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On August 21, 2003, EPA's Office of the Inspector General (OIG) issued a report entitled 
"EPA's Response to the World Trade Center Collapse Challenges, Successes, and Areas 
for Improvement."

The report seeks to answer six specific questions pertaining to the adequacy of governmental 
response to 9/11-related environmental health concerns:


1.              Were EPA's public communications supported by available environmental data and analyses?

2.      Were EPA's response actions consistent with regulatory obligations and precedents?
3.      Were proper asbestos work practices followed?
4.      Were government communications to the public effective?
5.      What improvements can be made in EPA's response and recovery efforts?
6.      Should EPA revise its contingency planning for disasters that release toxic emissions? 

The OIG report validates many of the environmental health concerns that have been raised since 
9/11/01 by Stuyvesant parents and by others. It is highly critical of EPA’s activities in Lower Manhattan. 
The report documents that EPA public statements such as that of Christie Todd Whitman on 
September 18, 2001 that “the air is safe to breathe and the water is safe to drink” were not based 
on scientific data. It notes that the wording of EPA’s press releases and public communications 
were altered by the White House for political, rather than scientific or medical, purposes. It finds 
that EPA's environmental risk analysis was not adequately health-based. Finally, it faults EPA’s 
downtown testing and cleanup programs as limited in scope and flawed in effectiveness.

Of particular interest to the Stuyvesant community are the findings that samples of asbestos in air 
just outside the school were significantly elevated on several occasions as late as May 2002, that 
mandated asbestos control measures were not used during the transport of WTC debris to the 
waste transfer station next door to the school, and that the waste transfer station should not have 
been situated adjacent to schools and residences.

The OIG report recommends comprehensive environmental testing to determine the extent 
and content of 9/11-related contamination and additional cleanup in affected residences, workplaces, 
and schools.

Senator Clinton and Congressman Nadler are calling for a federal inquiry into governmental response 
efforts. 
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