The Parents’ Association
of Stuyvesant High School

WWW.STUY-PA.ORG

A LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

We hope and trust that the
start of the school year has
gone well for your family,
and particularly for your
child (or in some cases,
children) at Stuyvesant.
Despite the threat of more
school budget cuts and fis-
cal difficulties, it will still be
a great year of growth and
learning for our children. The challenge before us
is to support the entire school community — stu-
dents, teachers, administration and parents; our
goal is to do everything within our power to en-
sure that our kids are afforded the highest quality
academic, extracurricular and social experience

possible.

Our first Parents’ Association (PA) General Meet-
ing went very well, with nearly 250 members in
attendance. While we are pleased with the
turnout, we recognize that this still represents less
than 8% of the 3,300 families who have students
at Stuy. That is why it is so crucial for parents to
stay in touch with the PA through our weekly e-
mail notifications and by reading the monthly
Bulletin newsletter.

Don’t be cut off!

This will be the final Bulletin issue to be mailed to
the entire membership. To reduce the cost of
printing and postage, future issues will be posted
online at the PA Web site. To receive an e-mail
alert and a link to the corresponding Web page for
each new issue, you must join the PA listserv. See
the shaded box on page 5 for instructions on how
to sign up!

If you prefer having the Bulletin delivered to your
home, you may also elect to continue receiving a
mailed copy by “opting-in.” To opt in, you must
submit the Opt-In Form on page 4.

Committees Update

At our September General Meeting, chairs for the
following committees were approved by a vote of
the membership: Appropriations, College, Faculty
Reception, Health and Safety, Hospitality, Mem-
bership Outreach (to be co-chaired), and Program

(to be co-chaired). These committees will begin to

recruit members and start work in their respective
areas. We are still seeking an overall Fundraising
chair but have nevertheless begun to implement a
number of fundraising initiatives; these include
the Annual Appeal, the Lunar New Year dinner
and a possible performance of Neil Berg’s 700
Years of Broadway to be held at the school.

The Budget Crisis

New York City schools have been chronically un-
derfunded for many years and the situation is
about to get worse. The state and city governments
largely fund our schools and, unlike the federal
government, the state and city must have balanced
budgets; they cannot run deficits. The respective
budgets adopted by Governor Patterson and
Mayor Bloomberg earlier this year are currently

Please See Annual
Appeal Donation

Form on Page 9.

out of balance and require “budget modifications.”
Actual tax revenues are running billions of dollars
short of projections, so cuts must be made, poten-
tially deep cuts. It is expected that after the No-
vember elections budget cuts will be enacted and
funding to public education will take a huge hit.
Unfortunately, this cut will be passed on to indi-
vidual schools. If the Stuyvesant budget were to
receive a cut of only 1%, we would lose $170,000
of funding!

The Annual Appeal

With this issue of the Bulletin, we officially com-
mence our 2009-2010 annual fundraising appeal,
and we applaud the generosity of the many parents
who have already contributed. We will need every
dollar we can possibly raise!

Principal Teitel has made it clear that he also an-
ticipates another round of budget cuts and that

Continued on Page 3
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

As darkness arrives a little earlier each day, and
the nights get cooler, the intensity of instruction
increases.

October is a very busy month. On Wednesday,
October 14 all juniors and sophomores took the
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT).
On Friday, October 16, the first marking period
ended. On Tuesday, October 27, report cards
will be distributed to students and e-mailed to
parents on the school-wide listserv. Open
School will occur on Thursday evening, October
29, and Friday afternoon, October 30. On Oc-
tober 30 parents will have the unique opportu-
nity to visit their child’s shortened classes.

Also, on October 22, we will be hosting our
Open House for eighth graders and their fami-
lies. This is a very important event, and I appre-
ciate any parent volunteers who can come and
help. If you are interested please contact Eleanor

Archie at ext. 1031.

At this time only 60% of parents have joined the
school-wide listserv. This is the most direct
method of communications with the school. 1
urge all of you to join this valuable tool for up-
to-date information about Stuyvesant and your

child.

T look forward to seeing you at Open School (do
not be intimidated by your child) and the PA
General Meeting on Tuesday, October 20.

