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A LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

We hope families were able to
enjoy some time together during
the recent mid-winter break, and
to whatever degree possible, the
two snow days in February! It
won't be very long now until the
days grow warmer and Spring
Break is upon us.
Over the coming weeks our senior students will finally
learn the full range of colleges that will extend accept-
ance offers to them. We wish the best to all as they con-
sider their options and then choose a path for continued
learning and growth.
We have some great news on the budget front. We re-
ported, in the January Bulletin, that Stuyvesant, like all
public schools around the city, was taking steps to con-
tend with expected mid-year budget cuts. Principal Teitel
was informed by the Department of Education (DOE) on
January 29 that the previously announced cuts would
not be enacted! The protests to the mayor and the uproar
by thousands of parents over the threatened closings of
many other schools were apparently enough to cause
the DOE to relent. What a relief! The voices of advocates,
parents, students and teachers were heard, and despite
difficult financial times, both state and city mid-year ed-
ucation cuts were averted.
With this good news, Principal Teitel reported to the PA
Executive Board (EB) that the school now had enough
resources to fully restore all “per-session”funded tutoring
and extracurricular activities. Furthermore, the $60,000
grant that the PA had issued to the school will not be
needed for the current academic year. Consequently, the
Executive Board will now propose, at the March 23 PA
meeting, that the members approve to allocate $60,000
back to the PA Appropriations Committee budget and af-
fect another round of smaller grants to various depart-
ments and student organizations. The Appropriations
Committee would then meet to review grant requests
and present a set of recommendations for approval by
the PA membership in April.
For our next two PA meetings, we have some exciting
programs shaping up! At the March 23 meeting, our
School Leadership Team (SLT) representatives and the
Academic Committee will report and take questions on
the school’s vacation and homework policies; they will
also address concerns about “in-class”vs.” departmental”

finals, as well as homework during in-class finals week.
We will also form a Nominations Committee for forth-
coming PA elections scheduled for May and June.

In addition, we have invited students from SING! to the
March 23 meeting to deliver an encore performance of
some of their fabulous dance routines.

For the April 20 meeting, we will be featuring a presen-
tation by Dr. Alan Schlechter, Associate Director of Edu-
cation and Training for NYU Medical School’s Department
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. Dr. Schlechter will be
discussing the topic of Reducing Stress and Anxiety, par-
ticularly the types of stresses common to students in a
high-pressure environment such as Stuyvesant. This is
important information for your child and family, so don't
miss these meetings!

Attend the

Lunar Feast Gala
Friday, March 19, 2010

: o
U

88 Palace Restaurant
88 East Broadway
Manhattan

All Proceeds Will Go to Benefit the Students
and Families of Stuyvesant High School.

See the Lunar Feast RSVP
on Pages 5-6 to order
your tickets today!

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

The spring semester began on Tuesday, February 2.
The first marking period ended on Wednesday, March
5. Report cards will be distributed on Tuesday, March
16. Those of you on the school listserv will also receive
this by e-mail. Parent-Teacher conferences are Thurs-
day evening, March 18 and Friday afternoon, March
19. Parent classroom visitations will be allowed on Fri-
day morning, March 19. | encourage you to make a
connection with your child’s teachers.

Online registration for all Advanced Placement exams
began on Monday, March 8 and will continue through
Friday, March 19. Please make certain that your
daughter/son has registered.

The DOE is again conducting Learning Environment
Surveys. This survey will be mailed directly to each
Stuyvesant family and should arrive by March 12. | en-
courage you to please take a few minutes to complete
and return it by April 23.

Finally, | want to thank all our parent volunteers who
helped plan and execute our Open House on February
22. Most visiting families seemed very pleased with
our program.

Sincerely,
—Stan Teitel
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2009-2010 CALENDAR

Mar 18 Thu Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mar 19 Fri Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mar 19 Fri Lunar Feast Fundraising Gala

Mar 23 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Mar 23 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Mar 29 - Apr 7 Mon - Wed Spring Recess — No School

April 8 Thu PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
April 20 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

April 20 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

May 4 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
May 25 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

May 25 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

May 31 Mon Memorial Day — No School

June 1 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
June 8 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

June 8 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Jun10 Mon Chancellor’s Conference Day — No School
Jun28 Mon Last Day Of School — Early Dismissal

Parent — Teacher Conferences
Thursday, March 18: 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday, March 19: 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Open School
Friday, March 19: 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO BE FORMED
AT MARCH GENERAL MEETING sy 8ruce Hood

At the PA General Meeting on March 23, 2010, a Nominating Committee will be formed
to recruit candidates for the Spring Election and to conduct that election. The Nomi-
nating Committee is tasked with seeking out a diverse and representative group of can-
didates from the PA membership to fill the following positions:

Officers School Leadership Team Delegates
Presidents or Co-Presidents « Sophomore Parent Delegates
First Vice President (two plus one alternate)
Second Vice President + Junior Parent Delegates
Recording Secretary (two plus one alternate)
Corresponding Secretary «  Freshman Parent Delegates
Treasurer (one plus one alternate)
Assistant Treasurer

The Nominating Committee will consist of a minimum of five and a maximum of seven
members. The PA Executive Board selects a minority of the membership, subject to rat-
ification by the general membership, and the majority will consist of PA members who
are not currently serving on the Executive Board. The latter group will be selected by
the membership at the March meeting. If more people are nominated than there are
positions available, an election will take place at the April General Meeting. If you serve
on the Nominating Committee, you cannot run for election.

