Mayor's Control of Schools Up for Renewal

When our students were in elementary school, the school system
was different. There was still a citywide school board that hired the
chancellor and made educational policy, and community school
boards that were elected by local communities, which hired
superintendents and made policy in their district. The districts,
under their superintendents, had significant control over
educational policies and practices and budgets in their areas.

In 2002, this changed. The mayor became responsible for public
education in New York City. He appoints a chancellor who is
accountable only to the mayor. These two are accountable to no
one else--unless you count the voters who have the opportunity to
vote the mayor out of office after four years.

Are we better oft under the new system? If you have an opinion
about that, this is a good time to express it, because at the end of
this school year, the law handing control over the NYC public
school system to the mayor expires. It is up to the state legislature
to vote on a new school governance law that could shape the future
direction of public education.

To review some of the results of mayoral control, it has brought us
such "reforms" as three reorganizations of the school system in six
years; a single-minded focus on high-stakes testing, including
testing of kindergarteners; single letter grades to rate every aspect
of a school's performance, based on indecipherable metrics, to
name just a few. Whether these initiatives have succeeded in
improving the schools may be open to debate, but what concerns
many parents most is that the current form of school governance
seems to allow the chancellor and the mayor to implement their
agenda without any regard for the concerns of or input from
parents, teachers, principals, or any other constituency.

If you think that the debate has little relevance here at Stuy,
consider this: Our students now have to take additional exams to
prove they are ready to take the Regents tests, even though failing
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that if we all contribute what we can, we will raise enough money to make
a real difference in our children's education. Please watch for our Annual
Appeal letter, which will be in your mailbox shortly. We are excited about
two new fundraising initiatives: the revamped SchoolPop, now called
OneCause, and a possible Spring Auction. OneCause is especially
promising because it is an utterly painless way to contribute to the
Stuyvesant PA by doing what many of us do anyway—shopping! Just
click on the button on the PA website, shop,contribute. The Spring
Auction could raise significant amounts of money but will only happen if
a significant number of people volunteer for it now. Finally, planning for
the Lunar Feast on January 30th is in full swing; we need you to both
purchase tickets and volunteer. (See announcements in this bulletin for
more details on each of these fundraising initiatives).

Ultimately, however, parents cannot continually be asked to make up the
difference between what their children need for the decent, free public
education to which they have a right and what the city and state are
willing to provide. New York City public school children have chronically
been shortchanged (Stuyvesant gets about $5,000 per student, far less
than suburban and charter schools) and are about to fall even further
behind. Admittedly, we are in the midst of a fiscal crisis, but we are hardly
a poverty-stricken nation, state or city. It's all a matter of making choices:

Regents exams is not an issue at Stuy. In addition, at a time when
the mayor is requesting $180.5 million in midyear budget cuts and
Stuy students once again face limits in the number of classes they
can take each semester, the DOE continues to divert millions of
dollars that could be going into the classroom, spending it instead
on questionable initiatives such as

* $80 million for a new computer system to track test scores

* $80 million for McGraw-Hill's Acuity practice tests given every
six weeks to students in grades 3-12

* $5 million on couriers to deliver tests (as well as teacher's pay
checks)

*+ $4 million this year alone for school progress reports (letter
grades)

* $400,000 on a pilot program to expand standardized testing into
kindergarten

* $6.3 million a year for a British company to fly to NYC

and stay at DOE expense to conduct school quality reviews that
many principals find less than useful

* hundreds of millions of dollars in no-bid contracts

* a 28% increase in the last 5 years in the number of employees at
DOE headquarters, most of whom have no background in
education.

Yet the ability of parents and teachers to influence decisions such
as these, and many more, has been virtually eliminated under
mayoral control.

Parents can contact their state legislators to voice their opinions of
the changes that need to be made to the system. In addition, a
group representing every parent group in the city (including
Community District Education Councils, Presidents Councils, and
other groups such as Class Size Matters), is working to formulate
their own recommendations based on what will provide the best
education for our children. The Parent Commission on School
Governance and Mayoral Control convenes monthly and is also
holding a series of forums on help parents and others understand
the history and the issues in school governance. For more
information contact parentcommission@gmail.com or 917-435-
9329.

of deciding, for example, that schools should be funded before stadiums
and that the benefit of a $400 property tax rebate to individual
homeowners pales by comparison to the loss of $250 million for services
to vulnerable sectors, including public education. Having considered these
issues, along with the millions of dollars wasted by DOE on initiatives
that benefit private vendors without advancing our children's education
(see article on p. 11), the Executive Board recommended joining a broad
coalition of over 100 groups that advocates not only against budget cuts,
but also for a fairer allocation of the tax burden necessary to run basic
public services. At the November 18th General Meeting, the membership
voted to accept the recommendation and the Stuyvesant PA is now a
member of One New York: Fighting for Fairness. We will keep you
apprised of developments through our listserv.