Sincerely,

—Stan Teitel
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2009-2010 CALENDAR

Main Office: (212) 312-4800
Parent Coordinator: Harvey Blumm 2731
SPARK: Angel Colon 2733
Address Change: Annette Bosco 2111
Lost MetroCard: Camille Galantini 2055
Attendance: Carol Carrano 2031
Health Aide: Ruth Dabrio 3711
College Office 2250
Parents’ Association Office 2711
Assistant Principals:

Math: Maryann Ferrara 4020
Biology: Elizabeth Fong 7011
English: Eric Grossman 6011
Health & PE: Martha Singer 5010
Social Studies: Jennifer Suri 3021
Chemistry/Physics: Scott Thomas 9010
‘World Languages: Arlene Ubieta 5021
Music/Art/Tech: Ray Wheeler 1321
Guidance: Eleanor Archie 1031

Guidance Counselors:

Oct 20 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Oct 20 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Oct 29 Thu Parent/Teacher Conferences — 5:40 - 8:00 p.m.
Oct 30 Fri Parent/Teacher Conferences — 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Nov 3 Tue Election Day — No School

Nov 5 Thu PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Nov 11 Wed Veterans Day — No School

Nov 17 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Nov 17 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Nov 26 - 27 Thu - Fri Thanksgiving Recess — No School

Dec1 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Dec 15 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Dec 15 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Dec 24 - Jan 3 Thu - Sun Winter Recess — No School

Jan 4 Mon School Resumes

Jan 5 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jan 18 Mon Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day — No School
Jan 19 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Jan 19 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Feb 1 Mon Fall Term Ends — No School

Feb 2 Tue Spring Term Begins —School Resumes
Feb 2 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Feb 15-19 Mon - Fri Mid-Winter Recess — No School

Feb 23 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Feb 23 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Mar 2 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Mar 18 Thu Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mar 19 Fri Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mar 23 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Mar 23 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Mar 29 - Apr7  Mon - Wed Spring Recess — No School

Apr 8 Thu PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Apr 20 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Apr 20 Tue General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

May 4 Tue Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
May 25 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

May 25 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

May 31 Mon Memorial Day — No School

Jun1 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jun 8 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 p.m.

Jun 8 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 p.m.

Jun 10 Mon Chancellor’s Conference Day — No School
Jun 28 Mon Last Day Of School — Early Dismissal

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Thursday, October 29: 5:40 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday, October 30: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Jay Biegelson 2385
Greg DiMasi 2367
Jennifer Engler 2368
Undine Guthrie 2361
John Mui 2366
Meredith Negrin 2364
Ronnie-Ann Parnes 2383
Shakira Rajwant 2363
Holly Richmond 2362
Marcy Viboch 2386
Jeremy Wang 2387
. L[

Desserts and  Volunteers
Needed for Faculty Reception

'The PA is hosting a Fall Faculty Recep-
tion on Thursday evening, October 29,
2009, in  conjunction  with
Parent/Teacher Conferences. Desserts
and volunteers are needed!

Desserts may be brought to the PA Of-
fice,Room 271, on Thursday morning.

SEEUD comomoomoaoomes 2:00-3:30 p.m.
SERG  comonoaonaaonnoo: 3:30-5:30 p.m.
(Clean {1/ JS———— 5:30-6:15 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact the following individuals:
JennyCho: jennycho_26@hotmail.com
or Robert Park: rbtpk@hotmail.com.

Volunteers are greatly appreciated.
However, if you cannot be there,
please remember to send a dessert to
school.
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FUNDRAISING: A BRIEF HISTORY AND A BRAND NEW APPROACH 2y Z.arry mood

The largest source of Stuy PA funding is parents giving directly
through the Annual Appeal. Historically, the PA has conducted a
“Phone-a-Thon” in May to raise funds for the following academic
year. This practice terminated during the 2007-08 school year when
the administration was no longer at liberty to furnish the PA with a
parent phone list; rather, the DOE made a decision to require that
the PA obtain explicit permission from each and every parent to re-
lease their phone number. The school, however, was permitted to pro-
vide a set of address labels for mailings to all PA member families.
As a result, the PA elected to conduct its major fundraising drive by
mail, choosing to begin the Annual Appeal in the fall, rather than
in the spring.

As a result, the PA begins each school year with enough funding to
support the Expense Budget that the PA members have approved.
In recent years, this funding has typically amounted to approximately
$330,000. With the shift of the Annual Appeal fundraising effort
to the start of the school year instead of in the spring, and taking
into account our projected cash flow model, we were able to deter-
mine that our income largely balances out our expenses. However,
as we continue to raise funds for the following year, we manage to
maintain a running balance in excess of $250,000. Clearly, putting
this money to work in an interest-bearing, no-risk CD would garner
some much needed income.

