The Parents’ Association
of Stuyvesant High School

WWW.STUY-PA.ORG

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

Dear Stuyvesant Community,

With the college admissions process
in full swing, the issue of ensuring
our seniors get the requisite letters
of recommendation without undue
burden to our teachers has once again
come to the fore. Our January 20th
SLT meeting was almost entirely
devoted to this question; we have opted to include a
detailed summary of the proceedings as written by PA
Sophmore SLT Representative, Paul Bauer, instead
of the usual Co-presidents’ letter. With Presidents’
Week coming up, we wish you a restful break and take
the opportunity to remind everyone of Stuyvesant's
Vacation Homework Policy.

— Paola de Kock and Susan Mendelsohn

The January 20th SLT meeting was devoted
to a round-table discussion of the College
recommendation process. The importance
of this topic to the Stuyvesant High School
community was evident from the large number
of teachers, students, parents, and College Office
staff in attendance.

The PA began the discussion by acknowledging
that writing college recommendations is a time
consuming task requiring significant effort on
the part of the faculty. It was also noted that the
number of applications per student has increased
significantly in recent years compounding the
burden. The PA encouraged a thorough discussion
in hopes of developing an alternative approach or
streamlining the recommendation process.

The College Office presented an overview of the
application process and the role and importance
of teacher recommendations. Large out-of-state
and public universities tend to rely more heavily
on data driven selection processes. These schools
focus on grades and test scores, and in some
cases, may not require recommendations. On
the other hand, Ivy League universities, private
universities, and smaller liberal arts colleges will
take a more holistic view of the student. These
schools place a greater importance on teacher
recommendations when evaluating potential
candidates.

The College Office was quick to point out that,
while recommendations are important to the
process, they are only one component of the
college application. A stellar recommendation
will not get an unqualified student into a “reach”

school and a technically flawed, but enthusiastic,
recommendation is not going to hurt a highly
qualified applicant’s chances.

Several teachers attending the meeting shared their
views of the recommendation process as well as
personal experiences in writing recommendations.
Itwasclear fromthe discussion that the faculty takes
this seriously. Writing a quality recommendation
takes a significant amount of personal time and
energy. To maintain confidentiality, the teacher is
responsible for copying the recommendations and
mailing them to each school the student applies to.
Some teachers even go so far as to customize the
recommendation to fit a particular school. Varying
deadlines and scholarship recommendations also
add to the workload.

Several teachers indicated that they have
developed individual systems and approaches to
aid in the handling of recommendations. These
approaches range from limiting the number of
students they will write for, to a detailed list of
requirements for each student to follow.

The college office demonstrated the on-line
service known as the Common Application.
The Common Application is accepted by more
than 300 institutions. The on-line tools for
writing, sending, and tracking recommendations
should alleviate some of the burden on teachers.
Training will be scheduled with the faculty to
encourage wide-spread use.

In addition to adopting of the Common
Application, it was agreed that a set of guidelines
should be developed to help students, teachers,
and parents with recommendations. The guide
will outline student/teacher responsibilities and
procedures including:

® Deciding on which teachers to ask

® How to ask for a recommendation

® Student information and materials

® Guidelines for the recommendation writer
® Thank you notes*

The College Office will draft the guidelines and
distribute to the administration and faculty for
comment.

* Parents: it is strongly recommended that your
student acknowledge the hard work of the
faculty by sending a brief thank you note to
each recommendation writer, perhaps letting
the teacher know where they got in!
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

On Wednesday, January 14, we learned that
Stuyvesant had eleven semi-finalists in the Intel
Science Talent search. This represented more
than any other New York City high school. I
held a small reception in my conference room
to congratulate these students, their parents,
and their mentors.

On Tuesday, January 20, we had a special time
schedule to allow the entire school to stop and
watch the inauguration of our 44th president,
Barack Obama. | was in the theater with about
1,000 students and | could not have been more
proud as they all sat and listened intently.

On Tuesday, February 3, we began the spring
semester. New programs and metro cards were
issued to all students.

