The Parents’ Association
of Stuyvesant High School

WWW.STUY-PA.ORG

LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

Dear Stuyvesant Community,

This month’s Co-
Presidents letter is a very
difficult one to write. As
most of you are aware
by now, the Stuyvesant
community has suffered a
terrible tragedy: the sudden, unexpected
death of one of our seniors, Ava Hecht, due
to bacterial meningitis. The death of any
young person is shocking and heartbreaking,
but when the young person is one of our
own, it is a devastating blow to all of us,
whether or not we knew her personally.
Ava was a vibrant, talented young woman
who was much loved by everyone who
knew her, and she will be sorely missed by
the entire Stuyvesant community.  The
Parents’ Association and the members of the
Executive Board wish to extend our deepest

sympathy to Ava’s family and friends.

By now, almost everyone will have seen
the information on bacterial meningitis
provided by the Health Department, via
the listserv announcement, the school and
PA websites, and/or the robocalls. Mr.
Teitel has assured us that he will take every
measure necessary to support our students
at this difficult time. As parents, the best
way we can support our children is to follow
the advice of the Health Department and,
above all, to remain calm.

As the first semester winds down, our
students are gearing up for finals and
Regents” exams. These will take place
during the last week of January; the schedule
for finals week is posted at the school and
on www.stuy.edu. For most seniors, this is
a particularly stressful time, as they wait to
hear from colleges in addition to preparing
for the last set of exams that could still
make a difference in getting accepted to
their top choice(s).

For its part, the PA is gearing up for its
major fundraising event of the year: the

Lunar New Year Feast will take place
on January 30th at the Golden Bridge
restaurant in Chinatown (See page 6 for
details). The Lunar Feast is now in its
sixth year and the money it raises has
become ever more important in ensuring
the College Office can provide assistance
to our kids as they navigate the highly
competitive and sometimes baffling college
admissions process. However, we encourage
everyone to buy tickets to this event also
because it’s fun — it will be a chance to
meet or catch up with other Stuyvesant
families, eat excellent food accompanied
by entertainment, and win some fabulous
prizes in the dedicated raffle.

We would also like to remind you to
give generously to the Annual Appeal.
As Principal Teitel reminds us repeatedly,
much of what made our kids choose
Stuyvesant — the range of courses
and extracurricular activities — is likely
to be severely curtailed next year. (See
SLT Summary on page 7.)  Although
parents cannot make up the difference as
far as instruction is concerned, we can help
underwrite many other expenses, including
the extracurricular activities that are central
to many of our kids’ lives.

Please also consider doing your online
shopping through www.onecause.com,
which as of this writing includes over 800
merchants willing to give a percentage of
your total purchase (2-4% in most cases)
to the Stuyvesant PA at absolutely no
added cost to you. It’s easy and it can add
up to large sums if a substantial number
of Stuyvesant parents participate. Please
see the PA website or the December PA

bulletin for additional information.

We hope to see you at the January 20th PA

meeting and at the Lunar Feast.

— Paola de Kock and Susan Mendelsohn,
Co-Presidents, 2008-2009

Bulletin

2008-2009, ISSUE 4, JANUARY

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

At the School Leadership Team (SLT) meeting
on Tuesday, December 16, Mr. Edward Wong,
our Assistant Principal of Technology Services,
unveiled a program that allows parents to view
their child’s attendance, cutting, report card,
transcript, and Stuyvesant graduate college
statistics. This program is available only to
those parents who are part of the school’s
list serve. If you wish to join, or are having
problems, email to glitch@stuyhs.net or contact
Mr. Harvey Blumm, our Parent Coordinator.

The calendar year ended on a high note
with the Music, Fine Arts, and Technology
Department performing the annual holiday
concert and art show. It certainly put everyone
who attended in a joyous spirit!

January is a stressful month, because it marks
the end of the Fall semester. Students must
complete projects, hand in papers, and take
final exams during the last two weeks of the
month. Grades received in the third marking
period are posted on students’ transcripts.

On February 3, 2009 we will begin the Spring
semester. Each student will be given a new
program with different teachers.

Finally, I hope to meet and greet many of you
at the PA meeting on Tuesday, January 20.