Another way to look at our bank balance might be to consider it as
an “endowment” which generates a steady and predictable income
flow. We may then determine that the contributions received over
the course of the school year be used to pay for that year’s actual ex-

penses, rather than going toward the following year’s budget. In the
flush years, when and if we exceed our Expense Budget, we may
choose to add to the endowment.

In years like the one we are currently facing — in which budget cuts
threaten the quality of our children’s academic and extracurricular
experience — we would have to step up our giving to keep our en-
dowment whole and raise extra income for the year’s extraordinary
expenses. In addition to the support we have traditionally given (see
the list of items the PA pays for on page 8), we most likely will be
called upon to save our extracurricular programs from the budget
axe. The EB Budget Committee will present an updated fundraising
plan and a revised budget for membership approval at the November
PA General Meeting.

OUTSTANDING TUTORING
by a PhD

Math All Levels

English Critical Thinking

History Study Skills

SAT/ ACT College Essay Prep
Dr. Jeffrey Liss  (718) 767-0233

(516) 728-6463

A LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

Continued from Page 1

much of the funding currently available for extracurricular activities (and
possibly more) could be eliminated; we cannot let that happen. We must
secure the financial resources necessary to maintain the extraordinary level
of instruction and after-school activities that the Stuyvesant community
has come to expect.

We are confident that we shall meet the challenges ahead, provided that
all of our families contribute in some fashion, according to their means.
'The suggested donation is $500 per family, and many give at that level
and higher; however, if we could average $200 from every family, we would
raise over $600,000 — nearly double our usual annual income. But we all
need to contribute. No amount is too small, or too large, for that matter!
'This Bulletin issue features our 2009-2010 Annual Appeal Donation
Form as well a handy pre-addressed envelope in which to mail your do-
nation. You can also make a donation online by clicking the Donate Now
button at the top left hand corner of the PA Web site home page at
WWW.stuy-pa.org.

Please give what you can, attend our next General Meeting on October
20, and be sure to provide us with your e-mail address in order to continue
receiving the Bulletin, as well as the many important e-mail listserv up-
dates.

— Alex Cai and Larry Wood

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
CONSULTING

Specializing in
ADMISSIONS STRATEGIES
PERSONAL ESSAYS &
INTERVIEW PREPARATION

¢ Stuyvesant High School & Harvard University Graduate

« 15 Years as a Harvard Admissions Interviewer

Helping students get into their dream schools since 1990

e Author,
Before, During and After the College of Your Dreams:
Practical Advice from a Harvard Graduate
(Available at Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble)

(917) 586-8849

PaulJKim@Post.Harvard.Edu
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COLLEGE CORNER

by Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufmann Watt
Stuyvesant College Office and Walk-in Schedule:

* Ms. Pat Cleary: Homerooms A-H (last name A-L of Homeroom H)

* Mr. Gregg Walker: Homerooms H-Q_(last name M-Z of
Homeroom H)

* Ms. Diana Ferrer: Homerooms R-Z

For All Students

It’s never too early to start getting organized! Be sure to keep good
records of your achievements, awards, and honors. Keep a list of your
extracurricular activities, community service, employment and time spent
on them.

For Juniors
*'The first college visit trip is scheduled for November 13 to 15. Students
will be visiting Yale, Wesleyan, Harvard, Brown, Boston University, MIT,

Boston College, and a choice of either Brandeis or Wellesley. These trips
are first-come first-serve, so be sure to hand in your registration forms
as soon as possible. Remember to have your forms notarized.

* Become aware of SAT I, IT and ACT tests. Check their Web sites,
www.collegeboard.com and www.act.org, for test dates and plan ahead.
Register early for the greatest choice of test dates and locations.

For Seniors

* Voice coach Karen Schadow is returning to Stuyvesant in October to
help Seniors prepare for college interviews. Space for the class is very
limited; please watch for an announcement from Ms. Archie’s office.

* Make a habit of checking the “college” link on the Stuy Web site for
up-to-date information on dates of college reps’visits, important dead-
lines, open houses throughout the city, and scholarship information.

* Set up an account on the Common Application Web site at
WWW.COmmonapp.org.

PA BULLETIN: BY MAIL OR ONLINE?

Each issue of the PA Bulletin costs approximately $4,300, including about $2,000
in postage. In order to manage its finances in a prudent and responsible fashion, the PA Executive
Board has elected to publish the Bulletin online, mailing only to those members who have specifically
requested printed copies.

