October 18, 2001

Dear Parents and Members of the Stuyvesant Community,

This letter is to keep you informed of recent events and to respond to the issues and concerns you may have read about in the New York newspapers concerning conditions at Stuyvesant.

On October 17, a meeting was held of the following people:  

· Chief Physician for School Health from the NYC Board of Education

· Director of Environmental Health and Safety from the NYC Board of Education

· Representative from the Department of Health

· Representative from the National Center for Disease Control

· Doctor and Nurse from the Department of health now assigned to Stuyvesant at the Chancellor’s request 

The following issues were raised and discussed:

· To date, 57 students and 31 faculty members have visited the medical office.  Symptoms were varied.  This number is relatively small when compared to the school’s total population of 3253.
· Tests continue to show no signs of asbestos or toxic particulate matter.  However, as an additional precaution, epidemiologists from the Department of Health will further investigate the cause of the symptoms.
· The inside air continues to be monitored five to six hours per day.  The outside air around the building is being monitored 24 hours a day.  We will continue to monitor for asbestos, particulate matter, and other air contaminants

· Elevated levels of carbon dioxide have been found.  Since October 9th, the ventilation system had been adjusted to take in a minimal amount of outside air and re-circulate the indoor air.  Health environmental agencies have recommended that we increase the air system exchange to lower the carbon dioxide levels. 

· A Department of Health doctor and nurse will still be available in the building during regular school hours.

Please be aware that counseling services through Stuyvesant and the NYU Child Study Center are available for students, parents and faculty.  

If you have any questions for me, please do not hesitate to call my office or to contact me by e-mail at teitels@stuy.edu.  As always, I thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, 

Stanley Teitel

Principal  

