SPEAK OUT AGAINST BUDGET CUTS TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS!

New York City's public schools have been chronically underfunded for decades, but NYC parents won a major victory in the Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE) lawsuit. New York State’s highest court ordered then-Governor George Pataki and the state legislature to devise a budget plan that would correct this injustice and properly fund public education. See www.cfequity.org for a complete history of the case and settlement. After 15 years of litigation and delays, a historic agreement was reached when Governor Spitzer signed into law the 2007 State Education Budget and Reform Act. This law made a multi-billion dollar commitment to increase funding to NYC public schools, to be phased in over four years, beginning in the 2007-08 school year.  Now, in the midst of the national economic downturn, NYS and NYC are seeking to renege on their obligation to adequately and fairly fund public education. The Governor has proposed a $1.4 Billion dollar cut to education, that largest in State history. Our students have waited far too long for justice. Funding for education must not be cut!

“The Governor, State Senate, State Assembly and the Mayor and NYC Council must listen to what New Yorkers have to say—in bad times we have to protect our school children,” said Billy Easton, Executive Director of the Alliance for Quality Education (AQE). “Education is the key to our economic recovery and our elected officials must stand firm and provide the responsible leadership needed to protect our school children against devastating cuts. Our courts have already determined that for decades the state left too many school children in under-funded schools in order to balance the state budget. The court ordered solution to ensure every child's opportunity to learn has already been delayed due to the fiscal crisis; making massive additional cuts now would be unacceptable.” 
The Stuy PA Executive Board urges parents to contact their state and city elected officials to demand that funding to public education NOT be cut. NOW is the time to contact your elected leaders to deliver the following message: Keep the CFE commitment, NO MORE CUTS TO EDUCATION!

Contact the Governor’s office and your NYS Senator and Assembly-member
Call and leave message for the Governor in Albany at 518-474-8390 or NYC office at 212-681-4580
Who represents you in the NYS Legislature? 
Find your NYS Senator at http://www.nysenate.gov,
Find your NYS Assembly member at   http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem

 HYPERLINK "http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9262819&msgid=255398&act=CXB8&c=152955&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fassembly.state.ny.us%2Fmem%2F"
 
 TOLL-FREE calls to Albany: call (877) 255-9417, and listen for instructions to reach the Governor’s office, or the Senate or the Assembly.

Go to www.ourkidscantwait.org to send prepared letter by FAX or email to your representatives  ----------
Contact the Mayor’s Office and your NYC Council member 
Call and leave message for Mayor Bloomberg at 212-788-3000 or at “311” or write: 
Mayor Bloomberg, City Hall, New York, NY 10007.  
Find your City Councilmember at: http://council.nyc.gov/html/members/members.shtml or 
call the City Council switchboard at 212-788-7000.  