The September and October Bulletin issues will still be mailed to all PA members. However, begin-
ning in November, you must have completed and returned the form below in order continue re-
ceiving the Bulletin by mail.

k

—

Please continue mailing my free monthly subscription to the PA Bulletin to:

Child’s Name:

Year of Graduation: Q 2010 Q 2011 Q 2012 Q 2013

Parent Name (s):

Address:;

E-mail:

Phone:

Mail to: Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School, 340 Chambers Street, Room 271, NYC
10282. Or e-mail the information to: florence@stuyPAnews.org.
Or fax the information to: (212) 312-4837.
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PRINCIPAL TEITEL CALLS FOR PARENT SUPPORT AMID BUDGET WOES sy Gerry Khermouch

Like the practiced politicians whose actions he must accommo-
date, Stuy principal Stanley Teitel backed into his plea for parent
contributions by first offering an ardent account of the reasons
Stuy students love their high school — not just for the academics,
which are a given, but for the vast array of extracurriculars that
often keep kids rooted to the school until they have to be thrown
out when the doors are finally locked in the evening.

Unfortunately, as Teitel made clear, those are precisely the activi-
ties that are most in jeopardy as he is forced to grapple with a
difficult mix of budget reductions, overcrowding and a teachers’
union contract that doesnt allow for much flexibility in staffing
choices.

'The principal outlined a situation in which he has $17 million to
handle 3,350 students — an enrollment figure that’s considerably
above the 2,827 capacity for which school was built. “My budget
barely covers”academic requirements, let alone the extensive slate
of extracurricular activities that is on offer. Even on the academic
side things are tight, he noted, because the school does not take
the path of least resistance by, for example, limiting the number
of classes in which students are allowed to enroll.

As a result, the school finds itself strapped for funds to carry the

extras that make the difference between a satisfactory high school
experience and an extraordinary one. Already this year, the popular
freshman composition class had to be eliminated and the class
size of freshman English restored to 32 students from the low- to
mid-20s of years past. There also are concerns about the range of
foreign languages that will be supported. That’s before the city
comes looking for a likely further cut in the 0.5% to 1% range,
which would translate to another $85,000 to $170,000 lost. “As
soon as the election is over, they’re going to come knocking,” Teitel
predicted.

Since the United Federation of Teachers contract doesn’t give
principals the right to fire teachers, his maneuverability is further
limited, forcing him into dodges like dropping classes when a
teacher takes a leave of absence or eking out savings by eliminating
non-teacher positions like that of a recently retired secretary in

the College Office.

Bottom line: the school will be depending more than ever on par-
ent contributions K not just those directly made to extracurriculars
in which their children participate, but also contributions to the
general Parents’ Association fund. “I do not anticipate things get-
ting better in the near term,” Teitel warned, adding: “The children
will be devastated”if further program reductions have to be made.

A good education
at an affordable price.
Impossible?
Not anymore.

With years of experience helping
students, College Assistance
Plus will help lower your
out-of-pocket cost
at the college
a

that’s right TR N

“CAPlus

Science Tutoring

SUBJECT AND SAT II TUTORING in

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, & PHYSICS

+U.C. Berkeley alumnus

-Former graduate student, Ph.D.
program in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology

Three years with major test prep
company

In your home,
excellent references!

(212) 871-9321

science.tutoring@hotmail.com

EXTREMELY PATIENT, REGARDLESS OF HOW LOST YOUR
KIDS ARE. AND WHOA! SOME OF THEM ARE, LIKE, LOST!

Stuyvesant High School € PA Bulletin € October 2009 € Page 5



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE STUYVESANT PARENTS" ASSOCIATION, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by PA Co-President Larry Wood,
who welcomed all in attendance and stated that the General Meetings would begin
on time so that they can finish on time. He acknowledged that 40% of Stuy families
live in Queens, while only 20% live in Manhattan, and stated that he is cognizant of
the distance that many parents must travel to get to and from the school. Larry in-
troduced Co-President Alex Cai, as well as the other PA Executive Board members.
a. He then requested that all PA members keep in touch with the PA, referring

specifically to our newsletter, the Bulletin. The Bulletin will be mailed to all PA mem-
ber families in October, but will only be posted on the PA Web site thereafter, unless
a printed copy is specifically requested. In addition, Larry urged all parents to obtain
a copy of the Parent Handbook, which was distributed to freshman parents at Camp
Stuy and is also available at PA General Meetings at no charge.

