on page
2.

For the Parents Association (PA), we also face a grand
finale to the school year. At our last two General Meet-
ings, we will hold elections for next year’s PA and School
Leadership Team (SLT) officers, vote on a final round of
grants—bringing the total to nearly $150,000, and
then vote on the proposed PA budget for the 2010-11
school year. We strongly encourage your active partic-
ipation.

Run for office or volunteer to serve on a PA com-
mittee:

The PA and SLT need willing and able parents to run and
serve on the PA Executive Board. Please see the article
on page 5 for information on open positions and im-
portant deadlines, and the Nomination Form on page
6 for those planning to run. Getting elected to serve
the PA and school community is a tremendous honor

and an opportunity to directly support your child’s
school. You will be part of a team of diverse and dedi-
cated parents who care passionately about the well-
being of our students and school staff. It doesn't matter
if you have years of experience on PTAs or PAs, or if you
are brand new but willing to learn. Beyond being a PA
officer or SLT representative, parents are needed to chair
and serve on many PA committees: Fundraising, Com-
munications, Appropriations, Academic Affairs, Re-
search and more. Please feel free to reach out to the
Nominations Committee (nominations@stuy-pa.org),
current officers or committee chairs with any questions.

Budget update:

Throughout the year, we have reported on the extreme
difficulties that plague both the state and city in their
struggle to approve budgets for the 2010-11 fiscal year.
As of this writing, the state has yet to adopt its budget
which was due April 1. The Governor is still seeking a
$1.4 billion cut to education, the largest in state history,
but is facing resistance from legislators. In the city,
Mayor Bloomberg and the New York City Council will
soon begin their debate on the city budget—due to be
passed in June. The Mayor is also seeking large cuts and
has threatened to lay off thousands of teachers. It re-
mains urgent that parents continue to voice opposition
to massive cuts in education funding. See the “speak
out against budget cuts to Stuyvesant” link at
www.stuy-pa.org for details.

Once the state and city budget have been approved,
Principal Teitel should learn what the school budget for
next year will be. We anticipate another cut and are de-
termined to plan accordingly.

Annual Appeal Fundraising Campaign:

We are nearly two thirds of the way toward our Annual
Appeal goal, but have received donations from less than
half of our Stuy families. Please see the appeal update
and donation form on page 9, and give as generously
as you can. Every dollar we raise this year will greatly
assist the school and all our children next year.

-Alex Cai and Larry Wood
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

During Open School week parents had the opportu-
nity to attend classes and meet with teachers. Over
5,000 teacher-parent meetings occurred. This is a
clear demonstration of your commitment to your
child’s education. Report cards for the second mark-
ing period will be issued on Tuesday, May 11. Please
take some time to review your child’s progress.

In March, each family in our school was sent the DOE
Learning Environmental Survey. | would like to thank
those who took the time to complete the question-
naire and return it by April 23.

There were two major afternoon events this month.
On Thursday, April 22 the World Language Depart-
ment sponsored the 35th annual International Food
Festival. This was an opportunity for all our students
to share in the diversity of our school. Students had
the chance to sample foods from all over the world.

OnThursday, April 29 the College Office again organ-
ized 150 college representatives who gave the juniors
and their parents the opportunity to learn what each
school offers. | hope you took advantage of this op-
portunity.

Sincerely,
—Stan Teitel
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Calendar & ContactInfo .............ccoeveiiinnn. 2
Expert Advice on Stress and Success.. .............. 2
Robotics Team Expresses Gratitude toPA............. 3
Grossman and Teitel Tackle Tough Questions............ 4
Spring PA Elections.............ooiiiiiiiii.. 5
Nomination Form..... .........ocoiiiiiiiiias 6
School Leadership Team (SLT) Summary............. 7
College Comer ...t et ee e 8
PA Annual Appeal .......ooooviiiiii 9
General Meeting Minutes ........................ 10
Chinese Translation .............c.oveeieininens 12
KoreanTranslation................ccoeiiiiien. 14

Publication of advertisements in the PA Bulletin does
not constitute endorsement of any advertiser.

PLEASE CHECK THE PA’S WEB SITE FOR TIME-SENSITIVE UPDATES: WWW.STUY-PA.ORG



2009-2010 CALENDAR

May 4 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. Main Office (212) 3124800
May 25 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m. Parent Coordinator: Harvey Blumm 2731
May 25 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m. SPARK: Angel Colon 2733
May 31 Mon Memorial Day — No School Address Change: Annette Bosco 211
Lost MetroCard: Camille Galantini 2055
June 1 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. Attendance: Carol Carrano 2031
June 8 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m. Health Aide: Ruth Dabrio 37N
June 8 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m. ;""egte,(z\fﬁce, onOff ;5??
Jun10 Mon Chancellor’s Conference Day — No School arents Assodation bIfice
Jun 28 Mon Last Day Of School — Early Dismissal Assistant Principals
Math: Maryann Ferrara 4020
20] 0-20] ] CALENDAR Biology: Elizabeth Fong 7011
English: Eric Grossman 6011
Sep 6 Mon Labor Day Health & PE: Martha Singer 5010
Sep8 Wed First Day Of School Social Studies: Jennifer Suri 3021
) b Chemistry/Physics: Scott Thomas 9010
Sep 9-10 Thu- Fri No School (Rosh Hashanah) World Languages: Arlene Ubieta 01
Oct 11 Mon No School (Columbus Day) Music/, A”./ iy e L
Nov 2 Tue No School (Election Day) Guidance: Eleanor Archie 1031
Nov 11 Thu No School (Veterans Day) Guidance Counselors
Nov 25-26 Thu- Fri No School (Thanksgiving Recess) Jay Biegelson 2385
Jennifer Engl 2368
Dec 24-31 Fri-Fri No School (Winter Recess) JEE:II\:Li e 2366
Jan3 Mon School Resumes m;f:g:r:tgrm ;:g;
Jan17 Mon No School (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) Ronnie-Ann Parnes 2383
Jan31 Mon No School (Fall Term Ends) Shakira Rajwant 2363
Holly Richmond 2362
Marcy Viboch 2386
EXPERT ADVICE ON STRESS AND SUCCESS &y cerry khermouch Jeemy Wang 2387

Though it may sometimes seem so to students at achievement-driven Stuyvesant
and their parents, success doesn't necessarily equate with perfection. Getting

away from an unproductive obsession with perfectionism is a key way of
relieving the stress that can otherwise undermine a fine academic ca-
reer at our high school.