The PA invites all persons interested in serving on the Nominating Committee to come
forward at the March General Meeting.
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Main Office (212) 312-4800
Parent Coordinator: Harvey Blumm 2731
SPARK: Angel Colon 2733
Address Change: Annette Bosco 21
Lost MetroCard: Camille Galantini 2055
Attendance: Carol Carrano 2031
Health Aide: Ruth Dabrio 3
College Office 2250
Parents’ Association Office 271
Assistant Principals

Math: Maryann Ferrara 4020
Biology: Elizabeth Fong 7011
English: Eric Grossman 6011
Health & PE: Martha Singer 5010
Social Studies: Jennifer Suri 3021
Chemistry/Physics: Scott Thomas 9010
World Languages: Arlene Ubieta 5021
Music/Art/Tech: Ray Wheeler 1321
Guidance: Eleanor Archie 1031
Guidance Counselors

Jay Biegelson 2385
Jennifer Engler 2368
John Mui 2366
Meredith Negrin 2364
Audra Parris 2367
Ronnie-Ann Parnes 2383
Shakira Rajwant 2363
Holly Richmond 2362
Marcy Viboch 2386
Jeremy Wang 2387




FEBRUARY SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT) SUMMARY ¢y paut Baver

The School Leadership Team discussed several topics of interest to parents at the Feb-
ruary 23,2010 SLT meeting.

Programming Issues

The meeting began with a discussion about programming and class schedules. Student
representatives started the discussion by identifying several types of programming-
related complaints they have received from the student body. The issues cited include
conflicts between Stuy graduation requirements and elective offerings; being sched-
uled for the wrong level of class (i.e. Spanish 1in lieu of Spanish 3); and being sched-
uled for classes already taken. The students noted that some of the mistakes appear
to be computer-related since the student cannot select an already completed class
during on-line registration.

The parents and students offered additional insight on the topic, including difficulties
in resolving programming issues during the first week of the semester. Students noted
that the guidance office was closed for most of the day during this time period and
parents noted that the procedure for adjusting schedules during that week lacked
sufficient checks to ensure that program changes were properly recorded.

The administration acknowledged that scheduling classes for a student body as large
as Stuyvesant’s is difficult and mistakes will happen. However, Stuy graduation re-
quirements will always take precedence over electives. The administration recom-
mended tabling the discussion until the next SLT meeting so that the Programming
Department could attend.

Vacation Homework Policy

The parents opened the discussion on vacation homework by citing the goals of the
policy: “School vacations are intended to provide an opportunity for students and
teachers alike to rest, recharge and spend time with their families.”

The issue is not whether homework should be assigned during school breaks but rather
how much is too much to achieve the stated goals. Student and parent experiences
suggest that the perceived application of the policy varies widely from teacher to
teacher and semester to semester.

The faculty noted that the school calendar, coupled with Stuy’s dense curriculum and
student class schedules, can combine to create a significant amount of homework for
a student over vacations. The faculty indicated that, in some cases, “less could be more”
and that an open and meaningful channel of communication about the kind of edu-
cation we are building would be beneficial. It was agreed that students should speak
with their teachers if they feel the homework policy is not being followed. After addi-
tional discussion, the administration determined that Thanksgiving should be subject
to the vacation policy. A copy of the homework policy can be found on Stuy’s Web site
at http://register.stuy.edu/Vacation_Homework_Policy.pdf.

Student Diversity Enrollment Numbers

A recent New York Times article indicated that diversity among incoming freshmen at
New York City’s top high schools, including Stuyvesant, is dropping. Parent represen-
tatives asked if changes in the admission policy or more intensive outreach could be
done to increase enrollment of minorities.

The administration indicated that admissions to all of the specialized high schools are
based on exam score only and that the individual schools do not have the authority
to change admission requirements.

Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm has worked with students in the past on outreach
programs to middle schools with high minority enrolment. He plans to continue these
outreach efforts.
In addition to outreach, it was noted that school atmosphere may play a role in ad-
missions trends.

Test /Final Exam Procedures
Parent representatives indicated that freshman parents are having trouble understand-

ing the Stuyvesant final exam procedures. The parents requested clarification on why
multiple final exams are necessary; consistency of final exams; how departmental fi-
nals account for teaching variables; and why in-class finals were shifted to the week
before finals week.

The administration responded by explaining the finals policy and procedure. In-class
finals were moved to the week before finals. No regular unit tests are permitted during
this week. Courses with less than five sections will have in-class finals only. Depart-
mental finals are reserved for courses with more than five sections and will be admin-
istered during finals week along with state-wide Regents exams.

The faculty indicated that in-class final exams were moved to the week before finals
week to lessen the stress on students and provide a buffer between semesters. It
seemed excessive to have in-class finals, departmental finals, and state-wide Regents
exams during the same week.

The students indicated that the new system actually creates more stress coping with
in-class finals and homework during the same week. They also noted that adminis-
tering all final exams during finals week provides more time to study for finals without
having homework or other projects to complete simultaneously.