On Tuesday, February 10, over 1,000 students
sat for the American Mathematics Competition
exam. This is a testament to our students in
their dedication to math.

Some of our upcoming events this Spring
are: Open House (February 11), SING 2009
(March 18, 19 and 20), Open School (March
26 & 27), and College Night (April 30).

Finally some sad news. On Thursday, January
8, Ava Hecht, a member of the class of
2009, died. Stuyvesant celebrated Ava’s life on
Thursday, January 22. Ava’s parents would like
to form a scholarship fund in her name. Anyone
interested in making a donation, please make
your check payable to Stuyvesant High School
and put Ava’s name in the memo section.

Sincerely,
— Stan Teitel

P.S. Stuyvesant High School does not sponsor
or chaperone any cast parties after SING!

M~ PLEASE CHECK THE PA'S WEBSITE FOR TIME-SENSITIVE UPDATES: WWW.STUY-PA.ORG




2008-2009 CALENDAR SCHOOL CONTACT INFO

Feb 16 - Feb 20 Mon - Fri Mid-Winter Recess — No School Main O [2&1 (212) 312-4800
Feb 24 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM Ext.
Feb 24 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM Parent Coordinator: Harvey Blumm 2731
Mar 3 Tue Chinese Outreach Meeting — 6:30 PM SPARK: Angel Colon 2733
. i Address Change: Annette Bosco 2111
Mar 10 Tue _ PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM L ost MetroCard- Camille Galantini 2055
Mar 18-20 Wed-Fri SING! Attendance: Carol Carrano 2031
Mar 24 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM Health Aide: Ruth Dabrio 3711
Mar 24 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM College O Lcel 2250
Mar 26 u1 Evening Parent/Teacher Conferences Za“‘fnts As:o.uayor: O [eel 2111
H ssistant Principals:
Mar 27 Fri Afternoon _Parent/Teacher_ Conferences Math: Maryann Ferrara 4020
Apr 7 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting - 6:30 PM Biology: Elizabeth Fong 7011
Apr9 - Apr 17 Cu=TFri Spring Recess — No School English: Eric Grossman 6011
Apr 21 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM Health & PE: Martha Singer 5010
. ] Social Studies: Jennifer Suri 3021
Apr 21 Tue PA General Meeting - 7:00 PM Chemistry/Physics: Scott [omas 9010
Apr 30 Cu 1 College Night —6:30 PM World Languages: Arlene Ubieta 5021
May 5 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM Music/Art/Tech: Ray Wheeler 1321
May 25 Mon Memorial Day — No School Guidance: Eleanor Archie 1031
May 26 Tue SLT Meeting - 3:30 PM JGU'E?_a”Cle Counselors: yass
. i ay blegelson
May 26 Tue PA Genera_l Meeting — 7.90 PM Greg DiMasi 9367
June 2 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM Jennifer Engler 2368
Jun 4 ur 1 Chancellor’s Conference Day — No School Undine Guthrie 2361
Jun 9 Tue SLT Meeting - 3:30 PM dohn Mui 2366
Jun 9 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM Mere‘_j'th Negrin 2364
Ronnie-Ann Parnes 2383
Jun 16 - Jun 24 Tue - Wed Regent Exams Shakira Rajwant 2363
Jun 25 u1 Regent Rating Day — No School Holly Richmond 2362
Jun 25 | VI | Graduation - Beacon L[eafrk; Time: TBA Marcy Viboch 2386
Jun 26 Fri Last Day Of School — Early Dismissal Jeremy Wang 2387

www.ivyleaguetutoring.com

Congratulations |

Acdemic Tutoring | Test Preparation | College Admissions Advising

Serving the Tri-State Metro Region

lvy League Tutoring

"You set the goals, we exceed them."