Sincerely,

— Stan Teitel
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2008-2009 CALENDAR SCHOOL CONTACT INFO

(212) 312-4800

Jan 19 Mon Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day — No School
Jan 20 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

Jan 20 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

Jan 26-30 Mon - Fri Final and Regent Exams

Feb 2 Mon Fall Term Ends — No School

Feb 3 Tue Spring Term Begins

Feb 5 Thu PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM
Feb 16 - Feb 20 Mon - Fri Mid-Winter Recess — No School

Feb 24 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

Feb 24 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

Mar 10 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM
Mar 24 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

Mar 24 Tue PA General Meeting - 7:00 PM

Mar 26 Thu Evening Parent/Teacher Conferences
Mar 27 Fri Afternoon Parent/Teacher Conferences
Apr7 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM
Apr9 - Apr 17 Thu - Fri Spring Recess — No School

Apr 21 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

Apr21 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

May 5 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM
May 25 Mon Memorial Day — No School

May 26 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

May 26 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

June 2 Tue PA Executive Board Meeting — 6:30 PM
Jun 4 Thur Chancellor’s Conference Day — No School
Jun 9 Tue SLT Meeting — 3:30 PM

Jun 9 Tue PA General Meeting — 7:00 PM

Jun 16 - Jun 24 Tue - Wed Regent Exams

Jun 25 Thu Regent Rating Day — No School

Jun 25 Thu Graduation - Beacon Theatre; Time: TBA
Jun 26 Fri Last Day Of School — Early Dismissal

Main Office:

Parent Coordinator: Harvey Blumm
SPARK: Angel Colon

Address Change: Annette Bosco
Lost MetroCard: Camille Galantini
Attendance: Carol Carrano

Health Aide: Ruth Dabrio

College Office

Parents’ Association Office

Assistant Principals:

Math: Maryann Ferrara

Biology: Elizabeth Fong

English: Eric Grossman

Health & PE: Martha Singer
Social Studies: Jennifer Suri
Chemistry/Physics: Scott Thomas
World Languages: Arlene Ubicta
Music/Art/Tech: Ray Wheeler
Guidance: Eleanor Archie

Guidance Counselors:
Jay Biegelson

Greg DiMasi
Jennifer Engler
Undine Guthrie
John Mui

Meredith Negrin
Ronnie-Ann Parnes
Shakira Rajwant
Holly Richmond
Marcy Viboch
Jeremy Wang

Ext.
2731
2733
2111
2055
2031
3711
2250
2711

4020
7011
6011
5010
3021
9010
5021
1321
1031

2385
2367
2368
2361
2366
2364
2383
2363
2362
2386
2387

STUYVESANT PARENTS” ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD

PA OFFICERS

Co-President
Co-President

First Vice President
Second Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Paola de Kock (718) 398-1210
Susan Mendelsohn (646) 649-3260
Jenny Cho (347) 431-5555
Cathy Minuse (212) 673-4276
Vacant

Dave Gibson (212) 569-2887
Silvia Rivas (718) 347-1528
Albert Gavalis (212) 529-2084

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT) DELEGATES

paoladekock@verizon.net
smendel126@aol.com
jennycho_26@hotmail.com

minuse@aol.com

stuydaveg@yahoo.com
silviany2000@aol.com
agavalis@yahoo.com

Senior Rep Larry Sit (718) 898-8459 larrysit@yahoo.com

Junior Rep Lillian Sage (212) 627-8959 3sagesbeauty@earthlink.net
Junior Rep Charles King Chan (917) 653-8879 charleskingchan@rcn.com
Sophomore Rep Paul Bauer (917) 757-1834 p_bauer@verizon.net
Sophomore Rep Varvara M. Gokea (212) 724-9292 vgokea@nyc.rr.com
Freshman Rep Monica Kaufmann Watt (212) 912-1247 moniwatt@nyc.rr.com
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Senior Parent Isabelle Jouanneau-Fertig (718) 834-7652 ij19@columbia.edu