The faculty pointed out that Stuy may be over-testing. As an example, AP classes will
have an AP exam in May, which is the final exam for the class. It was suggested that
forgoing the January final to concentrate on the AP curriculum would be far more ben-
eficial.

The Challenge of a Meritocracy

The meeting closed with an interesting topic central to all of the issues discussed above.
One of the faculty representatives read some excerpts from the book Lost in the Meri-
tocracy by Walter Kirn. The passages were intended as “food for thought” as we discuss
the issues that are central to the SLT’s primary purpose of developing Stuyvesant’s
Comprehensive Education Plan.

\';v" COLLEGIATE COMPASS 1.

Our Advisors Bring Clarity and Strategy
to College Admissions

* 80% of clients accepted at first choice college
* 95% of clients accepted at 1 of top 3 choices

Founder Shannon Duff (Yale BA & MBA) worked
as a reader for Yale’s Office of Undergrad Admissions,
and for the past five years, has advised students from

across the U.S. and around the world throughout
the admissions process.

I cowld not have Found the confidence and support
that I needed and that she gave e amyeofere efse.
I hold Shannon, her stradegies, and her supportive, genal
manner, in the highest regard, ard I have her to 2hank For
acceptance to both of my dream schools, Yale and Brown.
~—=Current Yale Student

www.collegiatecompass.com
Phone: 212.233.9033
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INTERNSHIPS AND RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUY STUDENTS

by Gerry Khermouch

Parents attending the February PA meeting got another perspective on two effective
ways for students to gain highly valuable experience that will stand them in good
stead in their college years and beyond: internships and the Intel Science Talent Search.

On the subject of internships, the invited guest was Carolyn Weiss, senior education
editor for the Vault Guide to Top Internships, published by career site Vault.com. Ms.
Weiss stressed that internships aren’t essential in a student’s resume but they can be
very valuable, offering a chance to do hands-on research and make connections that
can be productive throughout a student’s career, in college and beyond. Often, she ad-
vised, an informal internship is more valuable than a highly structured one, but either
way it should be about more than making coffee runs and photocopies. Local organi-
zations as varied as the Museum of Modern Art and Con Edison offer internship op-
portunities.

To apply, students need to be professional and put their best foot forward. They should
highlight their leadership, experience and commitment as reflected in their activities
in student clubs or classes. One common pitfall in student application letters is in de-
parting from a professional tone and making them too personal, Ms. Weiss noted. Still,
while parents should offer their children general guidance and encouragement, they
should make sure the students write their materials in their own voice.

Also on the agenda was Jonathan Gastel, Stuy’s research coordinator, who has the big
job of overseeing students’ applications for the Intel Science Talent Search. Dr. Gastel
outlined some of the offerings, starting with a 9th grade 5-credit program offered in
the spring. Opportunities grow in 10th grade, with programs in molecular or computer
science, hands-on courses that start students on their way to doing a research project.

As Dr. Gastel noted, competing is not an idle undertaking. Students typically use va-
cation time to work on their projects, with national finalists typically investing two
years in conducting research. Indeed, given the stresses that can accumulate for juniors,
who already have a lot on their plates, the program is being moved ahead to the soph-
omore year. Intel classes run for 12 months and are anything but a casual, voluntary
undertaking: they count as a 10-tech, and students can't drop the effort on threat of
failing if they don't complete their project. There are no hard-and-fast prerequisites
to participate, mostly desire and determination, Dr. Gastel noted. For most participants,
though, it proves the highlight of their academic career at Stuy, he said.

OUTSTANDING TUTORING

By a PhD
Math All Levels
English Critical Thinking
History Study Skills
SAT/ ACT College Essay Prep

Dr. Jeffrey Liss  (718) 767-0233
(516) 728-6463

BARNES & NOBLE TRIBECA
97 Warren Street

April 22 -25, 2010

Preparing for a test? Preparing for the holidays?
Buy your books, CDs, DVDs, and gifts at Barnes & Noble

Booksellers.

A percentage of your purchases will go to the Stuyvesant
High School Parents’ Association.

Use a voucher, or mention Stuyvesant High School at the
cashier. For online purchases, visit
www.barnesandnoble.com/mybookfairs
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You are invited to
The Stuyvesant High School Seventh Annual

LUNAR NEW YEAR FEAST
Friday, March 19, 2010

88 Palace Restaurant
88 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002
6-10p.m.

We cordially invite you to attend a very special evening: the Stuy PA's Seventh Annual Lunar New Year Feast to take place on Friday,
March 19 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., to usher in the Year of the Tiger. Don't miss it! The event will serve as a wonderful opportunity to
mingle with new and old friends, teachers, school administrators and elected officials, enjoy student entertainment, and dine upon
a sumptuous 10-course meal — all for the worthy cause of supporting our children’s education. The feast will be held at 88 Palace
Restaurant, 88 East Broadway, New York, NY 10002.

For this event to be a success, we will need your participation!

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE LUNAR FEAST

* Attend the gala and invite friends:
Tickets cost $60, or $550 for a table of 10

* Become a sponsor, or solicit an ad for the Gala Journal

* Donate items for Silent Auction or raffles:
Travel packages, sky miles, tickets to sports events or shows, electronics,
professional services, restaurant or gift certificates, etc.