b. He also mentioned that budget cuts and PA fundraising efforts would be dis-
cussed throughout the evening.
2. Larry then passed the microphone to Co-President Alex Cai, who delivered a
PowerPoint presentation. He began by detailing the mission of the PA and its fun-
damental relationship to the success of the school. Alex stated that according to its
mission statement the PA has a three-tier relationship with Stuyvesant: philosophical,
academic and financial. He then went on to illustrate how the PA interacts with the
school and the student body, and gave a breakdown of the PA Executive Board (EB)
structure: eight EB committee members, seven SLT representatives, 10 members-at-
large, and the various committee chairs. The presentation then moved on to the fi-
nancial aspects, including how the PA is funded and how these funds are spent. Alex
produced a pie chart illustrating that approximately 85% of PA funding comes from
the direct appeal, while the remaining 15% comes from all other fundraising initia-
tives, including the Lunar Feast. Alex then displayed a graph which gave an overview
of the inflow and outflow of funds by month, as well as a spreadsheet that showed
how PA dollars were spent over the past seven years. He recommended that the PA
invest a portion of its income in high-yield CDs in order to generate additional in-
come, since the PA regularly maintains a balance of approximately $200,000. Alex
concluded his presentation by posing the question: What does the PA ask of you?
His answer was to keep in touch: join the PA listserv and read the Bulletin, make a
donation, and volunteer!
As a follow-up to Alex’s presentation, Larry announced that the PA is re-forming
the Budget Committee in order to create an Income Budget and to propose adjust-
ments to the existing 2009-2010 PA Budget. The Income Budget and any changes
to the current Expense Budget will have to be ratified by the membership.
3. Treasurer’s Report: PA Treasurer Harry Han explained that the summer months
were slow as anticipated, and that a total of $10,000 was received during the July/Au-
gust period. He gave a detailed breakdown of our income and expenses, pointing out
that the bulk of the money that was spent went to pay for the Parent and College
Handbooks. He also mentioned that the PA pays for the copy machine in the College
Office ($600) and Bulletin printing and postage. As of August 31, we have $388,000
to spend; our annual budget is generally about $300,000. Harry discussed three goals:
increasing the revenue stream; controlling costs by cutting unnecessary operating ex-
penses and soliciting multiple vendor bids; and ensuring that the majority of funds
are used for the benefit of the students. He stated that money must be allocated on
an ethical basis, and vowed to make sure that we operate with transparency, adding
that all members have the right to know where their money is being spent.
4. Larry announced the list of nominations for committee chairs:
Appropriations: Harry Han and Rita Mitra; the Appropriations Committee exam-
ines the so-called “wish list,” in which the PA receives hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in requests, and makes recommendations to the PA for the purpose of funding
various initiatives.
College: Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufmann Watt; Lillian is a senior parent and a
College Committee Co-Chair from last year, and Monica was a freshman SLT rep-
resentative and is currently a sophomore parent.
Health and Safety: Susan Mendelsohn; this committee began after 9/11. Susan was
a PA Co-President last year and is a physician. She has agreed to serve as the Chair
of Health and Safety.
Membership Outreach: Eleanor Chang and a Co-Chair not yet designated; this com-
mittee is responsible for increasing the level of parent participation in the PA.
Program: Pam Lambert; the Program Committee makes recommendations to the
EB for PA General Meeting presentations and plans these monthly events.
Faculty Reception: Robert Park; this committee plans and executes the thank-you
faculty dinners for teachers who stay late for parent/teacher conferences.
Hospitality: Hyehyang Kwang and Annie Yang; the Hospitality Committee provides
refreshments for attendees of the General Meetings and other PA functions.
A motion was made to ratify the committee chair appointments as noted above. The
motion was duly seconded and approved by the membership.
5. College Committee report: Co-Chairs Lillian Sage and Monica Kaufmann Watt

explained that they jointly represent the PA in all college related matters and will
bring everything that they learn to the attention of the membership. They went on to
announce that the senior students are now in high gear and have already attended a
college presentation in the auditorium.

a. There will be a college meeting for senior parents on October 6 at 6 p.m. The
meeting is mandatory. It is not open to parents of non-seniors. The seating capacity
of the auditorium is 850, and there are 830 students in the senior class. If more than
one parent from each family attends, the auditorium will be overflowing. Therefore,
only senior parents are permitted to attend.

b. There will be a financial planning seminar with Kalman Chany, author of Paying
Jor College Without Going Broke, on October 15 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium. This meet-
ing is open to all Stuy families.

c. AP of Guidance Eleanor Archie is currently organizing a college tour, scheduled
for November, focusing on Ivy League schools. Students in their junior year with an
88 average or better and no suspensions are eligible to participate. Parents may also
go, and sophomores will be permitted to fill any remaining spots.