Junior Parent Silvia Hakanoglu (212) 879-6624 s.hakanoglu@yahoo.com
Sophomore Parent Rong Cao (718) 261-2211 caor01@yahoo.comT
Sophomore Parent Smaranda Filimon (718) 847-2703 smarandafilimon@yahoo.com
Sophomore Parent Randy Nelson (347) 628-2228 rnelson206@nyc.rr.com
Freshman Parent Beth Bacon (718) 625-3495 bethbac225@aol.com
Freshman Parent Caroline Buschmann (347) 461-5239 cbuschmann@gmail.com
Freshman Parent Bruce Hood (212) 551-2604 bhood@wiggin.com
Freshman Parent Igor Shvidkiy (718) 259-0412 irena_vish@msn.com
Freshman Parent 'lgimothy Paul Tureski (718) 549-1317 booktips@optonline.net
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Appropriations Al Piro (718) 921-5999 ajpiro56@yahoo.com
Fundraising Mariam Sarrafan (646) 620 9561 mariam.sarrafan@mac.com

College Co-Chairs
Membership Outreach
Health & Safety

Florri Levy & Lillian Sage
Eleanor Chang
Cathy Minuse

(212) 288-6855 & (212) 627-8959
(212) 431-3519
(212) 673-4276

florrid@aol.com & 3sagesbeauty@earthlink.net

chenge@hkbea-us.com

minuse@aol.com
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PA SPE(IAI. EI.E(TION .IANUARY 20 by Cathy Minuse, PA Second Vice President

A Special Election will take place at the
Parents' Association General Meeting on
January 20, 2009. The PA Recording
Secretary has resigned and according to
PA Bylaws, the position must be filled
by a Special Election. Nominations will
be taken from the floor at the January 20
meeting or you may submit a nomination
by sending your full name, telephone
number, address, child’s name, and grade
to Minuse@aol.com. The duties of the

Recording Secretary are described in the
Bylaws, available on the PA website; the
principal duty is to make an accurate,
permanent record of all meetings of the
General Membership and the Executive
Board.

The position of Treasurer has also become
vacant. According to the PA Bylaws, if the
Treasurer resigns, the Assistant Treasurer
becomes Treasurer, serving out the rest of

the term. The Executive Board nominates
a new Assistant Treasurer, subject to
ratification by the General Membership.
Former Assistant Treasurer Silvia Rivas
is therefore now PA Treasurer. At its
December 4, 2008 meeting, the Executive
Board nominated Albert Gavalis to serve
as Assistant Treasurer. His appointment
will be up for ratification at the January 20
meeting.

The Parents' Association Executive
Board conducted its monthly meetings on
Wednesday, November 12 and Thursday,
December 4. Below are highlights of
meaningful issues that were either discussed
or acted upon during these meetings:

1. Stuyvesant High School is slated to lose
$304,000 in state and city funding for the
upcoming spring term, and $754,000 for
the 2009-2010 academic year. According to
Principal Teitel, the budget cuts will have
a minimal effect on the spring term, but
will result in fewer teachers and restricted
programming for next year. The Stuyvesant
PA opposes any budgetary proposal that

would negatively impact our children's
education; to that end, our PA Executive
Board has agreed to join a newly formed
coalition known as One New York: Fighting
for Fairness.

2. Last year, the PA appropriated $55,000
for the purchase of a state-of-the-art, nano-
technology microscope. We recently tendered
the final payment of $25,000, and according
to the PA Co-Presidents, Stuyvesant will be
the only high school in the country to make
this new technology available to its students
and faculty. The new microscope was
received by the school on November 24.

3. Principal Teitel has proposed that the
school and the PA each allocate $1,200 to
subsidize a new grant-writing initiative. It
was decided that a proposal to re-allocate
$1,200 from the PA budget to hire a grant-
writer will be announced and voted upon at
the next General Meeting.

4. Volunteers are greatly needed for the
fundraising committee, which is especially
important in light of the impending budget
cuts.

The next Executive Board meeting is scheduled
to take place on February 5th at 6:30 PM. All
PA members are welcome to attend.

COURSE OPTIONS:

SAT COURSE — MAY 2", 2009
. SAT Prep Class Begins February 28", 2009

—

Test namas ara the trademarks of thelr respactiva ows

ACT COURSE — APRIL 12, 2009
ACT Prep Class Begins January 31%, 2009

All classes will be held at Stuyvesant High School.