As the holidays are coming upon us, we bring Stuyvesant’s Vacation
Homework Policy (available on our website) to your attention and remind
you that it applies to the Christmas but not Thanksgiving holiday break.
As there will not be a December PA meeting and this is the last Bulletin
of 2008, we wish you all Happy Holidays and hope to see you at the next
PA meeting on January 20th, which will be devoted to “what to do if your
child is encountering difficulties at Stuy.”

Paola de Kock and Susan Mendelsohn, Co-Presidents, 2008-09.
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You are invited: Sixth Annual LUNAR FEAST on January 30, 2009 at 6:30 pm

The Stuyvesant PA will celebrate our Sixth Annual Lunar New Year Feast on January 30, 2009 at the Golden Bridge Restaurant, 50
Bowery Street, in Chinatown. The Lunar Feast traditionally supports college services for all Stuyvesant students, including family
college advisement sessions, the College Handbook, and College Night. The Lunar Feast is also a wonderful opportunity to meet
school administrators and elected officials, mingle with new and old friends, and enjoy student entertainment and a sumptuous 10-course meal.

Although the event is weeks away, we need to start selling tickets now. Please use the form below to purchase tickets. You may also download the
form from the PA website (www.stuy-pa.org).

PLEASE NOTE: No actual tickets will be issued. Reservations will be confirmed by email and the names will appear on a Guest List at the restaurant.
Tickets are $55 per person. You may also purchase a table of 10 at the discounted price of $500 if we receive your payment by January 20",

REXHRERGZEANEHFRE, ETR1IA0E TF6I0REFERLEE 50 B EHAERRT - BEGARNIRERBES
HARBZREWHY  KBEFMH, KBZHEE - BREF ARUZROBERTREDEENRE, REEREMAREES - K
HHERCTINBAEY), HEHRFAES 5% - FHATIIRBEEARS, RBOTHRREEN (www.stuy-pa.org) Ti# -

2:efol o] PAL: 63] el &2 WAME 19309 #oluheldo] §]% #Golden Bridge Restaurant o4 7] 2@l 5o A5 0% o) dAb= o8]t
BAE PAE- AR, dag g, gge] w5e AUstt YA AUV A Ao 1779] EAL 56¥0]3 103U 50082
B ojAEl s Be $RuAAES b & A 71Holn) N2 e Eis Aol k¥ ARMES AT S Q= 7137 2 AU £ 1022 $4)
EG YFAYC

BREARTRYE, AAESHENEE, YEBRABRANE. WE1A20B8RIfK, 10 R KH$500. #E AR RS5S.

Please complete this reservation form and mail it with a check payable to Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S. to:

FERTYIRE, WHFLFEAREGHE: oF o FFH & FAHFMA 59 F4£2 BUFHAL,

Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S.
Attention: Jane Yuen, PA Administrator
345 Chambers Street, NYC 10282

§
T

—————— s s
Individual tickets* B AE%H NAEA $55 x
Table for 10 persons* 10fir ZE 5 108 244 2] 2 & $500 x

[ | cannot attend, but | would like to support College Services for Stuyvesant students, 7~ 55 4 5%, (B B8 2 % £
Hold AAg 4= g2 g 2elo]g] ezt A EF S A Yshe oo F9L 7| 5Fhc
Contribution {8#k 7|45 $

Total amount enclosed &&F &7 $

* For tax purposes, the non-deductible portion of one dinner is $30. #5453, & A $3022 8, F ol BBHIETR -

NT 524 3457 ks 592 133 30894k

Name: #:44:%4 ™. Company/Affiliation: 7 &]/EF4%: 3] AF
E-mail: ;o] v]d Telephone: #5543 %

Address: Hihl-5=4~

If you are purchasing a table, please print the names of guests; to purchase more than one table, please use additional forms.
WM — R, HYHE RS B — RS —RRE
Hol &g AAE B¢ FAAEQ] 3 718 FAANL F 7lelde] HolEg A BT o] F4& d83 AHE3MA 78 F4A L

The Parents' Association of Stuyvesant H.S. is a 501(c)3 organization; all contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
FHEFRREGH — S01(c)3FERF M » FAERETER - 2EolBEE 72 o35 = A%AY 501(c) 9 A4 8= A=A A¥Y
HEE HEo A FANGE Dol 5 s
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Lunar Feast Committee Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet
HINHAREGHEBREZELHLR

The Lunar Feast Committee needs volunteers to publicize and sell tickets to the Feast, solicit ads for and
produce the Journal, obtain donations for and run the raffle, and help at the event itself.
NEREZERESTHUESNBE, €HES, BORBm, AEEE, EMREFEMIE.

