Note from the Bulletin Editor:

Dear Parents,

As you are aware, the PA mails a monthly Bulletin to all Stuyvesant families. Our September Bulletin was ready to be printed when the tragic events took place on September 11. Our printer  is located two blocks from the WTC; as a result we have not been able to communicate with him since that day. The following articles were included in the September Bulletin and were written before the terrorist attacks. We are including them here because they contain information you should have before the upcoming General PA meeting on Tuesday, September 25. We hope to see you there.

Lillian Brash

Bulletin Editor

Message from Marilena Christodoulou, President of Stuyvesant Parents’ Association

A warm welcome to both new and returning parents. I hope that after a restful and enjoyable summer everyone is looking forward with excitement to the school year ahead. Let us all work together to make this year a productive and rewarding experience for everyone in the Stuyvesant community: students, teachers and parents.

I would like to extend an invitation for you to become actively involved in the Parents’ Association. Your participation will help the school and our children in many important ways, and, at the same time, enable you to meet and make friends with other parents who have similar aspirations and concerns as you do. Please do not to let any cultural differences or language difficulties stop you from becoming involved in the PA. I truly believe that the “Stuyvesant Family” is enriched by its diversity. Together we will do our best to overcome any difficulty.

The PA offers you a number of ways to be involved:

· We keep you informed. Through this monthly PA Bulletin, our Web site (www.stuypa.org), and our monthly general meeting, we provide you with useful information on events, issues, and opportunities that affect your child’s academic life. The PA general meetings are usually held on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. following an informal half-hour get-together with other parents. Frequently, you will learn some important piece of information that your child may have missed, such as the deadline for registration for Advanced Placement courses or college scholarship offers.

· We offer you all kinds of opportunities to participate in PA-sponsored functions and activities. The PA organizes a number of important functions and special events throughout the year: college night, incoming family orientation, fundraising, faculty and student receptions, membership outreach, communications, and scholarships, to name a few. None of these functions would be possible without the enthusiastic participation of the parents. Please join a committee and help us provide the greatest possible benefit to the school and our children.

· We offer you the responsibility of holding an office on the PA Executive Board and/or the School Leadership Team (SLT). Starting with the 1999-2000 school year, the Board of Education empowered parents to play a greater role in the development of their school’s educational programs. This is achieved through parents’ participation in the SLT, which also includes representatives from the administration, faculty and students. At our October PA meeting, we will be electing two (2) freshman class parents to the School Leadership Team and seven (7) Members-at-Large to the PA Executive Board. Those of you who are interested in running for office should place your name in nomination at our September 25th meeting. Please do not be discouraged if you are not elected: there are plenty of opportunities for you to be involved and to make a difference.

I look forward to meeting and working with you in the upcoming year and I hope to see you at our first meeting on September 25th.

Marilena Christodoulou, PA President, Senior Class Parent

PA Executive Positions to be Filled at the September & October Meetings

At the beginning of each school year, the Parents’ Association elects Members-At-Large from each class, and two School Leadership Team (SLT) Representatives from the freshman class. Nominations are taken from the floor at the September PA meeting. The election is held at the October PA meeting, following a brief speech by each candidate.

This is a wonderful opportunity to get involved in the PA by running for an elected position. There are seven Members-At-Large: one parent from the senior class, one from the junior class, two from the sophomore class, and three from the freshman class.

Members-At-Large represent their grade on the PA Executive Board. The Executive Board usually meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month. Meetings generally take place at the school, beginning at 6:15 p.m. and usually end around 8:30 p.m. In addition Members-At-Large are expected to attend the PA’s monthly General Meetings, and to be available to speak with parents during the Hospitality half-hour before each meeting. PA General Meetings are usually held on the third Tuesday of each month from 7:00 p.m. until about 9:00 p.m. Members-At-Large are also expected to volunteer at various PA activities during the year.

The School Leadership Team (SLT) consists of 10 parents, 5 administrators, 5 teachers and 5 students. The major tasks of the School Leadership Team are development of a Comprehensive Education Plan for the school, development of a budget/staffing plan in support of the Comprehensive Education Plan, and review of the Plan’s effectiveness.