800-2Review (800-273-8439) | PrincetonReview.com

mars, wha ara not affliiated with Tha Princeton Raview. Tha Princaton Raview |s not affiliatad with Pri

If you are interested in taking a Princeton Review course
and these schedules do not work for you, visit our website
ar PrinceronReview.com. Stuyvesant students receive a 20%
discount on any SAT or ACT course listed on our website.

e
( Pr lnce_ton For more information and to register for your course, see
ReVleW Ms. Eleanor Archie - Assistant Principal/Pupil Personnel Services.

EXCLUSIVE PRINCETON REVIEW COURSES
FOR STUYVESANT STUDENTS!

Enjoy the world-class test preparation of The Princeton Review at a deeply discounted rate.

SAT SUBJECT TEST ON JUNE 6™, 2009
Biology Prep Class: Begins April 30", 2009
Chemistry Prep Class: Begins April 30", 2009
Math Il Prep Class: Begins May 2, 2009
Physics Prep Class: Begins May 2", 2009
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NOVEMBER 18, 2008 STUYVESANT PARENTS" ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by PA Co-President Paola de
Kock, who introduced Principal Stanley Teitel.

2. Mr. Teitel announced that President-elect Obama's choice for Attorney
General was a Stuyvesant '69 graduate, Eric Holder. He also announced
that Stuy had earned an A in all categories on its Progress Report.

Speaking about the recently announced budget cuts, Mr. Teitel said that
Stuy would need to give back $304,000 from this year's budget. However,
because he had prepared last year for possible cuts, this year’s students
will not be directly affected. In the 2009-10 year, however, an additional
$750,000 will be cut from the budget, at which point the only choices will
be to cut classes, cut extracurricular activities, or cut some combination of
the two. The budget for 2009-10 will probably be available in mid-May. Mr.
Teitel said he welcomed ideas for coping with the cuts.

3. Announcements: Co-Presidents Paola de Kock and Susan Mendelsohn:
a. A Culture Festival with performances by Chinese, Korean, and other
students will be held on Friday, November 21. Parents are invited.

b. Volunteers are needed not only on the day of a special event, but are also
needed for the day-to-day work of fundraising and for committee work.

c. The Executive Board has voted to support the One New York Coalition,
an umbrella organization fighting against the New York City budget
cuts, and would like to formally join, with the approval of the general
membership. The One New York Coalition, as part of its approach, supports
tax increases to pay for services such as public education. The organization
includes education groups, health care workers, homeless organizations, and
others who will be affected by budget cuts. Paola asked for a motion for the
Stuy PA to join the coalition. After discussion, Ellen Bilofsky seconded the
motion. The motion carried by a show of hands.

Science Tutoring

SUBJECT AND SAT II TUTORING in

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, & PHYSICS

Former graduate student, Ph.D.
program in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology

Three years with major test prep
company

In your home,
excellent references!

(212) 871-9321

science.tutoring@hotmail.com

EXTREMELY PATIENT, REGARDLESS OF HOW LOST YOUR
KIDS ARE. AND WHOA! SOME OF THEM ARE, LIKE, LOST!

d. The Treasurer, Teresa Lin, has resigned because of the pressure of her
job as a CPA. According to the bylaws, the Assistant Treasurer, Silvia
Rivas, becomes Treasurer. The Executive Board will nominate an Assistant
Treasurer, subject to ratification by the membership; interested persons
should submit their name to the PA.

4. Susan asked for a review of the October 28, 2008, General Meeting
minutes. A motion was made to approve the minutes. The motion was
seconded and carried unanimously.

5. Appropriations: Susan presented the recommendations of the
Appropriations Committee for funding of items on the wish list. In
response to a member’s question, Paola stated that all items approved for
funding by the committee are presented to the membership for approval.
After discussion, a motion was made to accept the recommendations. The
motion was seconded and carried without opposition.

6. Budget/Treasurer's report: Paola presented the budget that had been
passed in June 2008. No changes have been made to the budget as yet.

7. Program: Internships and Summer Programs: Speakers included Social
Studies teacher Claudia Bushman; Research Coordinator Jonathan Gastel
from the Biology Department; and Parent Coordinator Harvey Blumm.
Some of the handouts distributed will be posted on the PA website.

8. Fundraising and Lunar Feast: Mariam Sarrafan: The letters announcing
the Annual Appeal will be mailed soon. Last year we did not reach our
goal of raising $500 per person. We know that not everyone can give that
amount, but we hope that everyone will give what they can.