6. Nominating Committee: PA Second Vice President Bruce Hood announced that
we were taking nominations for the following vacant EB positions: 10 member-at-
large positions, one freshman SLT representative position, and one freshman SLT al-
ternate position. All will be voted upon at the October General Meeting. Any
interested party was urged to stand, give her/his name, and indicate which position
they were planning to run for. Many parents introduced themselves, and Mr. Hood
informed them that they would still need to complete the Nomination Form available
at the meeting. A full description of each position has been posted online and in the
September Bulletin. Mr. Hood introduced a motion to ratify the nominations which
was seconded and approved by the membership.

Larry described everyone who stepped forward to run as a winner. He stated that re-
gardless of the election outcome, we value the service of each and every volunteer, and
there is something rewarding for everyone to do, whether or not they are elected to
the EB.

7. 'The nominations were followed by a presentation by Principal Teitel, who discussed
the impact of budget cuts on our children’s lives at Stuy. Larry introduced the topic
by stating that education is a huge expense and the governor is expected to call another
special session in November in which an additional round of cuts is anticipated. Larry
mentioned an upcoming rally at City Hall to oppose the cuts, and encouraged all PA
members to write to their elected officials. Larry said he would provide further infor-
mation in the October Bulletin, adding that if we do not make noise and protest, the
budget cuts will be devastating.

8. At the conclusion of the question-and-answer session that followed Principal Tei-
tel’s presentation, Larry was asked what percentage of the parent body contributes to
the PA. He responded that about a third of families donate, and that more than half
of the donations come from the freshman class. We ask for $500, but we understand
that the financial circumstances of each family vary widely; we will gladly accept $20
if that is what a family can afford to give.

We also raise the money for the following year rather than the current year. This prac-
tice probably began in the days when we used to raise most of our money during the
spring with the Phone-a-Thon and Senior Gift. In the past, we were able to obtain
the phone list for the incoming freshman class from the school and solicit those fam-
ilies for donations, until someone complained and the DOE halted the practice. Larry
suggested that we might consider using some portion of the money raised this year
to augment the current year’s budget. Also, since we regularly maintain a sum of ap-
proximately $200,000, we could potentially set that sum aside and effectively create
an endowment, investing in high-yield CDs; that money could be increased in flush
years and we could use the income generated in lean years. Larry described various
other fundraising ideas and initiatives, including the grant writer who was recently
enlisted and will be requesting money from foundations. He stated that there are
elected officials from whom we could request funding, particularly those who are
newly elected and do not have a long history of giving out member money. He dis-
cussed the various PA-sponsored fundraising events, including the Lunar Feast. He
also mentioned how a group of Hunter College High School parents donates match-
ing funds for parents who have never given to the school before. In addition, many
Stuy alumni are in a position to contribute.

9. The final section of the program included a demonstration of the Parent Tools sys-
tem by AP of Technology Ed Wong. Parent Tools allows Stuy parents to view infor-
mation relating to their children’s academic history at Stuy. Parent Coordinator
Harvey Blumm then delivered a presentation of the DOE’s ARIS system, which af-
fords parents access to student records as compiled by the DOE.

10. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

—Respectfully submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary
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FALL PA ELECTIONS TO BE HELD AT OCTOBER 20 GENERAL MEETING; ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS TO BE

TAKEN FOR UNFILLED POSITIONS

by Bruce Hood

The Parents’ Association fall elections will be held at the October 20,
2009 General Meeting. In addition, we will be accepting nominations
from the floor for two unfilled Sophomore Member-at-Large positions.
We urge all members to come out and vote for the candidates of their
choice!

The positions to be filled are:

* 10 Members-at-Large

* one senior parent

* one junior parent

* three sophomore parents

* five freshman parents

* one Freshman Delegate to the School Leadership Team (SLT)

with the runner-up serving as the alternate.

A description of the positions appeared in the September PA Bulletin,
which is posted on the PA Web site, www.stuy-pa.org, as are the PA by-
laws.