DONATE LUNAR FEAST RAFFLE and AUCTION ITEMS ONLINE!
We are pleased to announce the launching of the first Stuyvesant High School Online Auction and Donation Web site. Just go to,
www.biddingforgood.com/stuy-pa to donate, or view and bid on the many attractive offerings.

Please visit the PA Web site (www.stuy-pa.org) to download the following forms

Gala Dinner RSVP form with directions
Sponsorship and Gala Journal Ad form

Please contact the following parents for more information on how to assist

Gala Journal Sponsorship and Ads: Leo Lee: leoywlee@gmail.com
Volunteers and Ticket Sales: Jane Yuen: sincity2233@aol.com,
Eleanor Cheng: jcheng@earthlink.net

PA phone number for information: (212) 312-4800 x2711
or e-mail to lunarfeast2010@stuy-pa.org

The Stuyvesant Parents’ Association is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your contributions are tax- deductible to the extent permitted by law.
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Stuy PA Lunar Feast 2010 - Year of The Tiger RSVP form

March 19, 2010 6-10 p.m.
88 Palace Restavrant, 88 East Broadway, New York, NY 10002

RSVP in the name of: (Please inform your guests to refer to your RSVP upon arriving at the restaurant) 5]z ol v
Name: #:#: o5 Company/Affiliation: 23 FJ/Ef5¢: 3] A}
E-mail: 2B o] v Telephone: & 7: 41 3}

Address: il 54

Stuy PA Lunar Feast 2010 Attending Guests List

(Print names of attendees; use additional sheet if needed, leave blank if not yet confirmed):

SR R 2010 EMIEH W A HER 2010 A% 2Efo] PA S WA AR Bg

No actual tickets will be issued. Reservations will be confirmed by e-mail and the names will appear on an RSVP list at the restaurant.
ARG LA TR S, BRI S R, MEERABELIE
AAE AL WE A g ool o oFstel e o] g Fa Wzlolx FA7bat Wik o] RSVP Bl AAE ATk,

_____ Individual tickets* BARESR  AAEA $60 x =
________Table of ten seats* 10 firiEsg 109 HolEEA $550 x =
I would like to make an additional voluntary donation to the Stuyvesant PA in the amount of: §
Total amount enclosed &%t 34| $

Note: for tax purposes, the non-deductible portion of the cost for one dinner admission is $30.

a My company has a Corporate Matching Program (Please attach corporate matching form)
ﬁ)\lf’ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬂ Al R EGEITE T A R B R Sl Al AP 22 a9 0] s (A A FA A
)
[ Purchasing an ad in the program book (please call or e-mail me) 27 50 & HUEERE & <A HRte] FnAAE
(ER1A old Lol A F-EIUH
[ Contributing raffle item(s) (please use the raffle donation form) 8 E)3Hi5247 5. 55 FHE BN 5 #2 44,
BAEREFE N1FAAFUL. (BEF7IFTEAE AHEEA)

(J 1 cannot attend, but I would like to make a donation to Stuyvesant PA: 1<% /i, (HEE B L 34 & Brlshd 28
o] PA 9 71%-5& W71t

Note: Please remember to include payment before mailing. All checks should be made payable to: Stuy PA — Lunar Feast 2010.
Hd37] Aol FYL YAEAE N EA] FRIFGPA L. BE A9 722 Stuy PA - Lunar Feast 2010 Z}3 2 24 A Q.

Mail to: Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S., 345 Chambers Street, Room 271, NYC, NY 10282.
Fax to: (212) 312-4837, Attn: Lunar Feast 2010. Confirmation will be sent by e-mail.
The Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S. is a 501( ¢)3 organization, all contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

R e b 4 B[] [0] 2 232 (0], sRf#ELHE (212) 312-4837
SN AT E TR 501( C)3 FELFIHEEY, FrisssE o &7 AKR
2ofl MslAEIO| PA FAR R4 £ 2o Hal AHST 2 “Attn :Lunar Feast 20107 O|2t 1 M A ELYFAA| 2. ~E}lo] PA = 1] 4]
M4 501(C)3 o] vl a e A 2 Al g BIA] g3 A 7He o

Stuyvesant High School @ PA Bulletin @ March 2010 @ Page 6



COLLEGE COR N E R by Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufman Watt

Parent Questions: If you have any questions about the college process, contact
Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm at (212) 312-4926 or hblumm@stuy.edu.

Student Questions: Advise your children to visit the College Office during general
advisement hours, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. and during 5th and 10th periods. Coun-
selors are also available after school on some days.

Seniors

* Early Admissions Update Early admissions statistics have become avail-
able. Seniors were accepted to the following colleges: Amherst (1), Barnard (1),
Boston College (4), Boston University (1), Brown (5), Carnegie Mellon (3), Columbia
(12), Cooper Union (4), Cornell (17), Dartmouth (2), Fordham (5), Georgetown (2),
Grinnell (1), Johns Hopkins (4), MIT (7), Northwestern (3), NYU (18), University of
Chicago (10), Wellesley (1), Wesleyan (2), and Yale (6). Congratulations to those ac-
cepted, and good luck to those still waiting for decisions!

o This Semester We look forward to reporting good news in the coming
issue of College Corner. Make sure to keep up the good work and avoid rescinded
decisions.

Juniors

* College Handbooks College handbooks will become available within the
next few weeks. Juniors will be receiving individually marked copies during home-
room. Parents should carefully read through the handbook and mark all of the im-
portant dates. Extra handbooks will be available for purchase at all PA functions.
Chinese and Korean translations will be available for purchase at PA functions at a
later date.