The Lunar Feast will be held on January 30, 2009 at a new restaurant. The
format and the prices will be same as last year’s. People are needed to buy
tables. Volunteers are also needed to help raise money by selling advertising;
volunteers are needed for other functions as well. The Lunar Feast will not
include an auction this year, but will include a raffle, and items for the raffle
are needed. We are also planning a separate Spring Auction, and volunteers
are needed to help with that event.

Other fundraisers include online shopping through OneCause (formerly
SchoolPop). There is a link on the PA website to the OneCause page;
OneCause lists many of the popular websites on which parents may already
be shopping. There is also a link to QSP magazine subscriptions on the
PA website. The PA gets a percentage of whatever is spent through either
of these organizations. Also, there will be a Barnes & Noble book fair at
the Tribeca store December 17-19. The PA will get a percentage of all
purchases made using a Stuyvesant coupon. Finally, in October 2009 the PA
will bring back Neal Berg for another concert.

9. Paola announced that no December general PA meeting will be held. The
program at the January meeting will focus on resources available to help
students who are having difficulties.

10. SLT Report: Susan reported that the SLT meeting mainly discussed the
city’s budget cuts. In addition, a parent asked whether private tutoring could
replace mandatory AIS tutoring when a student is failing a class. Mr. Teitel
replied that this was possible, but the parent would need to submit a note.

11. The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
— Ellen Bilofsky, Recording Secretary
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7

(llEG OFFICE AND WALK-IN SCHEDULE

® Ms. Pat Cleary: homerooms A-G; 7:30-8:30 am.
® Mr. Gregg Walkes: homerooms H-Q_and general advisement

(10th period and after school for general advisement)
® Ms. Diana Ferrer: homerooms R—Z and scholarship information
(5th period)

Urge your student to ask questions and get answers in the

College Office.

Stuyvesant's Parent Coordinator, Harvey Blumm, (212) 312-4926,
hblumm@stuy.edu can answer many procedural questions or assist

you in obtaining an answer.

SAT AND SCORE CHOICE — WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The SAT's new Score Choice policy permits students to send only
their best overall score from a given test date. This new policy will be
effective with the March 2009 exam. For more information on the
new Score Choice policy, please go to www.collegeboard.com

There's one catch. Colleges can opt out of Score Choice and require
applicants to report every SAT score. “And some colleges have now
decided to do so, NEWSWEEK has learned. Stanford, Cornell,
Pomona, the University of Pennsylvania and the University of
Southern California told NEWSWEEK their applications next fall
will demand all scores. Other elite schools, including Harvard and
the University of Chicago, say they'll honor Score Choice; many,
such as Yale and Princeton, say they've yet to decide. A few say Score
Choice is irrelevant to them because they already cherry-pick the
highest individual math, verbal and reading scores from among
multiple tests.”

The ACT exam, on the other hand, has always had the policy of a
student reporting any or all of their test scores. Colleges have never
required, to this writer’s knowledge, an applicant to report more than
one ACT test date. Remember, if taking the ACT, to sign up and
take the writing portion of the test.

'The earlier you sign up for standardized tests, the better your selection

of testing locations. To sign up go to www.collegeboard.com and
www.ACT.org.

SENIORS - FINANCIAL AID -TO DO NOW

If you are interested in pursuing financial aid, it is important to fill
out the FAFSA form now. You need a PIN first. The FAFSA is
available at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

® You are allowed to estimate in preparing and submitting the
FAFSA. Once your actual tax return for 2008 is filed, you will amend
the FAFSA to accurately reflect the information.

® Many Private Colleges require an additional form called the CSS
Profile. This form can be accessed through www.collegeboard.com.
Check to see when your college wants the form filed. Ensure you file

it at least 2 weeks prior to that deadline so that it arrives on time.

JUNIORS

® There will be a mandatory college assembly for all juniors in February.
* Students need to enter their information online for their Secondary
School Report. The SSR Background Questionnaire must be
completed shortly. This is accessible through www.stuy.edu - student
tools.

¢ Check your STUY email. This is how you will be notified of your
SSR Interview. You will be given about one week notice and are
expected to get clearance to attend. If you have a test conflict, contact
your counselor.

® College Office interviews will begin in February.