The following candidates have been nominated:

Senior Member-at-Large (one position):

Silvia Hakanoglu

Junior Member-at-Large (one position):

Randy Nelson

Sophomore Member-at-Large (three positions):

Beth Bacon

Freshmen Member-at-Large (five positions):

Antoni D’Souza, Andrea Fastenberg, Joanne Feng, Meredith Flomen-
baum, Joan Funaro, Julie Law, Monica Lercher, Shien Massey, Barbara
Reiser, Huiwen Ying

Freshman SLT Member & Alternate (one position):

Richard Halvey, Theresa Jacob, Silvia Rivas, Mary Wong

Best wishes to all of the candidates. Elected or not, we urge you to stay

involved with the PA.

HELP FOR STRUGGLING STUY STUDENTS

By Gerry Khermouch

'The brisk workload at Stuy can make for a remarkable sense of accom-
plishment among successful students. But it can also be scary for those
who fall behind. Fortunately, there is a solid safety net for students who
find themselves struggling, says Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm.

During a period of difficult budget choices, the school has managed to
preserve Academic Intervention Services (AIS), a tutoring service that
offers one-on-one tutoring to students who need extra help. Teachers
in a variety of subjects are available from 3:30-4:30 on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays to assist any interested students. All students
are welcome to attend this free, school-funded program. Further details
are available on the stuy.edu home page. Another option is the Arista
honor society, whose junior and senior members are available to peer-
tutor struggling students free of charge. To request a peer tutor, students
simply need to send an e-mail indicating which subject they need help
with to aristatutoring@gmail.com.

Classroom teachers all have office hours and most, Blumm notes, are
willing to sit down with students to work on a particular problem at the
request of the student, parent or even Blumm himself. Another option
is help from advanced placement students in the respective department,
who often are available to assist students.

Beyond those internal options at Stuy are the ranks of paid tutors. While
school employees are not permitted to offer recommendations of specific
outside services, Blumm is happy to steer interested parties to Stuy fam-
ilies that have had good experiences with paid services, so that they can
discuss the pros and cons of the service they used.

Crucial to success in Stuy academics, of course, is for the student to
demonstrate good organizational and time management skills in general
and to be willing to reach out for help early enough to remedy the

situation. Blumm says his experience has been that it is more often boys
who find themselves in need of help; some may have excelled academi-
cally in middle school without knocking themselves out, he said, only to
discover that lax habits will not place them in good standing at Stuy.

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF
THE STUY-PA LISTSERV?

Have the most up-to-date school related news and

information at your finger tips by joining the Stuy-
PA Listserv.

You will also receive a monthly e-mail notification
each time a new issue of the Bu/letin is posted on our
Web site, along with a link that will enable you to ac-
cess the Bulletin with just one click of the mouse.

'The easiest and fastest way to sign up is to visit the
Stuy-PA Web site Home Page, www.stuy-pa.org. Just
fill in your e-mail address, pick a password, and click
on the Subscribe button.

If you have any difficulty, please e-mail
florence@StuyPAnews.org. Include the heading
"Subscribe to PA Listserv" in the subject box and we
will ensure that you are enrolled.
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YOUR PA DOLLARS AT WORK

As you read through this Bulletin issue, you may ask yourself, “Why should I make
a donation to the Stuy PA?” The fact of the matter is, there is virtually no area at
Stuyvesant that is not touched by parent funds. Try to imagine Stuy without Math and
Robotics teams, The Spectator and Caliper, Speech & Debate, Orchestra and SING! It
just wouldn’t be Stuy.

Here are just some of the ways the PA contributed to life at Stuyvesant last year:

e Camp Stuy (Orientation for new parents) . ................... $ 6,000
* College Office and Advisement expenditure . ................. $18,000
* Computers Lab (purchase of 30 computers and software) . . ... .. $20,700
* Computer maintenance, repair, and lab supplies . .. .. ....... $ 7,600
* Computers for student newspaper (The Spectator) . ........... $ 1,700
 English Department textbooks ... ........................ . $10,000
e GymLockers ........... .. $10.,000
* Intel Science Fairreception . .. .......................... $ 1,000
e Math Department Research Room . .. ..................... $15,000
e Math Team entrance fees . . . . .. .. ...ttt $ 7,510
* Musical instruments and art supplies . . .................... $ 8,200
* Nanotechnology miCroscope . . ..............oeeiininnnn... $50,000
* Physical Education equipment and supplies . ................ $10,450
* Professional Staff Development . .......................... $10,000
e RoObOtiCS Class . . ..o $10,000
* Science Department disposables . .. ....................... $ 2,300
* Speech & Debate Team entrance fees . .. ................... $15.,000
* Theater maintenance and supplies . .. ...................... $ 3,000

We contribute to over 200 clubs and 33 athletic teams, chorus, orchestra, the Fall
Musical, the Winter Drama, SING!, student publications, Model U.N., Junior Statesmen
of America, new textbooks and equipment, software, art supplies, musical instrument
repair, the list goes on and on. There are so many amazing opportunities for our children
at Stuyvesant.