The distribution of college handbooks will be announced in the PA weekly news on-
line update and in Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm'’s update as well. If your junior
student does not come home with a handbook, please contact Mr. Blumm or College
Committee co-chairs Lillian Sage and Monica Watt.

* Junior College Advisement Sign Up Juniors and their families can sign
up for advisement sessions with college counselors online. Follow the link at stuy.edu
to nycparents.net. Since these sessions are for juniors only, access is not provided for
parents of students in other grades. You need to sign up for a parent account in order
to access the sign-up server. Please note that appointments are on a first-come/first-
serve basis and are highly recommended. You should come to your appointment
well prepared, with SAT scores and some idea of which colleges you are interested
in. Students are mandated to attend the sessions with their parents.

Please contact the College Committee co-chairs if you have any questions.

© Junior Parents’ Meeting A meeting for junior parents is scheduled for
March 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Murray Kahn Theater. During the meeting College Coun-
selor Patricia Cleary will explain the college process to parents. Attendance is highly
recommended.

* College Night College Night is scheduled for April 29 at 5:50 p.m. The
evening will begin with an assembly in the Murray Kahn Theater, with a presentation
by college admissions expert Jed Appelrouth. (For those interested, Applerouth wrote
an informative article in the January Bulletin). Afterwards, juniors and their parents
will have the chance to attend four college information sessions with representatives
from individual colleges. Representatives of almost 200 colleges will be in atten-
dance.

Aflyer with a list of college reps attending and their room assignments will be pro-
vided for junior students during homeroom the day before College Night. Junior stu-
dents and their parents should look over the flyer and make a plan of which college
reps to meet so that they can get the most out of the event. Attendance without
planning could cause you to lose out on the opportunity to visit the representatives

of colleges you're interested in.

Please be reminded: this event is intended for juniors and their parents only. Assistant
Principal Guidance Eleanor Archie will be hosting a preliminary college night for
sophomores and freshmen and their parents on April 28. Details of the event will be
announced on the PA online weekly news update, as well as on Mr. Blumm'’s update.
Parent volunteers are needed for College Night. Please plan on attending the College
Night volunteer interest meeting on March 23, 6:00 p.m., before the PA General
Meeting.

* College Office Seminars for Juniors On February 25, college counselors
held mandatory information sessions for juniors during their English classes. All jun-
iors were informed of the event and received important information during the ses-
sion. In the coming weeks, college counselors will be holding small group meetings
for juniors to come and ask questions.

® Testing Please be aware of upcoming SAT and ACT test dates. Also make
sure to check the Web sites of your choice colleges to see which SAT Il subject tests
they recommend or require.

® SSR (Secondary School Report) Questionnaire Please remind your
child to continue updating his/her SSR Questionnaire online under Student Tools, so
that his/her guidance counselor will be able to write an SSR with sound informa-
tion.

Sophomores

® Testing Make sure to check the Web sites of your choice colleges to see which
SAT Il subject tests they recommend or require. It is often helpful to take a subject
testimmediately after finishing the class, while information s still fresh.

Science Tutoring

SUBJECT AND SAT II TUTORING in

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, & PHYSICS

-U.C. Berkeley alumnus

Former graduate student, Ph.D.
program in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology

Three years with major test prep
company

In your home,
excellent references!

(212) 871-9321

science.tutoring@hotmail.com

EXTREMELY PATIENT, REGARDLESS OF HOW LOST YOUR
KIDS ARE. AND WHOA! SOME OF THEM ARE, LIKE, LOST!
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE STUYVESANT PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION, JANUARY 19, 2010

1. The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by PA Co-President Larry Wood.

2. Larry asked for a motion to accept the minutes for the December meeting. A motion
was made and seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.

3. Co-Presidents’announcements:

a. We will be hosting the Lunar Feast on Friday, March 19 at Jing Fong restaurant
in Manhattan to welcome in the Year of the Tiger. [Please note: the Lunar Feast venue
has since been changed to 88 Palace Restaurant.] Congratulations to the nine
Stuyvesant students who recently became Intel Science Talent Search Semi-Finalists.
Each prize winner will receive $1,000 and the school will receive $1,000 for each semi-
finalist winner as well.

b.  We are pleased to announce that our attempts at advocacy have clearly paid
off, and anticipated mid-year budget cuts to education by the city were cancelled. How-
ever, the city is still proposing to cut 5% for the coming year, so we need to continue
our fundraising efforts to help offset cuts to next year’s budget.

¢ Principal Teitel has expressed his gratitude for the $60,000 that the PA donated
to restore the per-session money which goes to pay for faculty advisors for after-school
programs and Academic Intervention Services (AIS) tutoring. The Spectator and the
New York Post both picked up the story and published per-session funding articles.

d.  The Annual Appeal has already yielded over $156,000 in contributions and we
are hoping that everyone will make a donation. [The current total is $175,000.]

The Annual Appeal goal is $400,000. We are also hoping to raise between $20,000 and
$25,000 from the Lunar Feast, which will be used to pay for college-related services.

e. February 10is a scheduled open house for potential incoming students. The PA
has assisted with the event in past years and is looking for volunteers. [Due to snow,
the date was subsequently changed to Monday, February 22.]

f. Weare currently seeking volunteers to assist in the PA office. Anyone interested
in donating time is encouraged to e-mail Administration/Office Chair Beth Bacon: beth-
bac225@aol.com.