® Start thinking about 2 teachers you will ask for recommendations.
One should be Math or Science. The other can be English, History,
or Foreign Language.

® Juniors will be given a copy of the Stuyvesant College Handbook
in the near future. THIS ISTHE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT
DOCUMENT YOUR FAMILY WILL HAVE TO GUIDE
YOU THROUGH THE COLLEGE PROCESS. It will answer
most questions about procedures at Stuyvesant.

- College Committee Co-Chairs:
Florri Levy, florrid@aol.com
Lillian Sage, 3sagesbeauty@earthlink.net

OUTSTANDING TUTORING

By A Ph.D
Math All Levels
English Critical Thinking
History Study Skills
SAT / ACT College Essay Prep
Dr. Jeffrey Liss (718) 767-0233
(516) 728-6463

FRONTRUNNERS,
the documentary about the
Stuyvesant 2006 Student Council Elections
is now available for pre-order at 20% off

the retail price at the distributor’s webstore:

www.oscilloscope.net /store.
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You are invited to Stuyvesant High School’s Sixth Annual

Lunar New Year Feast
Friday January 30, 2009

Golden Bridge Restaurant
50 Bowery in Chinatown
6-10 PM

The Lunar Feast traditionally supports college services for all Stuyvesant students, including family college advisement sessions, the College
Handbook, and College Night. The Lunar Feast is also a wonderful opportunity to meet school administrators and elected officials, mingle with
new and old friends, and enjov student entertainment and a sumptuous 10-course meal.

Please complete this reservation form and mail it with a check payable to Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S. to:
FHELE TR, THEEXEIRRGHAE: ot dFFH L FAHRMAM 5o FARZ BYFHA L.

Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S.
Attention: Jane Yuen, PA Administrator
345 Chambers Street, NYC 10282

PLEASE NOTE: No actual tickets will be issued. Reservations will be confirmed by email and the names will appear on a Guest List at the restaurant.
Tickets are $55 per person. You may also purchase a table of 10 at the discounted price of $500 if we receive your payment by January 20",

BMEARTES AASHENRE, YERERBERAAE. NE1H20HATARK, 104525 R$500. #ARZFR$S5S5.

------ §es

Individual tickets* BAES MAeA $55 x
Table for 10 persons* [0fizZE £ 1078 4] 2] 2] & $500 x =

T

O | cannot attend, but | would like to support College Services for Stuyvesant students. FF 5w HFE, EHEEBRCER:
Eole FAE - gl w ~Elo] o] tiEtA g2 AL E S A A8k ok g2 542 7] R
Contribution {Hz% 714+

Total amount enclosed &3t 37| $

* For tax purposes, the non-deductible portion of one dinner is $30. B #&AE, & A $307 &, F o H# BEFIEH -

MFEHY FAHA & g9 139 3089 Y.

Name: #:4:4 4: Company/Affiliation: % =]/85%%: 3] A}

E-mail: EEE:0] W Telephone: EExE: 3 H T

Address: 4

S — #ﬁg?u'ﬁ%ﬁﬁ!& il — A SRR
ol Bg AFAE A% AHASe] BHg 7 QY8 FAAL, F Aol Hlo] B L AN E F4E o] AL e AHEIFHA A FHA L.

The Parents’ Association of Stuyvesant H.S. is a 501(c)3 organization; all contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
BEBFEEE — S01(C)3ELFEE - FrEZUEER - Z8o/BEE 3R Jo3ls AWHY 501(c) o FEL ¢ dAZA AP
589 HF AgFAHG S Tl ¢ dFUT
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NOVEMBER 18TH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT) SUMMARY

For those who may be unfamiliar, the acronym, SLT, stands for School
Leadership Team. According to the DOE School Leadership Team Web page,
the SLT is, 'a school-based organization" that meets 'at least once a month,
and determines the structure for school-based planning and shared decision-
making.” SLT membership consists of the principal and an equal number
of parents and faculty, as well as several students and PA Executive Board
members. SLTs are mandated under New York's State Education Law, and are
required for all New York City public schools. And by the way, all parents are
welcome to attend on these meetings. Below is a summary of the November 18
SLT meeting, based upon minutes that were submitted by Stuyvesant student,
Amitav Chakraborty:

® Stuyvesant principal, Mr. Teitel, announced the news that President-
elect Obama has chosen to appoint Stuy grad (Class of '69), Eric Holder,
to be the next U.S. Attorney General.