That was the theme of a presentation at the April PA meeting by Dr.
Alan Schlechter of the New York University Child Study Center. In his
presentation, Dr. Schlechter, who is also associate director of the Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry Clinic at Bellevue Hospital, drew upon a va-
riety of concepts from the realm of positive psychology to map out a way
for Stuy students to have happy and successful school careers.

One key is to focus on rewarding satisfactory effort. That tends to run against the
grain of a school system that rewards good grades rather than effort—"even though we
know effort’s where it’s at," Dr. Schlechter observed. Students used to attaining perfection
in the form of high grades can find themselves stymied when they encounter obstacles,
because those obstacles hold the prospect that the student may find that he or she is less
than perfect. The result can be a kind of paralysis that makes it harder to succeed.

Another key is for parents to provide a positive role model for their kids. Dr. Schlechter
cited the notion of the “mirror neuron”—that, rather than being driven by a combination
of rewards and punishments, kids often do the things they observe their parents doing.
The implication of this is clear: for parents worried that their children may have too much
of a perfectionist streak, questions to ask are: “Am | overly perfectionist? How do | deal
with winning and losing?” Your child may be picking up an unhealthy streak of perfec-
tionism from you.

Another central notion to reducing stress is to foster activities that yield the right kinds of
happiness. The term “happiness,” Dr. Schlechter noted, is by itself too broad to be useful.
[t's more helpful to break happiness down into such varieties as hedonism (sheer pleasure),

an engaged life (flow) and meaningful activities that bring out one’s virtues. It is
important, he argued, that Stuy students incorporate the two latter forms of
happiness into their lives.
The notion of engagement or flow comes from Hungarian psychologist
Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi and refers to a mental state where a person is
fully immersed in what he or she is doing with a feeling of energized
focus—what athletes may refer to as being “in the zone.” Schlechter
noted that, in his own case, activities like carpentry and soccer-playing
provide that state, wholly absorbing his attention and leaving him in-
vigorated upon their conclusion. Activities such as games, sports and
hobbies rank high in inducing this sense of flow; socializing is a bit further
down the list, and listening to music or TV-watching rank toward the bottom.
Indeed, Schlechter dismissed TV-watching as“junk flow.” (Though some students may
believe they can make a persuasive case that online gaming with unseen peers is engaging,
Dr. Schlechter put that in the junk-flow category as well. Coming out victorious in a video-
game war “is not the same esteem-building activity as victory on the soccer field,” he in-
sisted.)
As for meaningful activities, there is ample research to suggest that helping others does a
great deal to promote happiness in the giver.

0f course, ensuring that your child is involved in flow-inducing and meaningful activities
carries its own contradictions. Happiness can be thwarted by a feeling of oppression, and
parental dictates on getting involved in particular activities can feel oppressive. At the
same time, Dr. Schlechter warned against parents adopting too laissez-faire an attitude,
noting that children respond to a parental style that's “authoritative” without crossing the
line into being “authoritarian.” That may mean encouraging your children to seek out on
their own activities that they’ll find engaging, but stepping in a bit more forcefully if they
don’t make an effort to do so. If they want time to settle on something, provide it to
them—but put a limit on it and return to the question when that time has expired.
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ROBOTICS TEAM EXPRESSES GRATITUDE FOR PARENT SUPPORT

by Spencer Birnbaum, Stuy Junior

We are Stuyvesant High School’s award-winning Robotics team. Also known as Team
694, Stuypulse seeks to impact young adults by cultivating skills in engineering, pro-
gramming, marketing, teamwork and leadership. We also hope to inspire and educate
people in our community, both young and old, about the wonders of science and tech-
nology.

This year was our most successful. After six weeks of building, our latest robot, Dono-
van, was born. Donovan can acquire and kick soccer balls into a scaled-down soccer
goal and can also winch itself up a ten-foot pole. Its skills were put to the test during
our first regional qualifier at the Javits Center in March. Stuypulse was ranked third by
the time finals came round. Donovan and his skilled drivers took the team through a
nail-biting four final rounds. In the end, Stuyvesant Robotics took home first place,
qualifying the team for the International Championship in Atlanta, Georgia.

A few weeks later, Team 694 took part in the Hartford Regional Qualifier. Donovan
valiantly battled against 40-plus teams to gain access to the quarterfinals. It was here
that Stuypulse unfortunately lost, but our mood was not dashed for long.

The Chairman’s Award is the most prestigious award given at any regional qualifier,
highlighting the team whose philanthropic outreach positively affects both its own
members and others. In addition, the Chairman’s Award qualifies its awardee to take
part in the Championship; at the conclusion of the Hartford regional, this honor was
awarded to Stuypulse.

For the past year, Stuypulse has worked on various projects that reach out to our school
community, our local community, and the global community. Some of these projects
include: The Lab, a self-produced documentary series with thousands of hits on
YouTube, a school-wide e-cycling drive, mentoring six other robotics teams, and teach-
ing dozens of underprivileged middle school students about robotics. The Chairman’s
Award recognized our efforts.

For the first time in the ten years that Stuypulse has been around, we are doubly qual-
ified for the International Championship. Stuypulse could not be more honored to have
the opportunity to represent Stuyvesant High School on an international level. It's
more important to note, however, that we couldn’t have come this far without the
help of the parents.