4. Larry introduced Councilwoman Margaret Chin, the first Asian American to be
elected to the New York City Council, representing City Council District 1, which includes
Chinatown. Chin vowed to battle against budget cuts, mentioning that her husband
is an elementary school teacher. She was questioned by the audience about student
MetroCards and stated that she strongly opposes their elimination. Asked about in-
ternships, Chin stated that they are available through her office, adding that one intern
who assisted with her campaign was admitted to Yale.

5. Principal’s report:

a. Principal Teitel expressed his appreciation that so many parents turned out for
the PA meeting.

b.  He explained that classes will end the following Monday, and that the next
four days would be spent on final exams. He said that if your kids come home and say
that they do not have to go to school during exam week, they are probably not lying.
Other classes are having in-class exams.

¢. Eachstudent will get a brand new program card, and program changes will be
restricted to the correcting of program errors.

d. OnFriday, February 5, new student MetroCards are scheduled to be distributed.
He stated that he is certain that these MetroCards will be issued for the spring because
the school already has them.

e. Principal Teitel also mentioned that on February 9, the American High School
Mathematics Exam will be administered to approximately 1,200 Stuy students.

f. SING!is scheduled to take place on March 5-6. It is a wonderful event, and stu-
dents will have the first opportunity to purchase tickets. Over 700 students are involved,
and fellow students gobble up most of the tickets.

g. Wedid very well in the Intel Science Talent Search, garnering the most awards
of any high school in New York State, and the third most in the United States. Although
the Intel awards receive the most attention, our students excel in many other areas in-
cluding speech and debate, girls swimming, and fencing.

6. Larry introduced Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, who acknowledged
Larry’s longstanding record of actively opposing cuts to funding for education and went

on to describe Larry as someone who fights for people who don't have the ability to
fight for themselves.

a.  Mr. Stringer stated that he opposes the elimination of student MetroCards, de-
scribing the threat as a scare tactic with tremendous ramifications. Stringer called the
MetroCard issue a $1,000 tax on families, many of whom cannot afford to pay, and
stated that he is spearheading an online petition in the hope of securing 25,000 sig-
natures.

b. M. Stringer is also involved in another initiative known as Kill the Drill, which
opposes exploration for natural gas in the vicinity of the upstate watershed that supplies
New York City.

¢.  Mr. Stringer thanked all who supported him in last year’s election.

d. One parent complained that he called 311 to notify the city about an open fire
hydrant last summer, and Mr. Stringer asked that his office be notified when such in-
stances occur.

7. Committees:

a. Fundraising Committee: Larry informed the membership of the moratorium on
bake sales in school. Under the current DOE A-660 regulations, the PA is permitted to
sponsor one bake sale per month during certain hours and in designated non-cafeteria
locations. A parent from the Robotics team has approached the PA requesting permis-
sion to run a bake sale in order to raise money. A motion was made to allow the PA to
sponsor or co-sponsor and conduct a monthly bake sale as permissible within DOE
guidelines. The motion was seconded, and approved by the membership.

b. College Committee: Co-Chairs Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufman Watt addressed
the membership:

i. The day of the General Meeting was the deadline for the second college
trip.

ii. Princeton Review is offering discounted SAT prep courses at the school.

iii. At this time, most seniors have applied to colleges, and the College Office
is now turning its attention to the junior class. College Office Director Pat Cleary
just returned from a medical leave and will be hosting a meeting for junior parents
to explain what to expect throughout the college selection process.

iv.Guidance counselors are currently meeting with all juniors to review Sec-
ondary School Report (SSR) questionnaires. The form provides critical information
that the guidance counselors use to write each student’s SSR, which is essentially
a college recommendation and is an integral part of the college application.

v. Each junior family will be receiving a copy of the College Handbook at
the end of February or the beginning of March. Lillian advised that the handbook is
paid for by the PA, and is the single most important source of college-related infor-
mation that the students will receive. Extra copies will be made available for
purchase at a nominal sum at all PA-sponsored meetings and events. Lillian urged all
parents to check through the handbook for important dates and to post them on the
calendar.

vi. April 28 is College Night for freshman and sophomore parents.

vii. April 29is College Night for junior parents, which is a huge event. Lillian
advised that students carefully identify three schools and meet with their respective
representatives. The PA needs a lot of parent volunteers to help out and there will
be an interest meeting shortly.
8. For the main program, Senior Education Editor for Vault.com, Carolyn Weiss, ad-
dressed the membership concerning various internships available to Stuy students.
Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm and Dr. Jonathan Gastel were also on hand to discuss
internship programs and research opportunities.
9. The next General Meeting will take place on February 23.
10.The meeting adjourned at 8:45.

Respectfully Submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary

This is an abridged version of the minutes that were approved at the PA General Meeting
of January 19.
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE STUYVESANT PARENTS” ASSOCIATION, FEBRUARY 23, 2010

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:25 p.m. by PA Co-President Larry Wood, due
to members enjoying the many “pot luck” food offerings.

2. Larry asked for a motion to accept the minutes for the January meeting. A motion
was made and seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.