BUT THEY CAN ONLY HAPPEN WITH YOUR HELP!

Please see the Annual Appeal Donation Form opposite and the enclosed Donation
Envelope, and mail in your tax deductible contribution today. The PA happily participates
in corporate matching programs, and for added convenience, a recurring, or monthly
donation option is available through the Web site; just go to www.stuy-pa.org, and click
on the Donate Now button located at the top left corner of the Home Page.
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Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School
Annual Appeal Donation Form

YES, I want to support my child’s education! Enclosed is my donation:

O $200 O $300 O $500 O $750 1 $1000 [ $2000 [ Other
(suggested)

] Iam enclosing a check (payable to the Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School)

[0 1 want to charge my gift to: [1 Visa [ MasterCard [ American Express

Card # Exp. Date

Card Holder’s Name

Amount $ Zip Code

Signature

[J If you work for a company that has a matching gift program, please check this box.

Company Name:

Please send the matching gift form to Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School

Please Note: You may make your donation in convenient monthly credit card installments through the Stuy-PA
Web site. Just visit www.stuy-pa.org and click on the Donate Now button at the top left hand side of the screen.

Please be sure to completely fill out the information below:

Parent Name(s)

Student Name(s) Grade(s)
Street Address City Zip
Home Phone Work Phone

E-mail address:

Please send contributions to Parents Association, Stuyvesant High School, 345 Chambers Street, Room 271,
New York, NY 10282-1099

The Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School is a 501(c)(3) organization.. Your donations are for use in the United
States only, and are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No good or services were provided in exchange for
your contribution.
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PA BULLETIN: BY MAIL OR ONLINE? BY: MFEL LM REBE?

Each issue of the PA Bulletin costs approximately $4300, including about $2,000 in postage. In order to manage
its finances in a prudent and responsible fashion, the PA ExecutiveBoard has elected to publish the Bulletin online,
mailing only to those members who have specifically requested printed copies.
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September and October Bulletin issues will still be mailed to all PA members. However, beginning in November, you
must have completed and returned the form below in order continue receiving the Bulletin by mail.
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Please continue mailing my free monthly subscription to the PA Bulletin to 354 %8 023 H FI4E K :

Q T mEsEs)

Child’s Name: Year of Graduation: 2010 Q 2011 Q 2012 Q 2013 4
Parent Name(s):

Address:

Phone: E-mail:

Mail to (HEZFHbHE) : PA of Stuyvesant High School, 340 Chambers Street, Room 271, NYC10282.
E-mail to CFEHEBMHE) : florence@stuyPAnews.org. Faxto (5 H 5 #5) : (212) 312-4837.
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345 Chambers Street, Room 271
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Dated Material

Stuyvesant Parents’
Association Web site

Information is also
available at the
Stuyvesant PA

Web site,

WWW.stuy-pa.org

SCHOOL
CONTACT INFO

Stuyvesant High School
345 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10282
212-312-4800

www.stuy.edu

The Parents’ Association
of Stuyvesant High School

WWW.STUY-PA.ORG

Bulletin

2009-2010, ISSUE 2, OCTOBER

Tuesday, November 17, 2009
7:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Murray Kahn Theatre
6:30 P.M. - Hospitality and Refreshments
7:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. - Meeting

PROGRAM:
Succeeding At Stuy and Beyond:

Testing and Timing

/
UPCOMING PA GENERAL MEETING

Straight Talk About Curriculum,

STUYVESANT PA BULLETIN )
‘The PA Bulletin is published by the

Stuyvesant High School
Parents’ Association.

Contributions, comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Please contact Bulletin Editor
Lee Levitt (stuybulletin@hotmail.com)

Many thanks to this month's contributors: Bruce Hood,
Gerry Khermouch, Lillian Sage; to Yunmi Kim, Rong
Cao, Clara & Jang Hyeog, YoonEsther Yoon, Terry Choi,
Kyung Rhee Lee and Larry Sit for their invaluable assis-
tance in translation; to Lisa Handorff for her editing and
proofreading; to Dave Gibson for his expertise and sup-
port and to Lolo Saney for her design and layout work.