1-877-IVY-TUTOR(489-8886)

"...My tutor went above and beyond the simple task of raising my
academic average in math and physics, assisting me to attain a 400
point improvement on my SAT | score. While preparing my college
application, my tutor also had the brilliant idea of submitting an extra
essay as well as a resumé in order to help me show off my multiple
talents and sensibilities. | applied early to Harvard and gotin..."

to our recent graduates @

Name Colleges Accepted

Ben C. Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Brown

DavidS. Yale, Duke, Cornell, NYU(full scholarship)
Chris K. Princeton

Abhinav R. Columbia, Lehigh(med program), GW(med)
AdamP.  Wash U., Johns Hopkins, Emory, Vanderbilt
Sajni S. Cornell, Barnard, Tufts

Anthony V. Northwestern, Georgetown, BC, Emory

Amanda W.
Trinity School, Manhattan, NY

Name Before Tutoring  After Tutoring High School College Attending

.Dhruv V. PSAT: 1820 SAT: 2380 (800M, BOOCR, 780W) [ Roslyn HS [ Columbia U. .

IKelly W. SATI: 1420/1600 | SAT: 1600/1600 | Stuyvesant HS | Harvard U. All Su bjECtS / Tests

Amanda W. | PSAT: 1840 SATI: 2240 Trinity School Harvard U. One-On-One

Stephanie Y. | PSAT: 1920 SATI: 2230 SATIl Math:780 Scarsdale HS U. Penn. COIIege Ad missio ns consu Iting/ Essay Editing
Physics: B Physics: A+ Wharton . .

Jason C. Physics: 75 95 Bronx HS of Science | Princeton U. M u Itl pl e Su b‘leCt/ TESt Tu t?rs
Pre-Calculus:85 |97 onSIte
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO BE FORMED AT FEBRUARY

GENERAL MEETING by cathy Minuse, PA Second Vice President

At the PA General Meeting on February
24, 2009, a Nominating Committee will be
formed to recruit candidates for the Spring
Election and to conduct that election in May.
The Nominating Committee is charged with
publicizing the election to call forth a diverse
and representative group of candidates from the
PA membership. The role of the Nominating
Committee is set out in Article 1V, section 9 of
the PA Bylaws, available on the PA website.

The May election will fill the following
positions:

Officers:

® President or Co-Presidents
® First Vice President

® Second Vice President

® Recording Secretary

® Corresponding Secretary

® Treasurer

® Assistant Treasurer

School Leadership Team Delegates:

® Sophomore Parent Delegates
(two plus one alternate)

® Junior Parent Delegates
(two plus one alternate)

® Senior Parent Delegates
(one plus one alternate)

The Nominating Committee will consist of
a minimum of five and a maximum of seven
members. The PA Executive Board selects
a minority of the Committee (two to three
members), subject to ratification by the general
membership at the February meeting. The
majority of the Nominating Committee will
be PA members who are not serving on the
Executive Board. They will be selected by the
general membership through nominations from
the floor at the February meeting. If more people
are nominated than there are positions available,
an election will take place at the May meeting.
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Publication of advertisements in the PA Bulletin
does not constitute endorsement of any advertiser.

If you serve on the Nominating Committee
you cannot run for election. Current Executive
Board members may serve on the Nominating
Committee but then cannot stand for re-election
or a new position.

The PA invites parents to come forward at the
February 24 General Meeting to offer to serve
on the Nominating Committee.

A Special Election took place at the Parents
Association General Meeting on January 20,
2009.The PA Recording Secretary had resigned,
and, according to the PA bylaws, a special
election was required to fill the position. The
duties of the Recording Secretary are described
in the bylaws, available on the PA website;
the principal duty is to make an accurate,
permanent record of all meetings of the general
membership and the Executive Board. Prior
to the General Meeting, sophomore parent,
Lee Levitt had submitted his nomination. Lee

had been fulfilling the duties on a temporary
basis since the prior Recording Secretary’s
resignation. At the meeting, nominations from
the floor were solicited, but no additional
candidates came forward. Lee introduced
himself to the assembled parents and then was
elected by acclamation.