The ten parent representatives on the School Leadership Team are: the President of the PA, two parents from the senior class, three from the junior class, two from the sophomore class, and two from the freshman class. All except the freshman representatives are elected in the spring.

The School Leadership Team usually meets on the third Wednesday of each month. Meetings are held at the school from about 3:15 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Additional meetings are sometimes required. Members of the SLT may also serve on subcommittees, which hold separate meetings.

SLT representatives are members of the PA Executive Board and are expected to attend Executive Board Meetings, and to be available to speak with parents the half-hour before each PA meeting.

If you are interested in running for an elected position, please attend the PA meeting on September 25 and put your name into nomination. If you have any questions about the role of an SLT representative, you may call Kathy Kline at (212) 724-9302. For questions about the role of a Member-At-Large or if you have any general questions about the election process, you cal call Marilena Christodoulou at (212) 737-7892.

ELIZABETH FONG, Assistant Principal of Biology & Geological Science

The PA Bulletin had the opportunity to catch up with Elizabeth Fong, New Assistant Principal of Biology & Geological Science. Ms. Fong spoke about her career, her plans for the coming year, and offered insights into her educational philosophy:

“I come to Stuyvesant HS from a sister consortium school, Brooklyn Technical High School. Brooklyn Tech gave me a wonderful opportunity to learn and work with bright, motivated high school students. I was able to develop a very competitive and popular program called the Bio-med major. I coordinated the Biology Department for a few years, also coordinated the AP Biology program, and mentored students for science competitions and science fairs. Needless to say, the experiences and skills I developed and honed at Brooklyn Tech will be a wonderful segue in my new post at Stuyvesant High School.

I will teach the Freshman Biology course at Stuyvesant. I feel it is very important to be an effective motivator and guide to our 9th grade biology students. It is important not only to develop an appreciation for the discipline of Biology, but also to instill a love of learning and inquiry that will serve students throughout their lives. It is with this mindset, and with great anticipation and enthusiasm that I wait for the official start of the Fall 2001 semester at Stuyvesant High School.”

Ms. Fong’s studies have given her a concentration and interest in Anatomy & Physiology, microbiology, and management.

In addition, Elizabeth Fong has a small writing business called Fong’s Writers Ink, specializing in science & technical writing. Publications include Microbiology for Health Careers and Body Structure & Functions, published by Delmar Publishers. She has also consulted for the New York City Hall of Science and for the High School Consortium.

Personal interests include gourmet cooking, travel, music—classical, opera, jazz, and Brazilian—science fiction reading, and physical fitness.

The Stuyvesant community extends a warm welcome and best wishes to Ms. Fong.

Don’t Be Left Out of the 2001–2002 Stuyvesant Parent/Student Directory

The PA produces a Parent/Student Directory, listing the names, addresses and telephone numbers of Stuyvesant students and their parents. We are updating the Directory now and invite you to be included in this edition. Due to privacy issues, the school is unable to provide us with the necessary information. Therefore, the only way to be included in the Directory is for you to provide the information. Directories are available at PA events throughout the year. Please use the form on the back of this issue of the Bulletin if you wish to be included in the Directory, or you can fill out a form at the September PA meeting. (PA dues are not a prerequisite for inclusion in the Directory.) If you were included in a previous Directory you will be automatically be included in the current edition. Please submit a new form if you need to update your information. If you have any questions, please contact Nina Padukone at (212) 924-4538.

GET INVOLVED!

OUR KIDS NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Are you a contributing member of the Stuyvesant Parents’ Association?

To join the PA, or to be listed in the Parent/Student Directory, please complete this form and mail it with your annual dues of $ 20, tax deductible, to:

Parents’ Association, Stuyvesant High School, 345 Chambers Street, Room 271,

New York, NY 10282
Name __________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone (day)______________________ (eve) _______________________________

Child’s Name, Grade ______________________________________________________


�    Check here if you do not want the above information to appear in the

Parent/Student Directory

Dues are voluntary and are not a prerequisite for Parents’ Association membership or for listing in the Parent/Student Directory