3. Co-Presidents’announcements:

a. There will be an election of a new Assistant Treasurer tonight. Larry explained
that two parents have expressed interest and are in discussion about the position.

b. At the January General Meeting, the PA authorized a once-a-month bake sale
fundraiser. Parents from the Robotics Team have requested the opportunity to conduct
the first monthly bake sale — a St. Patrick’s Day sale.

¢. AStatement of Profit and Loss was distributed at the meeting, including a copy
of the current PA budget. Revenue is coming in as projected and expenses are on track.
4. Larry announced that New York State managed to stave off mid-year education cuts
of up to $686 million by using next year's federal stimulus money to bolster this year’s
budget. To everyone’s relief, the DOE also reversed course on the proposed 1.5% cut
and notified all school principals on January 29 that no mid-year cuts would occur at
this point. Larry reported that since the DOE backed off on the proposed cuts, the per-
session grant that the PA had given the school would not be needed to fund per-session
activities for the balance of the school year. Principal Teitel has expressed his desire to
the Executive Board (EB) to carry over the $60,000 sum for use in the next fiscal year,
when it is again anticipated that it will be needed to help offset the budget cuts that
are projected for the 2010-2011 school year. Larry explained that the EB was in working
on the PA budget for the 2010-2011 school year, which will be discussed and voted
upon in May 2010 and will reflect the $60,000 per-session grant prepayment. Larry
also pointed out that if Stuy does qualify for and receive Title | money, it would receive
an additional $1.5 million or more on top of the $17 million that the DOE already fur-
nishes to Stuyvesant, which would alleviate the budgetary pressures. Title | is a federal
program that provides additional funding for schools in which 40% or more of the stu-
dent population is below a specified income level.

5. Larry called for any additional nominations for the position of Assistant Treasurer
(AT). Larry stated that two interested candidates had come forward and conferred on
how they could coordinate to get the work of the AT done. One candidate agreed to
serve in the official capacity as the AT and introduced herself as Wai Wah Chin. The sec-
ond candidate, Bill Kaczmarek, agreed to serve as a volunteer. Since the election was
non-contested, Larry requested a motion to install Wai Wah Chin as Assistant Treasurer
by acclamation. The motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed.

6. Principal’s report:

a. Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on the evening of Thursday, March 18
and on the morning of Friday, March 19. Mr. Teitel stated that your child may encourage
you not to come, adding that he has firsthand knowledge, having raised two children
of his own. He went on to say that parents should attend, regardless of what their chil-
dren say.

b.  On Friday, March 19, parents will have the rare opportunity to observe their
children’s classes. Classes will run from 8:15 to noon, during which time the teachers
will have no idea who you are; they may find out later at the conferences. Parents sug-
gested that conferences not exceed the allotted three-minute time frame when there
is a line. It was also pointed out that the teachers who take the longest are often the
ones who have a computer open in front of them. Mr. Teitel agreed to address the matter
with the faculty.

¢.  Report cards will be issued on Tuesday, March 16. Principal Teitel stated that
some students may say that they left their report card in their locker, but that it is some-
where in their bookbags. Parents who are Stuy listserv members can expect to receive
report cards via e-mail. All Stuyvesant families will be receiving the School Environment
Survey in the coming weeks. Please fill out the survey form and mail it back at your
earliest convenience. You may also complete the survey online.

d. Aparentasked if the school has to make up the snow day that occurred earlier

in the month. Principal Teitel responded by pointing out that by law public schools in
New York State are required to remain open for no less than 180 days. However, there
are six additional days built into the schedule, which eliminates the need for the snow
days to be made up.

e. Principal Teitel announced that he just met with a company that will be putting
anew air conditioning system in the boys"and girls’ gyms. While the work is being com-
pleted, however, there will be no heat or air conditioning throughout the building. Mr.
Teitel said that he was gambling that the month of April would not go to either tem-
perature extreme.

f.  Principal Teitel stated that the DOE has sent out 958 letters to potential incoming
freshmen. Last year, 1,004 seats were offered at Stuy, and 883 spots were accepted.
7. Committee reports:

a. The Academic Committee recently reconvened as several issues relating to
homework policy and testing have arisen among parents. Andrea Fastenberg and Mary
Wong have stepped forward to serve as co-chairs. A motion was made to allow Andrea
and Mary to serve as co-chairs for the Academic Committee. The motion was seconded
and approved unanimously.

b. College Committee: Monica Kaufman Watt mentioned the PA donates money
each year to help pay for college advisement sessions for junior families on a first-
come/first-serve limited basis. For the first time, all appointments will be set up online
via the student tools account at www.stuy.edu. These sessions are funded entirely by
the PA, and are specifically for junior families; those interested will be able to sign up
on the Web site.