Throughout our six-week build season, it is the parents who bring dinner for the more
than 40 students each night. It is the parents who encourage us when we grow tired
of spending the additional six hours in the robotics lab, on top of a hectic school day.
Itis the parents who made competing possible, organizing food and accommodations
for both competitions, and the upcoming Championship.

Stuyvesant Robotics is deeply indebted to you, the parents.

OUTSTANDING TUTORING
By a PhD
Math All Levels
English Critical Thinking
History Study Skills
SAT/ ACT College Essay Prep
Dr. Jeffrey Liss  (718) 767-0233
(516) 728-6463
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AP GROSSMAN AND PRINCIPAL TEITEL TACKLE TESTING AND HOMEWORK QUESTIONS

by Gerry Khermouch

At the March meeting, a member of the Principal’s Cabinet and Principal Stanley Tei-

tel himself fielded questions from parents, in the process offering a glimpse into the
mechanics of how the school is run, and some of the

checks and balances built into the system to ensure that

testing, homework and other assessment policies are

rigorous yet fair for the students.

Assistant Principal Eric Grossman, the English depart-
ment chairman who served as point person on the ques-
tions, described weekly meetings of the Principal’s
(abinet, an advisory group that, he argued, has the ear
of an attentive Principal Teitel in addressing some of the
complicated issues that arise. The principal, he assured
parents, “has brought pretty much every major decision
to the Cabinet”

Not surprisingly for a school like Stuy, tests and test tak-
ing are at the center of many of the decisions made by
the Cabinet, and were central to the concerns expressed
by parents who asked questions. One parent, whose
daughter has slogged through as many as three tests in
a single day, wanted to know whether there’s a policy

on the maximum number of tests that a student can fairly be given. Generally, Gross-

man replied, that number is two tests, the anticipated outcome of a policy that as-
signs specific days of the week to specific departments—say, Tuesday for Science,
Wednesday for English. An exception, noted Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm, is
small “pop quizzes.”

A related issue was that of final exams, the subject of a new policy that attempted
to reduce the number of departmental finals this year in order to avoid the syndrome
where students found themselves staggering under a schedule that had finals week
occurring immediately after a week of in-class finals and project due dates. It had
been deemed counterproductive to not allow students or teachers any kind of a
break between semesters. The hope was that teachers would opt for less outright
testing and more alternative forms of assessment to ease the crunch. So far, though,
the verdict is mixed, as evidence has mounted that some teachers have simply dou-
bled up. “We suspect that, because it was the first time, there were a lot of glitches,”
acknowledged Grossman. As a result, the Cabinet is trying to decide whether to go

forward with the new testing policy or simply “go back to the imperfect old system.”

Another test-related question came from the parent of a student who had performed
poorly on a history final that turned out not to have been composed by the student’s
teacher. Is that proper, the parent wanted to know. The answer: it's not necessary
that the final exam your child takes be composed directly by the student’s classroom
teacher. It’s the responsibility of the Assistant Principal to ensure that the finals are
based on the curriculum handed out at the beginning of the semester. If the class-
room teacher has adhered to the curriculum, the test should be fair for the student.

There are some checks and balances to make sure the system is working fairly. As-
sistant Principal Grossman said he makes it a point each term to analyze the grades
given out, teacher by teacher, as a gauge of how well each is covering the required
material. Reassuringly, most prove to be very consistent, though if necessary “I have
discussions with the outliers on either side.”

Homework was the other key focus of questions offered at the meeting. With many

teachers posting homework assignments online, one parent wanted to know, what
is a reasonable hour for students to assume they'll see
it? His own child can see his assignments posted as
late as 8 p.m. on weekdays and 7 p.m. on Sundays.
That seemed outside the realm of fairness, judging by
Grossman’s answer. The homework should be up by
the time the student gets home from school, in the 4-
5 p.m. time frame, so that he or she is able to ade-
quately plan on how to get the work efficiently done
that evening.

Then there was the gnarly issue of work assigned dur-
ing vacation periods. Two years ago, Principal Teitel
and his staff decided that vacations should be just that,
and students shouldn’t be expected to do more than a
single night’s worth of homework—and nothing that
requires the use of a computer, as some students may
have traveled to locations where they don't have access
to one. There are some exceptions. Larger projects are
allowable—but only if they've been assigned well in
advance of the vacation and are not due for several
days after the student returns. That way, the student can organize to get the work
done outside of the vacation week. And less intense activities such as reading a
novel also are allowable.

Ivy-Bound Test Prep

321 Broadway 3rd FI. 212.608.5262
(5 minutes walk from Stuy)
70.23 Austin St. Forest Hills 718.261.4882
www.ivyprepschool.com

SAT I 2200-2400, 2000-2200
SAT II (all subjects)750-800, 700-750

AP (all subjects), ACT, all school subjects

Top College & University Applications
Professional faculty (Ph.D/MA/MS from Ivies)
Guarantee improvement & Guarantee score services
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CALLING ALL CANDIDATES FOR PA SPRING ELECTIONS

by Larry Wood

Every spring, the PA membership elects Officers and School Leadership Team (SLT) representatives. Serving on the PA Executive Board or the SLT
is very rewarding, giving parents a chance to be involved in their child’s school and perform a meaningful service. PA Officers will be elected at
the General Meeting on May 25. Nominations for these positions will close on May 19. SLT representatives will be elected at the next General
Meeting to be held on June 9. Nominations for the SLT positions will close on June 1. The positions to be filled are:

PA Officers
. President or Co-Presidents
. First Vice President
. Second Vice President
. Recording Secretary
. Corresponding Secretary
. Treasurer
. Assistant Treasurer
SLT Delegates
. Senior Parent Delegate (1)
. Junior Parent Delegates (2)
. Sophomore Parent Delegates (2)

Job descriptions for all these positions are found in the PA Bylaws, which can be read on the PA Web site. Nominations for
the SLT positions will be taken from the floor at the May General Meeting. Each candidate must complete a Nomination
Form listing full name, telephone number, e-mail, street address, child’s name and grade, and position sought, and submit
the form to the Nominating Committee by e-mail to: nominations@stuy-pa.org, or by mail or hand delivery to the PA Of-
fice. A copy of the Nomination Form is included in this issue of the Bulletin and is also available at www.stuy-pa.org.