Also at the January 20 General Meeting, the
appointment of Albert Gavalis as Assistant
Treasurer was ratified. The position of Treasurer
had become vacant. According to the PA

bylaws, if the Treasurer resigns, the Assistant
Treasurer becomes Treasurer and serves the rest
of the term. The Executive Board nominates a
new Assistant Treasurer, subject to ratification
by the general membership. Former Assistant
Treasurer Silvia Rivas therefore had become PA
Treasurer. At its December 4, 2008 meeting, the
Executive Board had nominated Albert to serve
as Assistant Treasurer. Prior to the ratification
vote, Albert addressed the parents and described
his qualifications for the office.

ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE

fund next year!

button.

donations coming in!

As of January 31st, the Annual Appeal has raised $121,326.
everyone who has donated to the Annual Appeal thus far — and please keep those

Each year the Stuyvesant PA funds a great number of programs that benefit students, parents and the
school. The amount of money we raise NOW determines the amount we are able to spend NEXT YEAR. [e]
more money we can raise, the greater the number of programs we will be able to

We need the financial support of EVERY Stuyvesant family to help us reach our goal!

You may donate by check or credit card. To make it as easy as possible, you may
even choose to set up automatic recurring monthly installments to your credit
card by visiting our website (www.stuy-pa.org) and clicking on the “Donate Now

[anklyou to

OUR
GOAL

L $350,000

—— $300,000

—— 5200,000

L 5100,000
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JANUARY 20, 2009 STUYVESANT PARENTS” ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

1. [Ce_meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by PA Co-President,
Susan Mendelsohn.

2. Principal Teitel spoke in detail about Ava Hecht who passed
away last month. He also discussed the situation involving a second
student who was hospitalized after taking ill during the week that
followed Ava's tragic illness. Mr. Teitel described how the incident
became the lead story on two major network television stations, and
the circumstances that precluded him from commenting publicly on
the situation.

Mr. Teitel expressed his concern over the budget for the remainder
of this year and for the coming year. He stated the he would not be
surprised if the cuts increased in the coming weeks, adding that he is
particularly concerned with the $745,000 already being cut from next
year's budget. He may need to limit the number of classes that can be
taken to 7 or 8. Schedules for upper classmen will only be cut as a last
resort.

Mr. Teitel explained how he reconfigured the schedule, last month, in
order to carve out 50 minutes for the students to watch the presidential
inauguration. Everyone in the auditorium was dead silent, except for the
occasional applause. [estidents were thrilled to watch the ceremony,
and Mr. Teitel stated that he was extremely proud of the students.

3. Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the
November 18 General Meeting. [Cembtion was seconded and passed
unanimously.

4. Second Vice-President, Cathy Minuse, introduced the topic of PA
open positions. [e_pdsition of Assistant Treasurer was filled by the
appointment of Albert Gavalis at the January 8th Executive Board
Meeting. Mr. Gavalis briefly introduced himself before a motion was
made and seconded to ratify his appointment. e mbtion passed by
unanimous vote.

A second position of Recording Secretary was also open. Lee Levitt,
who had been filling-in since the position became vacant, had already
submitted his nomination prior to the meeting. Ms. Minuse opened the
election process to other potential nominees, and no other candidate
stepped forward. Mr. Levitt introduced himself and was subsequently
voted in by acclamation.

OUTSTANDING TUTORING
By A Ph.D

Math All Levels

English Critical Thinking

History Study Skills

SAT/ACT College Essay Prep
Dr. Jeffrey Liss (718) 767-0233

(516) 728-6463

5. Corresponding Secretary, Dave Gibson, presented the proposal that
a grant writer be partially funded by the PA. Mr. Gibson spoke of how,
last year, a parent brought in a grant of $250,000 to replace the lockers
in the boys and girls locker rooms. Mr. Teitel has asked for the PA to
help fund the grant writer position by allocating a sum of $1200; the
school pledged to contribute an additional $1200, bringing the total
to $2400. A motion was made to reallocate $1200 from the Bulletin
budget in order to provide funding for the grant writer position. [
motion was seconded and passed.

6. Budget/Treasurer's report: Treasurer, Sylvia Rivas, announced that
a financial report was due to Mr. Teitel on January 30th, and would
be distributed to the membership at the February 24th General
Meeting.