¢ Junior parents are invited to attend a very important meeting in the auditorium
on March 25 by College Office Director Pat Cleary to discuss the college process. College
Night will take place on April 29. Over 200 colleges are invited. Due to space constraints,
this event is open to junior families only.

i. On April 28, there will be a meeting for freshmen and sophomores with
AP of Guidance Eleanor Archie, who will deliver a general college overview.

d. Program Committee: Pam Lambert discussed the programs for the upcoming
PA meetings:

i.  The March 23 General Meeting will look to feature SING! performers
doing some of the tunes and dances that parents who are unable to attend the shows
would otherwise miss. Parent Betsy Lind will be coordinating the entertainment portion
of the meeting.

i. For April, we will be featuring a presentation by Dr. Alan Schlechter, As-
sociate Director, Education and Training, for NYU Medical School’s Department of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry. He will discuss the topic of Reducing Stress/Anxiety, focusing
on the types of stress so common to students in a high-pressure environment such as
Stuyvesant and to their families.

e. Hospitality Committee: The PA will be hosting a Faculty Reception dinner on
Thursday, March 18, just prior to the parent/teacher conferences. Families are encour-
aged to contribute desserts, which they may send in to school with their children;
desserts should be dropped off at the office of the Parent Coordinator on the second
floor. Parent volunteers are requested to help out with the event.

f. Fundraising Committee: The Lunar Feast benefit is scheduled for Friday, March
19. Leo Lee announced that anyone who books two tables would be eligible to receive
a diamond necklace. Any Lunar Feast booking in excess of $300 is tax-deductible, and
every dollar goes to benefit our kids. Betsy Lind is in charge of entertainment, and will
get our kids onstage to perform during dinner. Volunteer forms are available online.
8. Amy Gross and Sigal Gino presented a new online auction service called Bidding
For Good, which affords greater security, as credit card numbers are entered directly to
the company and are not processed through the PA. Anyone can register to make a bid
or donate auction items.

9. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary
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ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE

The Annual Appeal is off to a terrific start, and we would like to express our heartfelt appreciation
to all of the wonderful families who have contributed over $206,000 thus far. If you have not yet

given, now is the time! The PA funds a tremendous number of programs that benefit students, _$400,000
parents and the school. College advisement, teams, clubs and publications could simply not exist

without our help. This year, Stuyvesant needs us more than ever, as the well publicized budget cuts _$300,000
from Albany have placed our electives and extracurriculars squarely on the chopping block. These $206,000.

cuts threaten to undermine the very fabric of our school. We currently have over 3,200 families at —— 200,000
Stuyvesant -- if each family makes a donation, no matter how small, it will have an enormous impact 100,000

on our kids education. To make your tax-deductible contribution online or by mail, visit our Web
site (www.stuy-pa.org) and click on“Make A Donation!”

Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School Annual Appeal Donation Form

YES, | want to support my child’s education! Enclosed is my donation:

(36200 [3%300 (3$500 38750  [3$1000 352000  (IOther

[ lam enclosing a check (payable to the Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School)

[ lwanttochargemygiftto: [ Visa [ MasterCard ] American Express

Card # Exp. Date
Card Holder’s Name

Amount $ Zip Code
Signature

1 If you work for a company that has a matching gift program, please check this box.
Company Name:
Please send the matching gift form to Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School

Please Note: You may make your donation in convenient monthly credit card installments through the Stuy-PA Web
site. Just visit www.stuy-pa.org and click on the Donate Now button at the top left hand side of the screen.

Please be sure to completely fill out the information below:

Parent Name(s)

Student Name(s) Grade(s)
Street Address City Zip
Home Phone Work Phone

E-mail address:

Please send contributions to Parent’s Association, Stuyvesant High School, 345 Chambers Street, Room 271, New York, NY 10282-1099
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Chinese Translation (continved from Page 12)
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% _EI'&r & (Second Vice President) fir B
Er%30%HE (Recording Secretary) +—FE4RZF F{XF% (Junior Parent Delegates): —{ir &z—1{ir
1 ENFLE (Corresponding Secretary) ==
W #5£ (Treasurer) TUFEEZFFE (Freshmen Parent Delegates): —{if &z —1ir
BHERERA TS & (Assistant Treasurer) eiil
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Thie Parents' Associarion oF Stuvvesant High Scioot
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345 Chambers Street, Room 271
New York, NY 10282

Dated Material

The Parents’ Association

of

Stuyvesant High School
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Stuyvesant Parents’
Association Web site

Information is also
available at the
Stuyvesant PA
Web site,

WWW.Stuy-pa.org

SCHOOL
CONTACT INFO

Stuyvesant High School
345 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10282

(212) 312-4800

www.stuy.edu
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N

UPCOMING PA GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Murray Kahn Theatre

Special Program

Stuy Students
Will Perform
Musical Numbers from This Year's

Incredible SING! Production

~

STUYVESANT PA BULLETIN
The PA Bulletin is published by the
Stuyvesant High School
Parents’ Association.

Contributions, comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Please contact Bulletin Editor
Lee Levitt (stuybulletin@hotmail.com)

Many thanks to this month's contributors: Gerry Khermouch, Lillian Sage, Paul
Bauer, Bruce Hood and Monica Kaufmann Watt ; to Yunmi Kim, Wenshan Shih,
Rong Cao, Clara & Jang Hyeog, and Esther Yoon for their assistance with trans-
lation; to Beth Bacon for the Annual Appeal information; to Lisa Handorff for
her editing and proofreading; to Amie Gross, Mark Mckean and Leo Lee for the
Lunar Feast form and flier; to Bruce Hood for his help with advertising; to Dave
Gibson for his invaluable support; also, special thanks to Co-Presidents Larry
Wood and Alex Cai for their contributions and advice. and to Lolo Saney

for her design and layout work. J