If you have any questions on these procedures, please contact any member of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee also would appreciate help in preparing for and conducting the elections. (andidates are not permitted to par-
ticipate in running the elections.

The Spring Election procedure is described in Article IV, Section 9, of the PA Bylaws, available at www.stuy-pa.org , al-
though some details (e.g., the closing date for nominations) have been modified by changes in the Department of Educa-
tion's Chancellor’s A-660 Regulations, available at the DOE Web site.

Stuy PA Nominating Committee: Billy Chen, Eleanor Cheng, Lillian Sage, Lolo Saney, George Sheldon, Julie Sterling and
Larry Wood. You can contact the committee at nominations@stuy-pa.org.

See Candidate Nomination Form on Page 6 > > > > > > > == > > >3 > >3 > > >
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STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS" ASSOCIATION
CANDIDATE NOMINATION FORM for the 2010-2011 Term

In order to run for office in the May 2010 PA Election or June 2010 SLT Election, a candidate must submit this form or the equivalent information
to the Nominating Committee at the March or April General Membership Meeting or by email to nominations@stuy-pa.org or by mail or hand
delivery to the PA Office (Stuyvesant High School Parents Association, room 271, 345 Chambers Street, NYC 10282-1099). Nominations for PA
Election close May 19; nominations for SLT election close June 1.

Full Name

Email Address

Street Address

Telephone(s) day evening

Student’s Name Grade

I am a Candidate for, please indicate:

President or Co-President

(Please list co-President candidate if applies.)
First Vice President

Second Vice President

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Senior SLT Representative

Junior SLT Representative

Sophomore SLT Representative

THIS FORM IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE PA WEBSITE AT www.stuy-pa.org.

Note: see PA by-laws for full information on election procedures and job descriptions for the various PA and SLT positions. Please feel free to
contact the Nominating Committee nominations@stuy-pa.org for further information or any questions that you may have. Thank you.
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MARCH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT) SUMMARY ¢y pau/ saver

The March 23, 2010 SLT meeting started with a recap of the programming discus-
sion from February. The group also discussed the Comprehensive Education Plan
and New York State education funding cuts, and concluded with a discussion about
this year’s SING! rehearsal schedule.

Programming Issues

Edward Wong, AP of Technology Services, attended the March meeting to answer
the SLT's questions regarding problems students are having with the online pro-
gramming of classes. The students started the discussion by recapping some of
the programming issues they experienced this year including conflicts between
Stuy graduation requirements and elective offerings; being scheduled for the
wrong level of a class (i.e. Spanish 1in lieu of Spanish 3); and being scheduled for
classes already taken. The students noted that some of the mistakes appear to be
computer related since a student cannot select an already completed class during
online registration.

Mr. Wong responded by explaining some of the issues affecting academic schedules
and programming. He indicated that students must consider the following when
planning their schedule:

« Is more than one section of the class offered? Some classes, referred to as
“singletons,” are offered only during one period. These classes are typically
offered during the same period from year to year to make it easier for stu
dents to plan their schedules.

Graduation requirements are given priority by the programming office. This
means that a 10 Tech, which is required for graduation, will supersede an
elective if there is a scheduling conflict. Students have the option of select
ing“any”for a 10 Tech. This allows the programming office to select any
available 10 Tech that best fits a student’s preferred schedule and elective
choices. This increases the likelihood of getting a specific elective.

« Academic classes, such as APs, are given priority over electives.

Mr. Wong explained that programming over 800 course offerings for more than
3,200 students is complicated. He acknowledged that this can lead to program
ming errors. Although he did not have specific suggestions to resolve program
ming conflicts once they occur, he did suggest that students carefully consider

all of the options they select to minimize the possibility of conflicts.

Comprehensive Education Plan

The primary function of the SLT is to develop the Comprehensive Education Plan
(CEP) for the school. The CEP typically has three to five SMART goals: goals that
are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and time-bound. The 2010/2011
academic year will include three CEP goals.

The first goal, writing across the curriculum, is carried over from last year. This
goal seeks to improve the writing and communication skills of all students by in-
corporating meaningful writing assignments into each discipline over the course
of the term.

Principal Teitel suggested two other goals for the coming academic year: increase
subject class attendance and reduce the number of students failing classes. Both
of these goals are supported by the administration’s review of data collected on
both attendance and failure rates. The group discussed both of these goals and

came to the conclusion that improving subject class attendance (reducing cutting)
should be considered part of reducing the failure rate. As aresult, the group agreed
to develop another goal for the upcoming 2010/2011 academic year.

Education Funding

PA co-president Larry Wood updated the SLT on the latest round of education
budget cuts coming from Albany. Initial budget cuts for next year are projected
to be $1.4 billion. Parents need to keep up the advocacy to limit the magnitude
of the cuts.

SING!

Last year the students requested changes to the rehearsal schedule of SING! so
that the performance would occur prior to the end of the first marking period. The
new schedule avoids having students removed from the cast at the last minute
due to first marking period grades.

The students briefed the SLT on the pros and cons of the new SING! schedule. Al-
though the students prefer the performance occurring before the end of the mark-
ing period, they felt that the rehearsal time was too short. The students requested
the longest possible rehearsal period that would accommodate performances be-
fore the end of the marking period.

The administration stated that the reduced five-week schedule was a result of
scheduling various events including an SAT test date, Open School Night, and the
end of the marking period. The administration stated that a six-week rehearsal
schedule is the goal.
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COLLEGE COR N E R by Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufman Watt

Urge your child to ask questions and get answers in the College Office during general
advisement hours: 7:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m., 5th period, 10th period, and after school.