7. SLT Report: PA Co-President, Susan Mendelsohn characterized
the most recent SLT meeting as having been extremely well attended.

[ecehtral topic concerned the existing recommendation process that
she described as cumbersome for teachers. e two factors that Ms.
Mendelsohn identified were the increase in the number of students
attending Stuyvesant High School, and the increase in the number of
universities to which the students are applying. One proposed solution
that was discussed at the SLT meeting was the implementation of an
online platform for teacher recommendations called the Common
Application, which is accepted by most colleges and universities. A
second proposal under consideration calls for the development of a
standardized procedure for students to provide the information, stamps
and envelopes needed to facilitate the recommendation process. A third
proposal concerns updating the College Handbook to include practical
advice on how a student may best select a teacher from whom to solicit
a recommendation, a reminder to thank the teachers who are writing
these recommendations, and the importance of providing feedback to
those teachers that have generously contributed their time, energy, and
skill toward the ultimate success of our children. [efakth and final
proposal is that the school organize training sessions for teachers, with
an emphasis on writing the actual recommendations.

8. Fundraising: Much of the money raised by the Lunar Feast goes
to help pay for college services. Festivities include traditional Korean
dance, Stuy students singing acapella, and a sumptuous, 10-course
dinner.

e Ahnual Appeal is also under way. With the school budget being
drastically cut, the PA needs all parents to give generously. We are
looking for 100% participation. [e‘mbney raised will go to help pay
for next year's PA budget.

9. Susan announced the close of the business portion of the meeting,
and introduced the main program for the evening, which featured

presentations concerning how to help your child if he or she is
struggling at Stuy. (Please see accompanying article on page 5.)

10. Cemeeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Lee Levitt, Recording Secretary
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PARENT ADVICE: RESOURCES FOR STRUGGLING STUY STUDENTS

Last month's General Meeting featured a special segment dealing
with support for struggling Stuy students, including specific in-house
programs and resources designed to help our kids through tough times.
While some students are able to cope reasonably well with the day-to-
day challenges of teen life, there are many who would surely benefit by
availing themselves of the numerous services o [erkd at Stuyvesant High
School. Spark Coordinator, Angel Colon, along with a remarkable team of
helpful and dedicated Stuy students, delivered an informative address on
the Spark emotional support network, which is open to all Stuy students.
Immediately afterward, Parent Coordinator, Harvey Blumm, was on-
hand to discuss the numerous avenues for academic assistance at Stuy. [e
paragraphs below contain the substance of these presentations.

Angel Colon, the Program Coordinator for -+ vahda, 41;
Spark, came forward with a group of students, to E = P
discuss peer counseling. Spark focuses on every *

teen related issue, including social relationships,
substance abuse, group dynamics, as well as
o [ering training in peer leadership. Students of
all grades were represented. Spark includes two small clubs that focus
on community outreach: Stuy Unity and Stuy Aspira. [esflident
presentations were mainly personal accounts of the challenges that
many students face, and how the Spark program addressed each
student's particular needs. Some of the key issues involved adjusting
to the workload and making friends, while others included more
serious problems such as drugs, depression and the suicide of a best
friend. LCerevas a general sense of camaraderie, and each student
cited his or her personal association with Mr. Colon as a critical
component to that student's success. Another important theme that
prevailed throughout was that the students all felt welcome from day
one, and that each student felt committed to helping others. Spark
also engages in community outreach such as helping special-ed kids
and participating in the Breast Cancer Walk.

]
Hr,
A}
A\ 1 =

b \

Harvey Blumm discussed a variety of topics
relating to academic resources as follows:
a. AlS tutoring, wherein teachers are paid
extra money to tutor students at the end of
the academic day.

b. Arista, which is our National Honor
Society. Students in need of academic assistance may either email
an Arista member who is strong in a particular subject, or visit the
Avrista O [ceht 3:30 PM daily.