84 F3TA f43 = gA Bt Fudofe journal T} HFZHv. PAZL =9-vF 4
BAZLE ZEU.

Name #:44 ("4 )
Email HE (o] Wl

Best Contact Phone FEEE (%1 3}):

I would like to volunteer for the following activities:
HEE2IU TZEE L

BEdL2 8959 &5 AL EAtsta Ay

O iEpeesz dolad Yd-da Table and Ticket sales
O fokssmipms a3, 95 2% Solicit Raffle Donations
a

ERIHSIIES BAL A A E A (PAR Al Y w = 9] Aol A) Selling Raffle Tickets Before The Event (at the
General Meeting, Outreach etc.)

Q HGHEsES AT Y HEa) Selling Raffle Tickets At The Event

O (@K S5 (EES, W5 &2043])  Wine, Beer, and Soda Sales

O (EEEgREs oy Al @ Faz) Solicit Ads For The Dinner Journal

O HFxteggsioyd AF g2y gojolL  Dinner Journal (Design and Layout)

Q HWEHERH BT SH2d Guest Check-In At The Event

Q HSHEHES BT oA Bzt Selling Tickets At The Door

Q L o Cashiers

Q Mg A3 SFsda ) Decoration and Set-Up

O s4iEfHE 5 A5 A} | Coordinate Entertainment and Performance

O FEgE B A= g Sound System Set-Up

Q EFEZgE HeolE 27857 Table Assignments

Q grER Aaed (3 EA-Y 9 92 285 #2]) Clean-up Crew (Pack up Decorations, Leftover Beverages)
Q #EHFEEWE. KR 522399 H4Y, 534  Special Invitations (Legislators, Alumni)

To volunteer for an activity occurring on the night of the Lunar Feast, please contact Annette Farkas,
farkasa6@netscape.net, (347) 866-9499.

YA 2} 5-AEH 52 Annette Farkas#| ol Al 912] dAghx 2 A a4 Al &

To volunteer for a pre-event activity, or if you have any questions, please call:

RORRAUBEBEFERE, FEUTHEEFERA:

WA} Aol A Bl ARl 9ol BEE Tl ASAE o] fatiAlL,

Eleanor Chang Jenny Cho Mariam Sarrafan
(347) 622-1568 (347) 431-5555 (646) 620-9561
jcheng6819@earthlink.net jennycho 26@hotmail.com mariam.sarrafan@mac.com

Or you may complete this sign-up sheet and mail, fax (212-312-4837), or email scan (stuypaadminj@gmail.com)
it to: FEIEZ XA LR IE, WHFRRR G MU
o] FAL FAFAA ol F22 $ULE, B2 BE AAHA oHIR By FAA L.
Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant High School
Attention: Jane Yuen, PA Administrator
345 Chambers Street, NYC 10282
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NEXT PA GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2008
7:00-9:00 PM
Murray Kahn Theatre
6:30 PM - Hospitality and refreshments
7:00 PM Meeting

PROGRAM

What to Do if Your Child is Having Difficulties at Stuy
Resources for handling academic and emotional problems

There will be no PA General Meeting in December
Happy Holidays to everyone

Stuyvesant PA Bulletin
The PA Bulletin is
published by the

Stuyvesant High School
Parents’ Association.

Please contact Bulletin Editor
Ellen Bilofsky (ebb11@optonline.net

Many thanks to this month's contributors: Inna Deshkovich,
Dave Gibson, Michelle Herman, Gerry Khermouch, Florri
Levy, Cathy Minuse, Lee Levitt, Mariam Sarrafan; to Yunmi
Kim and Larry Sit for their invaluable assistance in
translation; to assistant editors Claudia Chernow and Lee
Levitt for copy editing and proofreading assistance; and to

Lolo Saney for her design and layout work.
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