Our Parent Coordinator, Harvey Blumm ((212) 312-4926, hblumm@stuy.edu) is our
best resource should you have any questions.

For Seniors

® (ongratulations: Congratulations to all! You're finally done with college!
Make sure to keep up the good work this semester—final reports will be
sent (and looked over carefully) by all of the colleges you were admitted to.

® (ollege Choice: May 1was the deadline to inform colleges of your choice.

® Surveys: A senior survey will be given out during homeroom in May. On the
survey you'll have a chance to notify the College Office of your final college
decisions. This is helpful for future students, since these surveys provide the
College Office with needed statistics.

For Juniors

® Handbooks: College Handbooks were distributed on March 23 during home-
room. All juniors received copies. If your child did not receive one, please con
tact the College Office. The handbook has vital information on the college
application process (with important deadlines!). It's crucial to read it through
carefully at some point in the next few months. Additional handbooks as
well as Korean and Chinese translations can be purchased at the May PA Gen-
eral Meeting.

® (ollege Night: Junior College Night took place on Thursday, April 29. This
event allowed juniors and their parents to meet with admissions represen
tatives from nearly 200 colleges and universities. A list of represented colleges

Over 3000+
Students Served!

JETSET

SAT Intensive Prep Class

Jet Chaw

*25+ Years of
Teaching Experience

*MBA

*BSc

Jet's students deliver real world results...

and their assigned rooms was given to junior students the day before College
Night.

® Standardized Testing : Make sure your child signs up or plans to take the SAT
| or ACT with writing. Also make sure to check the websites of your choice col-
leges to see which SAT Il subject tests they recommend or require.

® (ollege Advisement: College advisement sessions have been going on since
March. Make sure you're prepared before your appointment with some initial
ideas about which colleges your child is interested in. Also make sure to bring
standardized test result information (if applicable), so your college counselor
can be fully informed about your child.

® SSR Interviews: Remind your child to check his/her e-mail for reminders
about his/her SSR interview date.

® Teacher Recommendations: Now is the time to ask teachers to write recom
mendations for your child. Some teachers limit the number of students they
write recommendations for, so encourage your child to act early. Please re
mind your child to be polite when asking for recommendations and write
thank-you notes after the recommendations are sent. Most colleges ask for
recommendations from two junior/senior teachers of different subjects,
preferably one in humanities and one in math/science.

For Sophomores & Freshmen

* Pre-College Night: Wednesday, April 28, was Pre-College Night which took place
in the Murray Kahn Theater. This seminar was designed to give underclassmen par-
ents a head start on the college application process. In addition to the informative
seminar the evening included an opportunity for parents to ask questions.

Peak Xu Kevin Tzeng Annie Lu Lisa Tang
MIT ‘08 Columbia ‘13 Harvard ‘10 Harvard ‘10
SAT 2400 SAT 2270 SAT 2350 SAT 2300
DonaHo Michael Lin Mike Zhang Dawn Chezang
Harvard ‘11 Michigan ‘11 Chicago ‘13 NYU ‘13
SAT 2300 SAT 2350 SAT 2260 SAT 2250
Diana Wu Grace Chao Becky Zhao
Cornell ‘13 Washington 13 Washington ‘11
SAT 2230 SAT 2380 SAT 2300
Website —> facebook.com/hellojetset
E-mail —> jetsat@helloyr.com

SUNDIAL ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Debra H. Resnicoff - Columbia University B.A. and M.EA.
Admissions & Essay Specialist

I guide young writers toward insight, confidence,
and creativity. In my experience, these are the keys to a
successful college essay, whether a student dreams of
attending an Ivy, or a small college that is the perfect fit.

“You clearly take pleasure in working with words and people,
which made it more fun. My essay would not have been at the
Columbia and Penn levels without your stimulating brainstorm

discussions and experience with applications.”

- Student, University of Pennsylvania Class of ’04
In-person and online from Madison Avenue to Madagascar
(and in The Hamptons!)

Coming soon: Common Application Essay Workshop. Sessions in July
or August in Mid-town Manhattan. See my website for details.

www.sundialacademicsuccess.com
917.603.8346
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ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE

Thank you to all of the wonderful Stuy families who have so generously given more than $212,000 to the
Annual Appeal fundraising campaign thus far.

If you still have not donated to your child’s education, NOW is the time! Our PA funds an enormous number ——— $400,000
of initiatives that benefit students, parents and the school. This year, we need your help more than ever, as

the statewide $1.4 billion cut to public education threatens to decimate the activities and electives that ~ $300,000
make Stuyvesant one of the premier high schools in the nation. $212,000

—— $200,000
We currently have more than 3,200 families—a donation of just $30 from each would generate nearly

$100,000. To make your tax-deductible contribution online, visit www.stuy-pa.org and click on “Make A — 100,000
Donation!” Or, simply send us a check, along with the Annual Appeal Donation Form below. Remember, no
amount is too small to make a big difference.

Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School Annual Appeal Donation Form

YES, | want to support my child’s education! Enclosed is my donation:

[7$200 (7$300 [7$500 (34750 751000 (742000 (AO0ther

[ lam enclosing a check (payable to the Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School)

[ | want to charge my gift to: A Visa [ MasterCard [ American Express

Card # Exp. Date
Card Holder’s Name

Amount $ Zip Code
Signature

[ If you work for a company that has a matching gift program, please check this box.
Company Name:
Please send the matching gift form to Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School

Please Note: You may make your donation in convenient monthly credit card installments through the Stuy-PA Web
site. Just visit www.stuy-pa.org and click on the Donate Now button at the top left hand side of the screen.

Please be sure to completely fill out the information below:

Parent Name(s)

Student Name(s) Grade(s)
Street Address City Zip
Home Phone Work Phone

E-mail address:

Please send contributions to Parents” Association, Stuyvesant High School, 345 Chambers Street, Room 271, New York, NY 10282-1099
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE STUYVESANT PARENTS" ASSOCIATION, MARCH 23, 2010

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by PA Co-President Larry Wood.