® Mr. Teitel announced, after consultation with his cabinet, that the
vacation homework policy would not be extended to include Thanksgiving
weekend, but agreed to encourage teachers to take the holiday into
account when assigning homework.

® Mr. Teitel distributed and reviewed a document that the school is
required to submit annually, known as the Comprehensive Educational
Plan. Key points include the Contract for Excellence allocation, which
refers to monies obtained from a lawsuit charging that NYC public
schools are underfunded, relative to other areas of the state. Mr. Teitel
explained that he utilized the additional funding to hire an extra English
teacher, in order to cap the required English classes at 25 students.

® Mr. Teitel also reiterated his objective that 90% of our students score
at least 90% on all regents examinations. Mr. Teitel pointed out that it
would take some time before we actually achieve the 90/90 goal. This is

especially true of Chemistry and Physics, in which only 41.9% and 51.6%
(respectively) of the students achieved 90 or higher test scores. Teitel
stated that progress would be made in increments; for example, going
from 41.9% to 50% in chemistry this year.

® Mr. Teitel brought up the AP scores, which were mostly positive, before
discussing the PSAT scores that, according to Mr. Teitel, could improve.
He cited another of his objectives, Writing Across the Curriculum, as an
opportunity to improve SAT results.

® M. Teitel reviewed the annual Progress Report in which all NYC public
schools receive a letter grade. Stuyvesant received an "A", however he
cautioned that the system is designed to reward improvement, which is
a disadvantage to specialized high schools in which students are already
functioning at an extremely high level.

® Mr. Teitel expressed concern over the forthcoming budget cuts,
particularly as they will affect the 2009-2010 academic year. He stated
that extracurricular activities would be cut first, and encouraged the SLT
to come up with ideas to save money.

® Student issues that were discussed included a proposal to remove the
door to the Student Union office, thus affording access during school
hours. Mr. Teitel announced that he could not monitor the room, and
therefore, had decided not to remove the door as requested.

® Another student requested a clarification of the school's policy toward
not allowing students to participate in school sponsored extracurricular
activities where the students are performing poorly. Mr. Teitel stated
that students with "U" or multiple "N" grades would not be allowed to
participate.

www.ivyleaguetutoring.com

Congratulations |

Ivy League Tutoring

Serving the Tri-State Metro Region

"You set the goals, we exceed them."

1-877-IVY-TUTOR(489-8886)

"...My tutor went above and beyond the simple task of raising my

to our recent graduates @ i i i Mg 5
& academic average in math and physics, assisting me to attain a 400

Name Colleges Accepted point improvement on my SAT | score. While preparing my college

Ben C. Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Brown application, my tutor also had the brilliant idea of submitting an extra
DavidS.  Yale, Duke, Comell, NYU(full scholarship) essay as well as a resumé in order to help me show off my multiple
Shris K. Princsion talents and sensibilities. | applied early to Harvard and got in..."
Abhinav R. Columbia, Lehlgh(meq program), GW(medI) P
AdamP.  Wash U., Johns Hopkins, Emory, Vanderbilt Trinity School, Manhattan, NY
Sajni S. Comell, Barnard, Tufts

Anthony V. Northwestern, Georgetown, BC, Emory

Name Before Tutoring  After Tutoring High School College Attending

Dhruv V. PSAT: 1820 SAT: 2380 (B00M, 800CR, 780W) | Roslyn HS Columbia U.

Kelly W. SATI: 1420/1600 | SAT: 1600/1600 Stuyvesant HS Harvard U. All Su bjECtS/ Tests

Amanda W. | PSAT: 1840 SATI: 2240 Trinity School Harvard U. One-0On-One

Stephanie Y. ::AT ]9:0 2:TI:.ZZZO+5ATII Math:780 Scarsdale HS ihPe:n. College AdmISSIonS CO"SUItlng/ Essay Edltll‘lg

ysics: ysics: arton . .

Jason C. Physics: 75 95 Bronx HS of Science | Princeton U. M u ltl pl e S u bJ eCt/ TESt TUt?rs

Pre-Calculus:85 |97 Onsite
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