¢. Students are encouraged to speak to the teacher. Many teachers
will take time to work with a particular student. Mr. Blumm o Cergd
to speak to the respective teacher as well.

d. Lerehre some families that are able to support their children by
hiring outside tutors. Sometimes they may use an adult tutor or a
college student. [_eschool is not permitted to refer outside tutoring
services, however Mr. Blumm may refer parents to other families that
ust Tutors.

e. Guidance Counselors are willing to assist with organization and
time management. Mr. Teitel has increased the Guidance sta (fiom
3 to 11 counselors. Urge your kids to make use of these helpful
individuals.

By

f. Each year, the students are issued Student Planners. Mr. Blumm
recommends that parents urge the students to use them.

g. Ceadults in the school really want to help. If there is an issue, do
not hesitate to let them know.

h. Mr. Blumm stated that the Guidance O [celvould be asked to
present at a future PA meeting.

i. Ceschool listserv is another valuable source of information. If you
are not already a member, sign-up at the Stuyvesant HS website.

j. Cendw Parent Tools online resource allows parents to access their
children's academic records. Mr. Blumm added that your children
cannot hide anything from you anymore. [e_prbgram is interactive,
and more features will be added shortly, including one that enables
parents to communicate directly with teachers. Mr. Blumm cautioned
that attendance on the online transcript will include both excused
and unexcused absences. However, Stuyvesant maintains its own
internal records, adding that we do not go by the DOE system, which
is rigid. Mr. Blum further explained that attendance is internal, and
not shared with colleges.

Mr. Blumm noted that Stuyvesant Currently has 10 Intel Award
Semi-Finalists, and that, according to a recent Daily News article,
Stuyvesant High School was chosen as the top high school in New
York State by a website called greatschools.net. [ewdbsite selected
Stuy from both public and private schools, and based its selection on
parent satisfaction.

Sclence Tutoring

SUBJECT AND SAT Il TUTORING in

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, & PHYSICS

«Former graduate student, Ph.D.
program in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology

Three years with major test prep
company

In your home,
excellent references!

(212) 877-9327

science.tutoring@hotmail.com

EXTREMELY PATIENT, REGARDLESS OF HOW LOST YOUR
KIDS ARE. AND WHOA! SOME OF THEM ARE, LIKE, LOST!
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JANUARY 8TH EXECUTIVE BOARD HIGHLIGHTS by Lee Levitt

The Parents' Association Executive Board conducted its monthly meeting
on Thursday, January 8. Below are highlights of the meaningful issues that
were discussed or acted upon at that meeting:

® Stuyvesant High School has recently introduced a new online
resource called Parent Tools, available through the Stuyvesant website.
Parents who register (with their email address and the same password
they received when they registered for the school’s listserv) will be
able to view their child’s schedule, attendance record, report card,
transcript, and outstanding textbooks.  This is separate from the
DOE's ARIS system. Any question concerning Parent Tools should
be directed to the Stuyvesant Parent Coordinator, Harvey Blumm.

® There is an upcoming Open House event for admitted students
scheduled to take place on February 11th. The PA assists in running
this event.

® \With the current New York State and NYC budget crisis, Stuyvesant
High School has been struggling to cope with the reality of severe
budget cuts which could seriously impact the quality of our children's
education. The PA has been considering a proposal to help create
and fund a Grant Writer position to raise money for school initiatives.
It was agreed that it is reasonable in principle to — fund a part-time
Grant Writer, and that the funding question should be put before the
membership and voted upon at the January 20 General Meeting.

® The Stuyvesant PA is conducting its Annual Appeal in an effort to
raise money for next year's PA budget. Thus far, we have a total of
230 donations, but we are continuing to strive for 100% participation.
These efforts at fundraising could potentially alleviate the negative

effects of the financial crisis on our school. Other fundraising
programs include the Lunar Feast, the Barnes and Noble Book Fair,
and Onecause.com.

® The February 24 General Meeting will feature a safety presentation
which will address many critical concerns, and offer valuable and
helpful advice. Issues to be discussed are likely to include emergency
contingency plans, alternative travel arrangements, and what to do if
your child is assaulted or is the victim of a crime.