2. The meeting began with a 15-minute performance by a SING! a capella group who per-
formed several musical numbers including Stand By Me and Poker Face. A fundraiser bake sale
was also conducted by student members of the Japanese Honor Society before the meeting.
3. Larry asked for a motion to accept the minutes for the February meeting. A motion was
made and seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.

4. Co-Presidents announcements:

a. Larry began with a review of the meeting agenda.

b. Larry thanked the many parents who contributed to the Faculty Reception, Open House
forincoming freshmen and Lunar Feast initiatives. The Faculty Reception incorporated the as-
sistance of some 40 parent volunteers who served more than 200 faculty members. The Open
House involved no less than 20 parents, and the Lunar Feast involved over 50 parent volun-
teers.

¢. Alexaddressed the PA budget, which includes both income and expense. On the income
side, Alex announced that we reached 45% of our projected annual total by the end of February.
The budget was set high, and we are actually on track to meet last year’s number. All money
raised in the current year will go toward next year's PA budget. On the expense side, we have
spent 56% of our budget thus far. The PA Executive Board is currently working on another round
of appropriations. Larry also pointed out that the fundraising goal was “aspirational,”and that
an Annual Appeal letter was sent as part of a mailing to all incoming freshmen. Traditionally,
freshman families contribute up to 50% of the overall Annual Appeal total.

d.  Apreliminary estimate is that the Lunar Feast brought in $25,000 of net income. The
final number will be available next month after the online auction concludes and all expenses
are accounted for.

e. Larry discussed the importance of advocacy, and explained that education advocates
and parents successfully staved off the proposed mid-year New York State and New York City
cuts to the school’s budget. Principal Teitel took preemptive action in November, canceling all
per-session services, which include Academic Intervention Services (AIS) tutoring and faculty
advisors for Stuy clubs and organizations. The PA swiftly responded by appropriating $60,000
in grant money to partially reinstate the per-session items commencing in December. Principal
Teitel was later informed by the DOE in late January that the current 2009-10 school budget
would not be cut after all—to everyone’s great relief. Principal Teitel then informed the PA that
the school no longer needed the PAS per-session grant money, but would almost certainly need
it nextyear. Since the grant money has already been deposited in the Stuy Galaxy account and
cannot be easily returned, it was proposed that the funds be viewed as a prepayment toward
next year’s appropriations, in which case they would be “rolled over” to the school’s 2010-11
budget. How the “rolled over” grant money will be distributed, for per-session or for other
school programs, will be determined by the school administration and the PA Executive Board
next year, once the school has specific information on the 2010-11 budget allocation. In so
doing, the grant will effectively be rescinded as an expense in the 2009-10 PA budget, and the
$60,000 sum will be restored to this year's appropriations budget to be used for another round
of smaller grants this year. A motion was subsequently made to rescind the $60,000 appropri-
ations grant for per-session funding in the 2009-10 PA budget. The motion was seconded and
passed by vote of the membership.

f. Larryalso stated that the state budget for the upcoming fiscal year looks grim, and that
Governor Paterson has proposed a $1.4 billion cut to education with only a partial restoration
being discussed by the legislature in response. The bad news is that Stuyvesant, like the vast
majority of public schools, will most likely have a cut in funding for 2010-11. On the other
hand, the potential good news is that Stuyvesant may possibly qualify as a federal Title | school,
which would result in an increase of over $1.5 million in new federal funding. One way or the
other, new funding or a funding cut, the school and PA will learn the outcome in early summer,
and will be able to plan for next year accordingly.

g. Larry pointed out that advocacy telephone numbers are noted on the meeting agenda
to call elected officials in Albany toll-free, adding that parents should continue to call until the
state budget has been finalized. Parents were also urged to send letters and faxes to state
elected officials via www.ourkidscantwait.org.

h. There are many items available for the online auction. The bidding, which is being
posted on the biddingforgood.com website, will open on Sunday and remain open for two
weeks, until April 10 at 6 p.m. A colorful flier detailing all relevant information was distributed
at the meeting.

5. Principal’s Report: Mr. Teitel addressed the membership as follows:

a. Mr.Teitel pointed out that the junior class won the SING! performance competition for

the first time since 2000.

b. Lastyear, the DOE sent out 1,004 letters to potential incoming freshmen and a total of
883 students accepted. Mr. Teitel asked the DOE to send 900 letters this year. However, the DOE
elected to send 958 letters and received 858 affirmative responses. Based upon the number of
accepted offers, we anticipate that the incoming class will bring the total student enroliment
toabout 3,312 students. The graduating senior class is 799, which means that the student pop-
ulation s likely to increase. Principal Teitel articulated the need to purchase additional lockers,
pointing out that the current freshman class is forced to share.

¢.  Friday, March 26, will begin the spring vacation. Immediately following vacation,
classes will begin to prepare for AP exams. Mr. Teitel explained that the school gets very quiet,
and that students are under a great deal of stress.

6. Committee Reports:

a. We need to form a Nomination Committee that will consist of either two or three mem-
bers coming from the Executive Board (EB), and an additional four volunteers from the parent
body. Those EB members who agree to serve on the Nomination Committee may not run for
office. Four non-EB volunteers stepped forward from the membership ranks, and several EB
members volunteered to participate. Larry requested that all Nomination Committee inductees
turn their names into the Recording Secretary. The inductees are Billy Chen, Lolo Saney, George
Sheldon and Julie Sterling. The EB Nomination Committee members are Larry Wood, Eleanor
Cheng and Lillian Sage.

b.  Academic Affairs Committee: Co-Chairs Andrea Fastenberg and Mary Wong invited
English Department AP Eric Grossman to answer policy questions concerning homework and
testing, grading, final exams and uniformity of teaching.

¢. College Committee:

i Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufman Watt announced that all junior students received
the College Handbook, which was compiled by Greg Walkes and is definitively the
most valuable college planning tool available to Stuy students. The handbook
offers step-by-step planning advice and is available for purchase at all PA General
Meetings for $5.00.

ii. AP of Guidance Eleanor Archie sent a letter home concerning discounted Princeton
Review SAT and SAT Il test preparation classes.

iii.  The College Office will be hosting a college planning session for junior parents on
March 25.

iv.  Anew special College Night for freshmen and sophomores will be held on April 28
and is being organized by Ms. Archie.

v.  College Fair Night for juniors is scheduled for April 29. If your child is a junior, you
will want to attend with your child. Jed Appelrouth, founder and CEO of Appelrouth
Tutoring Services, will be speaking to parents. 200 colleges have been invited to
attend. The event is open tojunior families only; if your child is not a junior at
Stuyvesant, you may not attend. A sign-up sheet for College Night volunteers was
posted in the vestibule for parents who are willing to help.

d. Faculty Reception: The committee has finished their work for the year, having hosted
two important faculty events for Parent/Teacher Conferences in the spring and fall. The EB
thanked committee chairs Robert and Sunny Park and the dozens of parent volunteers who as-
sisted.

e. Program Committee: There are three general PA meetings left for the year:

i. InApril, the PA will be hosting Dr. Alan Schlechter of the NYU Child Study Center,
who will discuss how to manage stress. Dr. Schlechter is the author of The Science
of Happiness. He will be taking questions from the audience.

i.  Atthe May meeting, we will present the popular Parent-to-Parent Panel, in which
graduating parents share their experiences concerning the college process. We
will also hold elections for the 2010-11 PA.

iii. At the final PA meeting of the year in June, ourincredibly successful Robotics
Team will offer a high-level robotics demonstration. We will also hold elections
for the 2010-11 SLT and approve the PA 2010-11 budget.

f. Appropriations Committee: The committee has received an emergency appropriations
request from the Robotics team for $10,000 to help fund a trip to Atlanta for the national cham-
pionship competition. This prestigious competition is by invitation only, and the PA leadership
would like to support the team and the school. The committee will present a funding recom-
mendation for the Robotics team along with a full list of grant recommendations at the April
PA meeting.

7. The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE STUYVESANT PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION, APRIL 20, 2010

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by PA Co-President Larry Wood.

2. larry gave all members time to review the minutes of the March 23 General Meeting. A
motion was made to adopt the minutes. The motion was seconded, voted upon and approved.
3. (o-Presidents’ announcements:

a. Larrydiscussed the state and city budget process, commenting that the situation con-
tinues to look grim. New York State is currently facing a $9 billion budget shortfall and the
governor is requesting a record $1.4 billion cut to public education. Although a decrease in
funding and consequent cuts to individual schools are a virtual certainty, Larry urged parents
to continue to fight to keep the budgetary decrease to an absolute minimum. The state budget
was due April 1and is now late; when a state budget is finally approved, the mayor and city
council will then negotiate a budget. In June, individual schools like Stuyvesant should learn
details of their proposed budgets and the extent of feared cuts.

b. Upstate residents have been advocating for their share, and we in New York City should
do the same. Parents were urged to obtain information on how to contact their elected officials
on the PA website, or to log onto. www.ourkidscantwait.org to contact New York State elected
officials. Larry also suggested that parents call the mayor’s office and contact their respective
council members. Despite the grim fiscal picture, there s still a possibility that Stuy will receive
some new federal funding. If Stuy qualifies as a “Title " school—determined by having over
40% of current families be eligible for free or reduced lunch—the school could receive approx-
imately $1.5 million. There are certain restrictions as to how that money may be used, but it
would surely help the school through the current fiscal crunch. News on Stuy’s eligibility is ex-
pected by June.

¢.  The Annual Appeal topped the $200,000 mark, as we move into the final months of
the academic year. Last month's Lunar Feast generated more than $40,000 in revenue. Conse-
quently, we have accumulated over $250,000 in PA funding for next year. Larry reported that
we need one large final “all-in” campaign to raise another $80,000 to $100,000 for next year’s
anticipated needs.

d. The Barnes & Noble Book Fair, which typically earns approximately $500, will be held
April 22-27. It was suggested that everyone take the opportunity to purchase books at the
Tribeca Barnes & Noble, taking care to mention Stuyvesant High School to the cashier. The ap-
propriate form can be downloaded from the PA website.

e. Larry announced that he and are beginning to think about how to pass institutional
knowledge on to the next administration. We have already formed a Nominations Committee
and are currently seeking candidates. We will elect a new group of EB officers at the May General
Meeting and will fill SLT positions at the June meeting.

4. Financial report:

a. Ourbudget s on target in most categories through March 2010, and the PA will adopt
abudget for the next year in June. We have $414,000in the bank, which represents the money
that remains for the current year, and money raised for next year. We are currently proposing
an amended budget for 2010 and are asking the membership to approve some revisions which
include and a lowered Annual Appeal projection of $312,000, for a total of $367,000 in overall
projected income, an addition of funds to the accounting and audit budget lines in order to
allow for a complete audit (which has not been done in many years). We will also end slightly
under budget in the area of printing and postage for the PA newsletter, the Bulletin, although
the May and June editions are yet to come. We were able to cut 50% in the General Support
category and assign those dollars elsewhere, as Principal Teitel did not need the money that
the PA had allocated for paper; that money, some $27,000, along with funding for the grant
writer ($1,200), and an Intel contest reception ($1,500), was restored to the Appropriations
budget and various other budget lines. (The grant writer, Melissa Carroll, was to receive a
stipend of $1,200, which she generously has chosen to forgo, and instead have the PA dedicate
to the Appropriations Committee for use by the Photography Department to purchase an en-
larger.)

b. Earlier in the year, the PA wrote a grant for $60,000 to restore per-session funding in
response to plans by the DOE to cut the school budget. When the projected cut was averted,
Principal Teitel announced that the grant was no longer necessary. At the March PA meeting,
the members agreed to rescind that grant and restore $60,000 to the 2009-2010 Appropriations
Committee budget line.