® College recommendations have become increasingly burdensome
to teachers as the number of students in the senior class has increased
and the limit on the number of college applications allowed per
student was lifted; there is also concern that the burden of writing
recommendations is borne by a relatively small number of teachers.
The teachers' union contract does not require teachers to write
recommendations, nor are they compensated for doing so. Teachers
are also burdened with the logistics of sending stacks of mail to the
respective colleges. Moreover, there is a general lack of consistency in
terms of quality, with some parents reporting complaints from college
admissions officers. The PA Executive Board agreed to bring the
matter to the School Leadership Team (SLT) in the hope of finding
a resolution. The Board, furthermore, resolved to recommend to the
SLT that the mundane tasks associated the mailing process be lifted
from the teachers, and handled internally.

The next Executive Board meeting is scheduled to take place March
10 at 6:30 PM. All PA members are welcome to attend.

~
"

Math A
Biology

Mon, 4 to 6 PM,
Sun, 10to 1 PM,

Physics
Writing

Mon, 6 to 8 PM,
Sun, 1:30t0 3:30 & Mon, Wed, Fri 4 to 6 PM

B /Y NATIONWIDE MASTER Tutoring Service

The best tutoring service provided to the Specialized High School Students
BB IR %, DUSCE B ABLE IR s e E L, T R R HUE
BT BSFRES T ERBIHISAT FE,

AILRT BB SAT Prepdtak

FH 2 7 o 2 Bl DA R R R B S A 5 R
BARE KBRS FARE Y SRERE, HRBR M~ E H SATIAIE

The best SAT Prep in town, with thorough Test material and Analyses
BT Lk R B RS PR R, FEEAT ]

AR S R 2 B, AR St

(RS REETE, B0, PR, “BE 7 EAHR e B g

!

Courses offered, time and places tailored to your needs:

Chemistry Sun, 1:30 to 4:30

Flushingy£#$i 8% : 37-19 Main St. 3FI. 718-961-1816, ChinatownjE A £ : 98 Mott St. 6FI. 212-219-1860
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COQLLEGE OFFICE AND WALK-IN SCHEDULE

® Ms. Pat Cleary: Homerooms A-H (last name A-L of homeroom H)
® Mr. Gregg Walkes: Homerooms H-Q (last name M-Z of homeroom H)
® Ms. Diana Ferrer: Homerooms R-Z

Urge your student to ask questions and get answers in the
College O [ce Huring general advisement hours 7:30-8:30am,
5th period, and 10th period- after school.

Stuyvesant's Parent Coordinator, Harvey Blumm, (212) 312-4926,
hblumm@stuy.edu can answer many procedural questions or assist
you in obtaining an answer.

THANK YOU ALL!

On behalf of all the Senior students and their families, the Parents’
Association would like to thank all the people who have helped our Senior
students in their college application process. First and foremost, we would
like to thank Ms. Pat Cleary for genuinely caring about and working
tirelessly and patiently with our students. [CankKlyou also to Mr. Gregg
Walkes and Ms. Diana Ferrer for counseling our students and processing
all of the college applications in such a timely manner. [anklyou to Ms.
Archie and all the guidance counselors for organizing and writing the SSR’s.
And a special thank you to all the teachers who spent holidays and weekends
writing recommendations for our students. Your labor and e [arks are much
appreciated.

We would also like to remind parents to urge their students to write [ankl
You notes to teachers who wrote recommendations.

SENIORS
Early Decision and Early Action Results

Approximately half the class applied early. As of this date, the results show
437 students applied early; of these 139 were accepted. To highlight a few
of the more popular schools at which our students have been accepted, we
mention Cornell (23),Columbia (9), Yale (7), MIT (7), CeUhiversity of
Pennsylvania (7), Brown (5), e Uhiversity of Chicago (5), and Cooper
Union (4); Congratulations! If you have been deferred to regular decision,
talk to your counselors to see if they suggest including additional information
that may enhance the original application.