¢ Afterreview and discussion on the overall revised PA budget, Larry called for a motion
to adopt the revisions as distributed to all members at the meeting. A motion was made, sec-
onded and approved. Larry stated that the PA leadership will continue to go over the budget
with a fine-tooth comb, looking for additional savings. Larry announced that there may be a

final revision before the end of the year.
5. Principal’s report:

a.  Mr.Teitel began by expressing his gratitude for the grant money that the PA membership
had just approved.

b.  He stated that the Robotics Team ranked 47th out of more than 300 teams that com-
peted in the first national robotics championship in Atlanta. He also acknowledged the Chess
Team, stating that they keep bringing him large trophies.

¢ Mr.Teitel commented that we are currently in a stressful period for students as they
are prepare for AP exams. The kids are nervous and working very hard, as is the faculty. AP re-
view sessions are currently being offered after school and a schedule has been posted on the
school’s website. SAT Il exams will follow the APs two weeks later, and sophomores and juniors
should begin thinking about which tests they will submit with their college applications. Just
one and a half weeks after the SAT Is, Regents exams will take place.

d. Atthe March General Meeting, Mr. Teitel mentioned the school would be installing an
air conditioning system for the gyms, and that it would be necessary to shut down the entire
school’s air conditioning system for the month of April. In fact, the air conditioning fix will not
affect other areas of the building as previously thought, but the project is behind schedule.

6. Committee reports:

a. Appropriations Committee: Appropriations Chair Rita Mitra stated that we recently re-
ceived a number of grant requests and were able to fund the majority in full. Members were
asked to review the full list of recommended grants, totaling $77,000. A few additional, in-
cluding a request to pay for an overhaul of the school pianos and funding for a Chinese newslet-
ter are still under consideration. Another set of recommendations will be presented at the May
meeting. Also, several of the grants, including robotics, enabled school teams and clubs to par-
ticipate in tournaments. Larry requested a motion to approve the Appropriations Committee
grants as stated in the recommendations document. The motion was made, seconded and ap-
proved.

b. Nominations Committee: The annual PA officer elections will take place at the May 25
General Meeting, and the School Leadership Team (SLT) elections will take place at the meeting
on June 8. Nominations for PA officer positions will be accepted through May 19, and SLT nom-
inations through June 1. Nomination forms were made available at the meeting and may be
downloaded from the PA website. Nominations Committee member Julie Law was on hand to
answer questions.

¢. Academic Committee: The Co-Chairs were present but did not have a new report. How-
ever, Larry explained that the committee serves as a liaison between the PA and the SLT, as well
as the Assistant Principals (APs).

d. College Committee: Co-Chair Monica Kaufman Watt discussed upcoming events, in-
cluding the Pre-College Night for freshmen and sophomores, scheduled for April 28, and junior
College Night on April 29. For College Night, each student will be asked to select four colleges
to meet with, with a fifth to be selected that evening. College consultant Jed Appelrouth,
founder and CEQ of Appelrouth Tutoring Services, will address junior families while the college
reps are dining in the library. The PA is still seeking volunteers to help set up and clean up. We
are also looking for anyone who can facilitate the procurement of some 50 potted plants to
decorate the tables; last year’s plants were donated by a Stuy parent who has since graduated.
College Night is extremely crowded and hectic, and freshman and sophomores may not attend.
The PAis planning to produce a DVD of Mr. Appelrouth’s presentation, which will be made avail-
able to all Stuy parents. Also, a video recording of the March 25 junior parent forum on college
will also be available for purchase at cost.

7. SLTreport: Neither PA Co-President was able to attend the SLT meeting; however, Junior
SLT Representative Paul Bauer came forward to discuss the topics as follows:

a. Stateand city budget concerns

b.  Comprehensive Education Plan goals, including lowering the failure rate among students
and reducing cutting

¢. How to leverage technology and improve practical skills, such as using the internet for
research and formatting papers
8. Program Committee: Co-Chair Pam Lambert introduced Dr. Alan Schlechter of the NYU
Child Study Center and author of The Science of Happiness. Dr. Schlechter gave a presentation
on perfection versus success, and positive psychology.

9. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary
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Chinese Translation (continved from Page 12)
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Thie Parents' Associarion oF Stuvvesant High Scioot

Bulletin

345 Chambers Street, Room 271

New York, NY 10282

Dated Material

The Parents’ Association
of Stuyvesant High School

Bulletin

WWW.STUY-PA.ORG 2009-2010, ISSUE 6,MAY

Stuyvesant Parents’
Association Web site

Information is also
available at the
Stuyvesant PA
Web site,

WWW.Stuy-pa.org

SCHOOL
CONTACT INFO

Stuyvesant High School
345 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10282

(212) 312-4800

www.stuy.edu

-~

UPCOMING PA GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, May 25, 2010
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Murray Kahn Theatre
6:30 Hospitality and Refreshments

Presenting
The PA Parent-to-Parent Panel

Join our team of current and alumni
parents for a conversation on the college
process, followed by an informative Q & A.

~

STUYVESANT PA BULLETIN
The PA Bulletin is published by the
Stuyvesant High School
Parents’ Association.

Contributions, comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Please contact Bulletin Editor
Lee Levitt (stuybulletin@hotmail.com)

Many thanks to this month's contributors: Gerry Khermouch, Lillian Sage,
Paul Bauer, Monica Kaufmann Watt and Spencer Birbaum; to Yunmi Kim,
Wenshan Shih, Rong Cao, Clara & Jang Hyeog, and Esther Yoon for their
assistance with translation; to Beth Bacon for her Annual Appeal update;
to Lisa Handorff for her editing and proofreading; to Bruce Hood for his
help with advertising; to Dave Gibson for his invaluable support; also,
special thanks to Co-Presidents Larry Wood and Alex Cai for their contri-
butions and guidance and to Lolo Saney for her design and layout W(y