To Do for Seniors:

® \Write thank you notes to teachers who wrote your recommendations and
inform them as to which college you have been accepted.

e If you intend to pursue financial aid, and you haven't already done so, it
is important to fill out the FAFSA form now. You need a PIN first. The
FAFSA is available at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Many colleges have Priority
deadlines that must be met, after which financial aid money may be more
difficult to obtain.

® You are allowed to estimate while preparing and submitting the FAFSA.
Once your actual tax return for 2008 is filed, you must amend the FAFSA to
accurately reflect the information.

e Many Private Colleges require an additional form called the CSS Profile.
This form can be accessed through www.collegeboard.com. Check to see
when your college wants the form filed. Ensure you file it at least 2 weeks
prior to that deadline so that it arrives on time.

Juniors: Getting Started.
e Complete and enter your SSR background information online if you haven't

COLLEGE CORNER by Florri Levy and Lillian Sage, College Committee Co-Chairs

done so yet. SSR Background Questionnaire and College Worksheets
need to be completed online by February 22nd.

o Check your email account. This is how you will be notified of your SSR
interview. You will be given at least one week’s notice and are expected to get
clearance to attend. If you have a test conflict, contact your counselor.

e College Office advisement for families will begin February 24th. Notices
and details have been sent to Junior class parents via listserv. Student
attendance at this advising is mandatory.

e Start thinking about two teachers (teachers from either Junior or
Sophomore year) whom you will ask for recommendations. One should
be a Math or Science teacher; the other should be an English, History, or
Foreign Language teacher. Follow all the guidelines from the teachers once
they agree to write the recommendations for you. Maintain good records
of your academic achievements and make notes of what you contributed in
class so you can provide detailed input to those teachers.

e The College Office is introducing a new seminar program this year for
Juniors which was announced during a mandatory Junior assembly on
February 2nd.

® A college evening program for Junior Parents will be held on March 25th,
6:30-7:30 pm.

® Juniors will be given a copy of the Stuyvesant College Handbook
in late February. THIS IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT
DOCUMENT YOUR FAMILY WILL HAVE TO GUIDE YOU
THROUGH THE COLLEGE PROCESS. It will answer most questions
about procedures at Stuyvesant. Chinese and Korean translations will also
be available.

® Remember to utilize the Parent Tools section of the Stuyvesant website,
where you can find college acceptance statistics for Stuyvesant students.

Glimpses of China 2009

Glimpses of China is a Chinesefcultural exposure
program in Shanghai for high-achieving students
from the North America and Europe. [Key
components.of-this four-week program include:

*Lectures and seminaps/- covering a wide range
of topics from history, politics,” economics,
human rights, to Traditional Chinese Medicine
and Chinese literature.

*Chinese, language/tutorials in small groups of
three to four

*Arts appreciation workshops

*After class activities - dinner speaking events,
Chinese movie appreciation, and interaction
with local Chinese.

*Excursions in Shanghai, Suzhou, Hangzhou, and
a traditional water town.

Program faculty composes of top scholars and
teachers from all over China and the US. More
information about our program is available via
our website: www foundationprograms.com
Please feel free to contact us on+l| (646) 867
3628 or email info@foundationprograms.com
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Chinese Translation by Larry Sit (continued from page 8)
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Korean Translation by Yunmi Kim
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Korean Translation by Yunmi Kim (continued from page 10)
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GDCOMING PA GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2009
7-9 PM

Murray Kahn Theatre
6:30 PM - Hospitality and Refreshments
7:00 PM — Meeting

PROGRAM

Health & Safety Concerns—What Parents Need To Know!
Plus Nominating Committee will be formed

PA Executive Board and SLT.

\ to recruit candidates for 2009-2010

STUYVESANT PA BULLETm

Bulletin is published by the
Stuyvesant High School
Parents’ Association.

Contributions, comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Please contact Bulletin Editor
Lee Levitt (Isquared100@hotmail.com)

Many thanks to this month's contributors: Cathy
Minuse, Florri Levy, Mariam Sarrafan; to Yunmi
Kim and Larry Sit for their invaluable assistance in
translation; to Claudia Chernov for copy editing and

proofreading ; and to Dave Gibson for his design and
layout work.




